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Dedication

This book is dedicated to the fond memory of my lateciaPeter,

in whose company | trod the morning dew in Flanderddiel
“say not goodnight, but bid me good morning in some brighter clime.”

Your son, Michael
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Foreward

For more than ninety years, the Commonwealth War€s Commission has been faithfully
keeping alive and paying the national debt of honour teetl@mmonwealth servicemen and
women who died during the two world wars. We have donarsbjndeed continue to do so, by
maintaining the very fabric on which remembrancéhefdead is focussed — the war graves,
cemeteries and memorials to 1.7 million individuals tdoomd at some 23,000 locations in almost
150 countries.

That mammoth undertaking is perhaps the most outwardbevsgn of our work and yet of
equal importance is the keeping and publishing of our recoisegjisters of the fallen — for many
the first clue or step in a moving commemorative joythat may lead them to some far off corner
of a foreign field.

As we move ever further away from the two world wais vital, if we are to meet our
obligations to those who gave their all in those temible conflicts, that we do not allow their
names to simply fade into history — that we engage nearggons in the achievements and
sacrifices of our forbears by encouraging them to puwinaahn face to that name. That is why |
commend this book to you, dear reader, for the venytifedtit reminds us that these men and
women came from our countries, our counties, our towdss/dlages and streets. They were living
and contributing members of our communities and we btleegpoorer for their loss. Only by
“reclaiming” them as our own can we make them “livgam, put a face and a story to the name.

The Canadian war poet John McCrae spoke of a challeregch and every one of us in his
famous poemn Flanders Fields. tf ye break faith with us who die, we shall not slelepugh
poppies grow in Flanders Fields.” With the publicationhif superb book, Peter and Michael Doyle
have risen to that challenge. The rest is up to you.

Peter Francis
Head of External Communication
The Commonwealth War Graves Commission

April 2009
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I ntroduction

August 1990 was the memorable date on which my late fatiter embarked on a quest to discover
more of the background behind sixty six names engravedmemorial tablet inside St. John the Baptist
Church in Enderby, Leicestershire. What began as imguesitiveness, turned into almost two thousand A4
pages of what is, today, probably the most comprehessidy of the war dead of Leicestershire and
Rutland.

Of course, we little realised the sheer frustrationg time, that this relatively simple quest would
involve, but we were determined to proceed. Contastmade with the Commonwealth War Graves
Commission in Maidenhead, and, armed with a bastiofidetails, we set sail for Belgium and Francéhen
8" September 1990.

Faced with being in the field for the first timegethnormity of the task we had set ourselves suddenly
dawned upon us. The journey was of three days duratmthaugh a vast mileage was covered, it hardly
scratched the surface of what was needed in ordairilthup a picture of facts for each individual casualty.

In the early months, it became apparent that theseawdistinct lack of material exclusive to the
fallen of Leicestershire, including our own villagad we therefore made a momentous decision at timg po
to gather and collate information on all Leicedterssand Rutland casualties.

This research involved visits to the Public Recofiic®at Kew, the Leicester County Records Office
and Bishop Street Reference Library, in order toathuch background information to the growing lists we
were building from other sources. Most importantly utlig were the visits to churches, villages and tawns
order to gather names from memorials allowing uséss reference and build on our ever-growing lishef
fallen.

It is sad to note, at this stage, that havingedsand recorded information from more than three
hundred memorials, some are now falling into decseytd location or lack of care. Representations meso
quarters were made, and have been responsible fogseMeast one large memorial. Unfortunately, though,
some have already been destroyed, others are erstmms in churches whilst a number have simply
disappeared.

Whilst on the subject of memorials, some are quitelsi, a list of names, but others are reasonably
comprehensive in the information given. Most arepténtiablets, others are quite detailed with sculptirdy an
decoration, materials used being stone, marble, wobdooze. Many churches keep written Rolls-of-Honour
to their fallen and returned servicemen,; these &liaund to be most helpful due to the added information
available.

The difficulty in visiting churches is access, dugh® simple facts of theft and vandalism. There
were many that were simply inaccessible, though esféoyt was made to gain entry even if this neces=it
a return journey.

The task in hand was now taking on enormous propsitend so a further visit to France and
Belgium was arranged for the beginning of September 1984 time we were more organised and
methodical in our approach, and it was at this jundtuxethe seeds were sown of compiling a referenck wo
that any researcher of casualties with regard toelséershire and Rutland would benefit.

Once home the mammoth task of collating photograpldisting details began again, together with
the continual addition and updating of facts as calikc

A further trip was arranged for September 1992 in ordbuiid on our records, but sadly in early
April my father Peter became ill and the task alngostind to a halt. At my fathers insistence howeler,
made the trip alone. This was a most difficult timerhe and, although I did obtain the informationd ha
hoped to gather, it was not worked upon due to theristances of the time.

On the 18 January 1993 sadly, my father passed away, leaving tim¢heilegacy of what had been
our dream.

Through the difficult aftermath of my loss, | fels$einclined to continue with the work, but as time pdds
came to realise that it had been a joint dreamtanduld be fitting to my father’'s memory to compldte t
task.

On Armistice Day 1994, my wife, Margaret and | attehtte remembrance service at the Menin
Gate, Ypres, Belgium and the following day, on a yniébvember morning, in accordance with my late
father’s wishes his ashes were scattered at Paskatie, Belgium.
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We then set out on a journey to the Asiago Plate¢talinwhere our soldiers had fought alongside
their Italian comrades against the might of the Aubtungarian army. Having driven through some very
inhospitable mountain terrain to reach the cemetdrfesind it hard to believe how heavy artillery and
soldiers were ever able to make any headway. Teysabhieved, however, sometimes against seemingly
insurmountable conditions. So | managed, seventy s@aes later, to visit the last resting places efrtien
of Leicestershire and Rutland who made the suprem#icaam those mountains.

On then we journeyed into Germany in order to @sitogne Southern Cemetery, where further
information was assembled together with a photogragiseamentary, in order to assist my research upon
return to England.

At this stage, a turning point was arrived at, thatild forever make life so much easier for my
research: the personal computer had arrived in myMigsy months were then spent in collating all the
research into Data-Base form, adding all the knmfermation to each individual's personal record, tittal
being completed, finally in the early part of 1996.

I had now reached a figure that was in excess wémrithousand names and was still being added to.
The following years were spent in building on theiinfation already known. Many means were used:
personal meetings with survivors, of which there wemy few, recollections of relatives and frienldsters
to small local publications asking for informationdasy visiting libraries to consult old newspapers.

In March 2008, | flew to Istanbul, Turkey, proceeding thgmotor coach and finally hire-car to the
Gallipoli Peninsula. During a period of four days, | 1@ged to visit and photograph every grave and
memorial that bore the name of a LeicestershireutiaRd casualty, and at the same time, | was ablalio w
much of the terrain which had been fought over at SBalaand at Cape Helles.

Today the Data Base stands at twelve thousandyiaety eight, which | am sure will grow further.
What is available today, though, is, | believe, thestheomprehensive reference work that will be found for
Leicestershire. Though Rutland is included in my warknjoyed the benefit of an extremely informative
volume of work, which receives mention in the Bibtiaghy.

No work as extensive as this could ever be creatimbuiiinaccuracies, and | am sure that anyone
who has completed an in depth research, and ha&dinst knowledge of an individual, will surely find@rs
and omissions in my contribution. For this | apologiaeeservedly in advance, and would add that any
corrections would be gratefully received so that | mayend errors for any future re-publication.

In conclusion, | admit to having gained immense uea during the twenty years of research that this
book has taken to create, and it is with a sengeep satisfaction that the years of reading, writisgiting,
photographing, and then collating all the facts, firadly seen the completion of this work of referenthe
one regret | have is that the dream was one | dhwite my dear late father, and sadly he is not heday to
share with me the pleasure of its completion and pulditat

All proceeds from the sale of this publication will dted to the
Commonwealth War Graves Commission, MaidenheadksBee.

In appreciation of their unending task of caring fibtkee fallen.
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How to use this book

Due to the enormity of information that has beengaithand from the variations, both in the quality
and clarity of the source material it has been nacgds use abbreviations quite extensively throughout, |
have attempted where possible to use complete descsiption

Of important note are the extracts from the Battalar Diaries of which there are many throughout
this work, unfortunately due to the fact that theyarieast eighty years old, and many were writteteun
extremely trying circumstances not all have survivedearly legible condition, many were, | have nalao
written in haste, and equally, many are written ingdewhich of course has faded considerably, the
handwriting of some has also been a matter of paati@dncern, and has presented me with many chadlenge
and even using every modern aid available | have lyuieklised that it takes an extremely practicedteye
decipher a very faded pencil written word that duthéopassage of time has not only faded, but was writte
in a very difficult to discern handwriting style.

In the cases of hard to define words | have substitilte following for each word that is illegible;.-?

The work is in strict alphabetical order, and comreerwith the Surname, followed all Christian
names where known.

Additionally in some cases there may be an alias witi be shown as “served as” or “the true family
name is.” Under these circumstances two entriesapiiear, under the real and the assumed name.

The main information commences with the rank, sermumber, and any gallantry award if
applicable, this is followed by the unit in which thegalty was serving at the time of death, and detéils
any former units either attached to, or served with.

Cause, date of death and age where known, followedbbgeviated letters shown here in bold type
with their explanation.

BC. Buried or commemorated, the place of burial, or iknown grave the Memorial where he/she is
commemorated.

C. The place of commemoration, church memorial, fagnve, village or town memorial.

B. Date and place of birth.

E. Date and place of enlistment.

R. Place of residence at the time of death.

PD. Personal details, this is where the main additimfiermation is collated. It normally begins witarhily
details where known, this may be followed by addalanformation obtained from various sources, and
finally where a War Diary entry has been tracedetitey will appear for the date of the recorded datthas
often the case that exact dates were assumed, thiformaen identified as missing in action, wheraation
may have lasted for a number of days. Under thesemstances a number of entries may appear covering
the whole of the action the casualty was engagatltine time of death.

Please refer to the abbreviations page for a glosgaeyms most commonly used throughout the
book.
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ABBREVIATIONS

ACTING
BATTALION

BATTERY

BOMBADIER

BORN

BRIGADE

BRIGADIER
BURIED/COMMEMORATED
CAPTAIN

CEMETERY

COLONEL

COLOUR SERGEANT
COMMEMORATION
COMPANY

COMMUNAL

COMPANY QUARTERMASTER SERGEANT
COMPANY SERGEANT MAJOR
CORPORAL

DIED OF WOUNDS
DIVISION

DRIVER

ENLISTMENT

EXTENSION

GENERAL

GUNNER
HEADQUARTERS

KILLED

KILLED IN ACTION

KILLED WHILE FLYING
LANCE CORPORAL
LANCE BOMBARDIER
LANCE SERGEANT
LIEUTENANT
LIEUTENANT COLONEL
MAJOR

MEMORIAL

MILITARY

PERSONAL DETAILS
PIONEER

PRIVATE
QUARTERMASTER SERGEANT
REGIMENTAL SERGEANT MAJOR
RESIDED

RIFLEMAN

SAPPER

SERGEANT

SERGEANT MAJOR

STAFF SERGEANT
TEMPORARY

2" LIEUTENANT

2" CORPORAL

A/
Bn. - Battn
Bty
Bdr
B
Bde
Brig
BC
Capt
Cem
Col
C/Sgt
C
Coy
Com
CQMS
CSM
Cpl
Dow
Div
Dvr
E
Ext
Gen
Gnr
HQ
K
Kia
Kwf
L/Cpl
L/Bdr
L/Sgt
Lt
Lt Col
Maj
Mem
Mil
PD
Pnr
Pte
QMS
RSM
R
Rfn
Spr
Sgt
SM
S/Sgt
T/
2/Lt
¥ Cpl



