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Patriotism


Most people in Europe were very patriotic and wanted their country to be the best, most successful and most powerful. They were also suspicious of any one who was not from their country e.g. French and Germans disliked each other very much since their war in 1870.
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Rival Empires


Each European country had an overseas empire in Asia, Africa and the Americas. Britain had the biggest empire but Germany was keen to catch up. All the main countries had been in a scramble to get as much land, especially in Africa, for themselves. There was a lot of competition.
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The Arms Race


Since the late 1880’s, Germany and Russia had been competing against each other to have the biggest army in Europe. Since the 1890’s, Britain and Germany had been competing to get the biggest navy – they developed new battle ships
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Kaiser Wilhelm II


The leader of Germany was related to most of the royal families in Europe including GB and Russia but he was quite happy to upset these countries if he wanted something. The Kaiser was a very aggressive and ambitious leader who was determined to make Germany the most powerful country in Europe and would go to any lengths to fulfil his ambition. Most other countries were very worried about the Kaiser’s plans.
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War Plans


All countries had used wars in the past to sort out their differences. This was a normal way of doing things. If one country wanted something another country had, they would usually have a fight to sort it out. They often made plans well in advance to fight a war e.g. Germany developed the Schlieffen Plan in 1890’s in case they went to war against France – it involved going through Belgium.
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Alliances


Each major country in Europe joined an Alliance in order to protect themselves from those countries they felt were threatening them. This resulted in 2 major alliances – Triple Alliance of the central powers (Germany, Austria-Hungary and Italy) and Triple Entente of France, GB and Russia








How did these problems lead to conflict between European countries? 


What are the links between them?
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Staff sheet


How did these problems lead to conflict between European countries? 


What are the links between them?


Encourage students to explain how one might lead to the other








