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London, 1915
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These opportunities and the money meant that
‘women had much more freedom than ever
before. It was now more possible for a girl to be
seen out dining alone in a restaurant withouta
‘man friend. Some women began to smoke in
public. The new freedom affected looks and
fashion too ~shorter skirts and hair- more
suitable for a changing life-style.

Therefore, women became more emancipated
in practice and this made the demand for the
vote in national elections even more likely
to be recognized.
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From an early stage in the war, Britain began to
suffer a shortage of labour.

In offices, women were soon employed in
place of the male clerks who joined up.

In manufacturing, however, employers were
‘very reluctant to take on wormen to fill men's
jobs. They thought women would not learn the
necessary skills, and also feared trouble from
the unions. In fact, the unions did resist the
employment of women workers, fearing that
‘women would be paid less and this would bea
threat to men’s wages.

By 1916 the shortage of workers (due to
conscription) persuaded employers to take on
female workers and these soon showed that
even with very little training they were as
skilled as men. Munitions work was tiring and
dangerous. As the war went on, shifts got
longer and longer.

Akind of revolution was taking place. Women
gained access to a whole range of jobs that
had previously been the preserve of men - bus
drivers, postal workers, farm labourers, coal
delivers, grave diggers and steel workers. The
armed forces also employed them. Wages for
‘women rose as well
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How did women contribute to the war effort (1914-1918)?

As soon as the war broke out in August 1914, both the suffragists and the suffragettes suspended their
campaigns for the vote. They believed that the war was more important than their cause. During the war

they played an active part persuading British men to join the army.





