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The Grave of Raymond Asquith in Guillemont Road Cemetery
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Raymond Asquith was the son of the Prime minister Herbert Asquith, he died of the wounds he received in action on the 15th September 1916, when the Grenadier Guards were attacking the Germans between Ginchy and Les Boeufs. Raymond was shot in the chest and died before reaching medical aid. This action is notable because not only did it claim the life of the Prime minister’s son it was also the first time in history that tanks were used.

The original wooden grave marker (shown above) hangs in the village church near Mells, Somerset.

On the present head stone are the words taken from Shakespeare’s Henry V, who is often portrayed as a patriotic English man.

“Small time, but in that small, most greatly liv’d

This star of England”

The passage later reads…

“But we in it shall be remembered;

We few, we happy few, we band of brothers;

For he to-day that sheds his blood with me

Shall be my brother”

Take time to reflect on this speech as you walk around the cemetery. Concentrate on the message in the passage, how relevant is it to the Western Front even though it was written four hundred years ago?








