Thiepval Trail:

Look at the aerial picture of the walk and get your bearings)

Point 1: The Thiepval Machine Gun nest:
Stand on or near the MG nest and face towards the woodland. This wood is Thiepval wood or Connaught wood, named so by the Irish soldiers who occupied it on the 1st July.


Point 2. Ulster Tower:
Now walk back down the track towards the coach passing Ulster Tower on your left. Make your way to the Cemetery (Point 3) on your right along the road about 50 yards.

Point 3: Connaught Cemetery:
Enter the cemetery grounds and ponder for a while.

Point 4: Mill Road Cemetery:
Leave Connaught wood Cemetery. Be careful to cross the road and make your way up the track to the cemetery. You are now standing on the immensely powerful German position known as the ‘Schwaben Redoubt’. See the cross section picture below to envisage the complexity of the secret tunnels.


Point 5: The walk to Thiepval:

Return to the road turn left and walk towards the Memorial to the missing about ¾ of a mile away.


Point6: The Cross Roads:
When you get to the crossroads stop and face the way that you have come. Reflect here for a moment and use your mind’s eye to imagine what it was like. Now turn right and head along the road towards a wooded area and an obelisk memorial to the 18th Division.

Point 7: The 18th Division Memorial:
Stop at the base of this memorial and look back where you have come from. Also look down the hill towards Thiepval wood and the British positions on the 1st July. On your left is a house set in it’s own wooded land, this is the site of the Chateau that existed up to 1916 (see picture). Imagine if you can the damage that the German machine gunners could do to troops attacking up this hill and across the open land between the ‘Schwaben redoubt’ and the edge of the wood.

Point 8: The Memorial carpark
Make your way towards the ‘Memorial to the Missing’ car park (follow the signs ‘Memorial Brittanique’) and wait. Do not enter the grounds of the Memorial until you are instructed to do so.

Point 9: The Memorial to The Missing
This memorial occupies the high point of Thiepval and is viewable from any where on the battlefield. It is a place of immense presence and commands the utmost respect. There are recorded here the names of 73,000 men who were killed in the Somme Battles (1916 and 1918) who have no known grave.

You will be given special instructions here about how to get the most from this memorial.


Activities: 





Why do you think the Germans positioned this post here? What views are provided of the woods and the area towards Newfoundland Park (directly to your right on the horizon).














How do think the Germans who occupied this post felt on the eve of the battle with the Irish soldiers only 150 metres away?














How do think those feelings changed on the 1st July 1916?














Activities:


Why are there so many graves close to the wood?














Look back towards Ulster Tower and then beyond the Tower to Point 4 on the horizon up the hill. Now use the picture of the attack on the Schwaben Redoubt. Describe the view that Irish soldiers would have seen on the 1st July 1916:





Activities:


Why do think that many of the gravestones are lying flat?








Look in the direction of Thiepval Wood and Ulster Tower. What views did the ‘Schwaben Redoubt’ command of the British troops advancing





Activity: 


Write down what you expect to find at the Memorial to the missing.

















Activities:


What is the message written across the two sections of the main arch?





Why are the British and French flags being flown?








What the details of the person you have come to commemorate?











Search the panels and find your soldier. Lay your poppy.





How many Local Midland Regiments can you find?








Did you find a soldier with your surname?








How do you feel at this place?








