World War One and Female Suffrage 
Recruitment and propaganda
At the outbreak of war, women were used to great effect in recruitment. The Government used propaganda posters to encourage women to persuade their men-folk to volunteer.

Those who had been in conflict with the Government prior to the war, such as the Suffragettes, now played an active part in encouraging recruitment, by making a number of speeches in support of the war outlining what men and women could do to help. 

Some women under the direction of Admiral Charles Fitzgerald created the Order of the White Feather in January 1915. This group handed out white feathers to any young man not wearing a uniform whom they suspected of cowardice, in attempt to shame them into enlisting. Some complained about such behaviour, one man argued that these 'idiotic young women were using white feathers to get rid of boyfriends of whom they were tired'. (Compton McKenzie) 

The death of women was useful as a propaganda weapon, particularly when those women were nurses. The story of Edith Cavell is a good example of this. She had been serving as a professional nurse in Belgium, however she was accused of helping British and French prisoners of war to escape. She was court-martialled and shot dead by the Germans. She became the 'first nationally acclaimed heroine and female martyr of the war'. (Condell and Liddiard). Her death and the outcry that followed provided the Government with a strong icon for British War propaganda
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Women and War Work

MUNITIONS (WEAPONS) FACTORIES
Largely ignored by the Government, women did not become involved in war work on a huge scale until after the first year of war. To begin with their growth in the workplace was confined to the munitions factories and voluntary work. However, women wanted to do more than simply knit socks and raise money for the boys at the Front. Their chance came after the famous 'Shell Scandal' in 1915 which, coupled with the rise in need for army recruits, highlighted the need for a drastic increase in munitions production. Lloyd George enlisted the help of the well-known Suffragette Emmeline Pankhurst, to help advertise the need for female labour. In July 1915 she successfully organised a demonstration to march in the name of a woman's 'right to serve'.
After the introduction of military conscription in March 1916 the need for female labour became even more vital and the Government began co-ordinating the employment of women to fill the gaps. 

The types of work that women became involved in was varied, often skilled and sometimes dangerous. For example: 'Women working in larger munitions factories were known as Canaries because they dealt with TNT which caused their skin to turn yellow. Around 400 women died from overexposure to TNT during World War One. Other hazards were more obvious and minor problems were common.'
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WOUNDED ANDA PRISONER
OUR SOLDIER CRIES FOR WATER.

THE GERMAN"SISTER"
POURS ITONTHE GROUND BEFORE HIS EVES.

THERE IS NO WOMAN IN BRITAIN
WHO WOULD DO IT.

THERE 1S NO WOMAN IN BRITAIN
WHO WILL FORGET IT.



From the biography of a 'Munitionette', Miss Joan Williams

However, munitions work was highly paid and it had the effect of attracting a lot of women from jobs in domestic service, which saw a large drop in numbers during the war years. These 'Munitionettes', as they came to be called, accounted for a large proportion of women in the workplace. To the extent that by mid 1917 it is estimated that women produced around eighty per cent of all munitions. 
TRANSPORT
The largest influx of women into the workplace was in the transport industry where they took on work as conductresses (and sometimes, as drivers), on buses, trams and underground trains. 

'...by February 1917 the total number of bus conductresses leapt from the timorous handful of the previous year to about 2,500, some half of whom, it was said, were former domestic servants.'
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Arthur Marwick
NURSING
The increased demands on the medical services due to the heavy casualties of war saw a huge rise in the numbers of women involved in nursing work. Organisations such as the First Aid Nursing Yeomanry (FANY's) and the Voluntary Aid Detachments (VAD's) formed before the War saw a rise in the number of volunteers so that by mid-1917 around 45,000 women were in nursing occupations.

THE ARMED FORCES
Much later on in the War the armed forces began to recruit women. The Royal Navy formed the Women's Royal Naval Service (WRNS) in 1916, this was followed by the Women's Auxiliary Corps (WAACs) in 1917 and the Women's Royal Air Force (WRAF) in 1918. These women filled administrative posts such as clerks and telephonists, worked as cooks, instructors, code experts and electricians. This freed up the men who had previously performed these jobs to join the fighting. 
THE IMPACT?

The War had a big effect on women of all classes. As you have seen many working class women swapped poorly paid jobs as domestic servants for better wages and conditions in the munitions factories. This gave them greater economic independence. In the absence of husbands who were away fighting, many married women found themselves head of the household. For the first time they were in control of the wages and they were the decision-makers, increasing their independence and confidence. Middle and Upper Class women working in medical and military posts had a taste of a life away from home giving them much greater social freedom now they were not economically tied to their fathers or husbands. 

'The tangible results of this emancipation were seen in the fourth reform act of July 1918, which enfranchised (GAVE THE VOTE TO)  women over thirty... the contribution of women of all classes to the war effort had made an overwhelming case for granting them the vote.' (Stephenson, a social historian)
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AGRICULTURE








As food was in short supply, women were called upon to work in the fields. The '� HYPERLINK "http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/worldwarone/glossary/index.shtml" \l "00253" �Women's Land Army�' alone employed over 260,000 women as farm labourers.








