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Germans knew from the start that the British were planning an attack. Their spotter planes
and balloons had spotted the build up of equipment and troops.
Germans left their trenches and dug hideouts 12 metres under ground and reinforced it with
concrete. All their machine guns were taken under ground with them.
Barbed wire was not cut. The bombing had blown it up into the air and it landed in bigger
tangle than before.
German artillery and fortifications had only been partially damaged.
British spotter planes could not see the damage done due to low cloud cover — the pilots
often reported back inaccurate information assuming the damage must have been done.
Several of the mines blew up in no mans land and not under German trenches. Some didn’t go
off at all!
British soldiers walked across no mans land in bright sunshine and were mowed down by the
German machine gunners who had come out of their dug outs when the artillery bombing had
stopped.
Many thousands were shot whilst trying to crawl over the barbed wire — many were trapped
“sitting ducks’
By the end of the first day approximately 60 000 British and allied troops were dead or
wounded compared to 8 000 Germans. By November 1916 when Haig called the offensive off
© 620 000 Allied troops were dead or wounded
© 450 000 Germans dead or wounded
o Between 8 and 15 km had been gained!




