The Hawthorn Ridge on the 1st July:
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The above map shows the British positions on the 1st July
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This is the view from the lip of the Hawthorn Crater. Looking down towards the position that Geoffrey Malins filmed the detonation of the Hawthorn Crater. The detonation signalled the start of the Great offensive on the 1st July 1916. Fictional references to the mine explosion can be found in the Literature extracts supplement.

Malins published a book in 1920 called “How I filmed the War”. His footage was included in a film entitled ‘The Battle of the Somme’ and a follow up film called ‘The Battle of the Ancre and the Advance of the Tanks’. The impact of the ‘battle of the Somme’ film was massive as it was released while the Battle was still raging, Despite some scenes being faked the war became a real moving image to the people of Britain.
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The detonation of the Hawthorn Crater was designed to shock and destroy the German garrison on the powerfully fortified Hawthorn Ridge it was hoped that the assault immediately after the explosion would enable the 29th Division to capture the village of Beaumont-Hamel. The digging of the mine shafts represented thousands of hours of human endeavour. 

The view shows a still frame from Malins’ film. The noise and scale of the explosion can only be imagined.
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The ‘Sunken Road’ on the 1st July.

The 2nd Lancashire Fusiliers attacked moments after this picture was taken. Many of them lie in the cemetery nearby. The ‘Sunken Road’ is a haunting place on the Somme and as recently as 1999 human remains were found in the bank facing the old German Frontline.

The sunken Road was a key position jumping off position for the assault.



































Stick a picture of the Sunken Road as it looks today.








