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Editor’s Notes

Here we are with the first edition of 2022 and the fifth email edition of
Despatch. It is heartening to see an increasing attendance at the branch meetings
as Covid/Omicron begins to wane. We have been fortunate to have had a series
of quality speakers recently and we can look forward to a sound program of
future speakers organised by Paul Conlon our Branch Secretary.
In looking at material for articles in Despatch, I have an interest in trying to
keep the topics ‘local’ – that is north Lancashire and with this in mind if any
members have a story that is uniquely local, would they be prepared to share it
with us. It is amazing where the stories can come from; war memorials,
churchyards, medal collections, family histories. They may all have an
interesting story behind them.
My thanks to all those members who have contributed a diverse range of
articles over the last number of issues, they are much appreciated.

Tom Williams
(Unless otherwise indicated, articles are by the editor.)
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Two Bentham Lads
Research by the late Marilyn Hartley, words and pictures by Allan Hartley.

The war memorial at Higher Bentham contains the names of fifty-five men
whilst the memorial at Lower Bentham has eighteen men listed. From these
memorials two young men have been selected for study.

Higher Bentham Memorial

Lower Bentham Memorial

David Nelson
David was born in Lancaster in 1898 the eldest son1 of Christopher and Martha
Nelson where the family home is given as Harlings Yard. At some time post the
1

We don’t know the names or ages of the younger son[s] but we guess they did not fight in the war. We also
don’t know if their father Christopher fought when conscription started in 1916.
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1911 census the family had moved to Highfield Terrace Low Bentham and we
guess for a living they worked at the Ford Ayrton Silk Mill.

David Nelson

We have no information about David’s early years but when war with Germany
was declared on the 4th August 1914, David was one of the first Bentham men
to enlist, probably with shock horror to his parents when they found out, more
so to his mother that her boy was going to join the army and fight in a war,
whatever arguments took place at Highfield Terrace we will never know. David
made the journey to Lancaster in August 19142 and enlisted with the Kings Own
Royal Lancaster Regiment 1/5th battalion as private 23953, probably undertaking
some of his training at the Bowerham Barracks, now the Lancaster Campus of
2

Enlisting with David at the time was probably Arthur Dean Blackburn, [KIA 30 Aug 1918]. He would also have
known other Low Bentham men such as Albert Lister [KIA June 1915] Maurice Bolton [KIA March 1916], James
Bell [KIA Aug 1915]
There would have been lots of talk around Bentham with great fervour and bravado at the time to enlist, after
all the war would be over by Christmas and this was an opportunity for young men to do something exciting.
Interestingly, in November 1915 the Craven Herald mentions Low Bentham’s positive recruitment response
with 71 men added to the Roll of Honour, seven had been rejected [how lucky they were], three had been
discharged [wounds] and two had been killed David Nelson and John Leeming.
3

Sadly this means that David was underage and was probably just16 when he enlisted in August 1914, which
at the time was illegal. The minimum age to enlist was 18. Whilst many boys did try it on at the Army
Recruitment Office and lied about their age, most young boys were turned away usually because they were
not strong enough to pick-up the rifle. Many though did get through, as the Army was complicit in needing
men. David being one of them, with tragic consequences.
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the University of Cumbria, before moving south to Sevenoaks to combine with
other troops to form the West Lancashire Division and British Expeditionary
Force being assembled to go to France.
David soon found himself on his way to France in February 1915 and then by
March experiencing the unimaginable horrors of trench warfare on the south of
the Belgium Salient of Flanders that was experiencing close-quarter combat at
the time, including the first use of poison gas attacks, with the trenches of both
sides separated by as little as 50yards. This heavy fighting continued into April
when David found himself involved in the second bloody Battle of Ypres from
22nd April through to 25 May just south of the city near the village of Kemmel.
Here on the 7th May David was severely wounded, being hit in the chest near
the heart by a shrapnel ball or shell fragment. Despite putting up a brave fight
he died of his wounds. David was just a lad of 17.

David is buried near where he fell at Klein Vierstraat4 [Little Fourth Street]
British Cemetery near Mount Kemmel in Flanders on the Belgium Salient.
Interestingly his age is not shown on his grave-headstone; perhaps we didn’t
4

Klein Vierstraat Cemetery is located to the south of Kemmel village and contains 805 burials 109 are
unknown.
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want to be seen as sending boys to war? David has the sad distinction of being
the first and youngest Bentham man to die in the war; over sixty more will
follow during the course of the war.

Ezra Stephenson
Ezra was born in Burton in Lonsdale in 1890 the second son of John and Ann
Stephenson. At some time the family moved to Bentham as his father John is
recorded as working as a joiner from Bentham. Prior to the war Ezra was
working at George Angus Ltd as a hosepipe maker then later working at Messrs
Ford and Ayrton Silk Mill in Low Bentham, though at the time of his death he
is recorded as living in Nelson.5

Ezra Stephenson

Ezra was one on the first Bentham lads to join-up, having gone to Skipton on
10th October 1914 to enlist with the Duke of Wellingtons Regiment [West
Riding] as Private 14388.After training Ezra was posted overseas in June 1915
where he found himself involved in the Gallipoli Campaign, 25 April 1915 to
5

The reason for this is that John’s mother was from Nelson. When his father John died Ann Stephenson went
back to her parents’ home in Nelson.
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9 January 1916. During this time, although in different regiments, he may have
come into contact with Edward Magoolagan [BN 336] and Captain Donald
Morrison [BN 338] who were both killed during the Campaign. Perhaps also
Thomas Wilcock6 from Wenning Bridge who was also in the Duke of
Wellingtons but not same battalion, who had also served at Gallipoli and later
on the Somme.
Ezra’s war came to a temporary end when he was wounded in the arm and
shoulder from exploding shells filled with lead shrapnel balls. Placed on a
hospital ship Ezra was sent home albeit temporarily to recover. Ezra’s elder
brother John7 was also not having much luck at the time when the ship he was
on, the HMS Roxburgh was torpedoed, but not sunk in the North Sea. Having
recovered Ezra was then sent to France, only to find himself on the killing fields
of the Somme at Thiepval, and this is when Ezra’s time ran out. His family were
told in September 1916 that Ezra was reported as missing with the news being
given to Ezra’s sister Mrs Christine Slinger of High Bentham. Also during this
period Ezra’s father John had died.
Ezra is buried on the Somme at Lonsdale Cemetery Ref V-B-8 near to Thiepval
Memorial to the Missing. We are not sure where on the Somme Ezra was killed
but it is likely Ezra was involved in the attack on Hohenzollern Trench around
Thiepval Wood that he was killed, as Lonsdale Cemetery was enlarged after the
Armistice when graves from all over the Somme, almost all relating to 1916
were brought in. The Cemetery contains with Ezra, 1,542 soldiers, 816 are
unidentified and 22 others are known to be buried with them.

6

Thomas Wilcock was killed on the Somme 23 October 1916

7

John Stephenson survived the war but suffered from shell shock through the remainder of his life, or PTSD as
is called today.
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A memorial service was held at St Margaret’s Church with the Rev G H C
Bartley officiating. Ezra is commemorated on the memorial plaque on Station
Road, also on the memorial plaque at St Margaret’s Church [now relocated to St
John’s the Baptist Church in Low Bentham] and the Roll of Honour at All
Saints Church, Burton in Lonsdale. Ezra is recorded as being killed on the 14th
September 1916; he was 25 and the 11th Bentham man to be killed.
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In an English country churchyard

St Mary’s Church and war memorial, Kirkby Lonsdale. Photo © David Dixon (cc-by-sa/2.0)

On a recent visit to Kirkby Lonsdale, walking across the churchyard to Ruskin’s
view over the River Lune my eye caught three weathered Commonwealth War
Graves headstones. We all have eyes that are attuned to spot these among the
dozens of other headstones. Time to stop and pay our respects and record the
names – there is usually a story and these were no exception.

Lieutenant James Septimus Punchard

Born in 1874 at Kirkby Lonsdale, James Septimus Punchard was the fifth child
of eight to Frederick and Mary Punchard, Land agent and surveyor of The
Page 8

Despatch – February 2022
Gables, Kirkby Lonsdale. James Septimus Punchard was educated at Sedburgh
School and by 1901was working as a solicitor in Blackpool.

The Gables, Kirkby Lonsdale

The London Gazette of 23 August 1915 recorded that Second Lieutenant James
Septimus Punchard was commissioned into the 5th King’s Own Royal Lancaster
Regiment on 15 August 1915.
The 1/5th King’s Own Royal Lancaster Regiment war diary and the battalion
history – ‘King’s Own, 1/5th Battalion, TF in the European War, 1914-1918’,
compiled by Albert Hodgkinson, unusually makes no mention of the arrival of
this officer to the battalion. Many other subalterns are named as they arrive, are
wounded, killed, or transferred to other units.
The only mention of 2/Lt Punchard in both of these accounts relates to an
incident on 17 October 1916 within the Ypres sector when, ‘‘D’ Company
headquarters was blown in by a 4.2” shell about noon. One signaller was killed.
2/Lt Beckett buried but unhurt. In the afternoon 2/Lt Punchard went up to ‘D’
Company and took command during the absence of Captain Harris.’
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The London Gazette of 6 November 1917 announces that 2nd Lieutenant J S
Punchard to be Lieutenant with Royal Lancaster Regiment from 1 July 1917.
The Officers Service Record for Lt James Septimus Punchard reveals little more
information. The medical records show that he was wounded on 29 July 1917 at
St. Jean, Ypres. This was two days before the battalion took part in the opening
day of The Third Battle of Ypres on 31 July 1917, when they attacked from
Wieltje towards Gravenstafel Ridge. He was evacuated via Calais on 7 August
1917 and admitted to No.1 General Hospital, Reading, Berkshire.
A Medical Board Review was later conducted on 26 April 1918 at the Military
Convalescent Hospital, Ashton in Makerfield.
The GSW (Gunshot Wound) to the right thigh received on 29 July 1917
was reported to be healed with a rather adherent scar. He has not regained
his normal health and complains of a cough with some expectoration.
Slight crepitus on expiration. Had lived in a gas atmosphere for nearly
three months previous to receiving wound.
The Medical Officer’s review noted; he was much stronger, cough better
with less expectoration. Expansion L and R (lungs) normal. Upper R apex
slight dullness under R clavicle. Scar sound and adhesions nearly
disappeared. Medicine for cough.
Not fit for General Service
Fit for Garrison or Labour unit abroad in 6 months.
There was no further requirement for indoor hospital or convalescent
treatment.

Page 10

Despatch – February 2022
Most unusually there is no mention of this officer being wounded or sent to
hospital recorded within the battalion war diary, battalion history or in Kevin
Shannon’s comprehensive account of the1/5th KORL during 1914-1919.8
Lieutenant J S Punchard resigned his commission on 27 June 1918 due to ill
health. He was subsequently granted the rank of honorary Lieutenant. A Silver
War Badge was awarded on 24 August 1918 whilst a patient at Ashover
Sanatorium, Chesterfield. His home address at this time was recorded as
Milnthorpe, Westmorland.

At some point Lt Punchard was transferred to White Lodge Nursing Home, Spa
Road, Boscombe, Bournemouth. He was moving progressively further from his
family and home in north Lancashire. He died at White Lodge Nursing Home
on 2 April 1919. The cause of death was recorded as;
1. Tubercular disease of the lungs – 11 months
2. Tubercular ulceration of the larynx – 3 months
3. Heart failure

The cricketing prowess of Lt Punchard was recognised with an entry in ‘Wisden
on the Great War: The lives of Cricket’s Fallen 1914-18’ by Andrew Renshaw,
published in 1920 records –
Lt J S Punchard (KORL Rgt) died in a nursing home at Bournemouth on
April 2, aged 43. He had been gassed and badly wounded in the thigh at
St. Jean, and died of pulmonary tuberculosis. In 1892 he was a member of
Sedburgh School XI, and he played subsequently for Preston, Kirkby
8

Shannon, Kevin. The Lion and the Rose: The 1/5th Battalion the King’s Own Royal Lancaster Regiment 19141919, Vol 2,Fonthill Media, 2017
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Lonsdale, Blackpool, Northern Nomads, and Lancaster, the last
mentioned ten years. He is buried in the churchyard of St. Mary, Kirkby
Lonsdale, Westmorland.

There is an entry in Record of service of solicitors and articled clerks 19141918: With His Majesty’s Forces.
JAMES SEPTIMUS PUNCHARD
Admitted Nov 1898. Member of Talbot, Rheam & Punchard, of
Milnthorpe. Joined Aug. 25, 1915, as 1st Lieut., King's Own Royal
Lancaster Regt. Served in France. Wounded Aug. 1916. Died as a result
of wounds and gas, April 2 1919.
The King’s Own royal Lancaster Roll of Honour lists Lt James Septimus
Punchard 5 KO Died 2 April 1919 (ex 1/5 KO on Retired list from 7 July 1918).
The Medal Index Card for J S Punchard of 5th Bn R. Lancs R, gives his rank,
dated 6/4/18 as Hon Lt. There is no entry for Lieutenant J S Punchard in the
Medal and Awards rolls 1914-20. It would appear that the British War and
Victory medals were not issued.
The Pension Record Cards contain only one entry - ‘Punchard/Lieut James
Septimus, 5/Bn K O R Lancs R.’ There is no indication of any pension or
award.
The England & Wales National Probate Calendar 1858-1995 has the following
entry;
Punchard, James Septimus of Milnthorpe, Westmorland solicitor died 2
April 1919 at White Lodge Boscombe Hampshire. Administration
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Carlisle 22 July to Frederick Burt Punchard land agent. Effects £1,213
17s 11d.
The effects of his estate passed to his older brother Frederick Burt Punchard
living in Kirkby Lonsdale. At 2021 values this equates to roughly £146,881.

This is an intriguing story of an infantry officer who is mentioned only once
within his battalion’s war diary. There being no mention of his arrival at the
battalion and most unusual, there is no mention of him being wounded or
evacuated to hospital. Almost without exception if an officer was wounded in
the performance of his duties, went sick or was hospitalised, it was recorded
when they departed and returned.
Having recovered from the wound in his right thigh in April 1918 and the signs
of tuberculosis appearing, he is still considered to be fit enough for garrison or
labour company work within the next six months. The tuberculosis has
obviously been recognised shortly after and Lt Punchard is admitted to a
sanatorium. He resigns his commission in June 1918 without seeking a medical
discharge from the army, which no doubt would have resulted in some form of
pension.
The last months of Lt Punchard’s life were spent at a private nursing home
where he was recorded as James Septimus Punchard, Solicitor and pensioned
Lieutenant, 5th King’s Own Royal Lancaster. This was a long way from his
family still living in Kirby Lonsdale.
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14986 L/Cpl George Carr, 9th Border Regiment

George Carr was one of five sons and three daughters to Thomas and Sarah
Mary Carr of 17 Ashford Road, Scotforth, Lancaster. They had previously lived
at 8, Vicarage Lane, Kirkby Lonsdale, Westmorland where Thomas Carr
worked as a Painter and Decorator. The 1901 Census records the Carr family
living in the same road as the Punchard family - Fairbank, Kirkby Lonsdale.
George Carr enlisted at Carlisle on 10 September 1914. George was a 26 year
old, five foot two, farm labourer. He was attested and posted to the 9th Border
Regiment, 66th Infantry Brigade, 22nd Division of Kitchener’s third army.
The battalion trained at Lewes and Seaford before moving to Eastbourne in
November 1914. In February 1915 they became Divisional Pioneers prior to
moving to Aldershot in May 1915. The 9th Borders as part of 22nd Division
Landed in France 4 September 1915 and concentrated near Flesselles. Their stay
in France was very short. Private G Carr was appointed Lance Corporal
(unpaid) on 29 September 1915.
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On 27 October 1915 the division entrained for Marseilles where they eventually
embarked for Salonika. The division concentrated during November 1915 and
spent the remainder of the war in Salonika. The 9th Border was involved in the
retreat from Serbia during 8-13 December 1915.
The 22nd Division took part in the Battle of Horseshoe Hill in August 1916
followed by the Battle of Machukovo in September 1916. The severe winter
was followed by the Battles of Doiran during April and May 1917. The hot
summer of 1917 was accompanied by plagues of flies and mosquitos. During
1918 a number of units from the division were transferred to France. The
remaining elements were drawn into another battle at Doiran in September
1918.
George Carr was only one of many to suffer the effects of service in the hostile
conditions of Salonika. As early as 29 November 1915 he was admitted to 28th
General Hospital with diarrhoea. He returned to duties on 4 December but the
cold winter weather soon took its toll when he was admitted to 19th General
Hospital in Alexandria, Egypt suffering from frost-bitten feet. After a stay in a
convalescent home and six weeks at the 22nd Division Infantry Base Depot,
George Carr returned to Salonika on 1 May 1916.
Within weeks the heat and flies were having an effect and George was admitted
to 5th Canadian General Hospital suffering from dysentery. He was then
transferred by hospital ship to Malta on 14 July 1916, where he was admitted to
the Imtarfa Military Hospital. Discharged from hospital on 26 August 1916 he
was transferred to Ghajn Tuffieha convalescent camp, Malta before embarking
on H. T Franconia to return to Salonika where he was assigned to Lines of
Communication Duties on 22 September 1916.
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It is difficult to establish where or what duties George Carr performed over the
next year but he was once again hospitalised, this time to the 28th General
Hospital just east of the port of Salonika on 20 September 1917. Initially he was
‘NYD’ – Not Yet Diagnosed. Unfortunately the next few entries within his
medical records have become illegible and the next discernible line shows
George to have been diagnosed with ‘DAH’ – ‘disordered action of the heart’ in
late 1917.9
By 17 April 1918 George had been discharged to the Base Depot and
reclassified as grade ‘E’ which indicated that he was not likely to be fit for duty
for six months. On 18 June 1918 George embarked on the Hospital Ship
Braemar Castle and sailed for Malta. On 22 June he was again admitted to the
Imtarfa Military Hospital suffering from cardiac debilitation.
Lance Corporal George Carr reverted to the rank of private on 16 December
1918. On returning to England he was immediately posted to the Border
Regiment Depot on 11 January 1919. Illegible entries in the medical record
prevent us knowing any further details of George Carr’s illness and treatment
until he is admitted to the Southwark Military Hospital, East Dulwich, London
on 11 January 1919. A telegram was later sent to his mother as the next of kin,
on 12 February 1919 advising that their son was seriously ill with pneumonia.
Private George Carr died at 2.30 am on 14 February 1919 as a result of a dilated
heart and pneumonia. Private Carr’s mother, Mrs Mary Carr received on 30
May 1919, the monies due to her son amounting to £54.7.1 a sum that included
a War Gratuity of £20.0.0.

9

Disordered Action of the Heart also known as ‘Soldiers Heart’ was first recognised in 1868 and thought to be
attributed to heavy marching order kit that restricted the action of the heart. By 1916 it had become a major
problem. Many of the cases were the result of previous rheumatic fever. After wounds and amputations heart
conditions were the single most common cause of medical discharge.
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Private 3/6011 Samuel Dunning
The loss of both a father and a son

Samuel Dunning was born in Winsford, Cheshire. He was married to Agnes
Ann Dunning and lived at 16 Fairbank, Kirkby Lonsdale along with their four
children.
Military information on 3/6011 and 266485 Pte Samuel Dunning is scarce. No
Medal Index Card or Medal Roll entries can be found. The CWGC entry
records only 3/6011 Border Rgt, Transf to (266485) 552nd Coy Labour Corps.
The Register of Soldiers Effects states only ‘552 Emp Co Labour Corps’ and
that he died in hospital.
Private Dunning’s initial service number 3/6011 suggests he may have enlisted
into the 3rd (Reserve) Battalion at the start of the war. This was a
depot/training unit that remained in England throughout the war. Following
mobilisation they moved to Shoeburyness and in January 1916 then moved to
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Conway, North Wales. At the end of 1916 they moved to Barrow. The final
move in March 1917 was to Great Crosby, as part of the Mersey Garrison.
Samuel Dunning died in hospital at Oswestry, Shropshire on 15 September
1917. The cause of death was cardiac dilation aggravated by active service. He
left a widow – Agnes Ann and three children at home in Kirkby Lonsdale.
Mrs Agnes Ann Dunning was awarded an Immediate grant of £5.0.0 on 24
October 1917. The outstanding monies due to Private Dunning of £3.0.4 was
paid to his widow on 18 January 1918. A Widow’s Pension was awarded to Mrs
Dunning and her three children of £1.4.2, commencing 22 April 1918. By
March 1919 Mrs Dunning was living at 41 Bolton Street, Barrow in Furness. A
War Gratuity of £7.15.0 was paid to Mrs Dunning on 13 November 1919. In
1922 Mrs Dunning was living at 4 Enfield Road, North Shore, Blackpool but by
1924 had moved back to Moorgate, Kirkby Lonsdale.
In searching for the military records of 266485 Private Samuel Dunning I kept
coming across another Private Samuel Dunning, this one, 260605 of 7th Border
Regiment. It was when I found a Dependant’s Pension awarded to Mrs Agnes
Ann Dunning that I realised that this was her son, also called Samuel Dunning,
Killed in Action on 18 September 1918 at the age of twenty-two, a year
following the death of her husband.
Samuel Dunning junior enlisted as Private 1955 in the 2/1st Westmorland and
Cumberland Yeomanry. The regiment was formed as part of the Territorial
Force in 1908 with its headquarters in Penrith. The 2/1st was formed in
September 1914 as a second line unit for training and the supply of drafts for
the 1/1st.
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The 1/1st Squadrons were centred at:
‘A’ Squadron – Based in Kendal with drill stations at Carnforth, Kirkby
Lonsdale, Ulverston and Windermere.
‘B’ Squadron – Based at Penrith with drill stations at Keswick, Temple
Sowerby, and Cockermouth.
‘C’ Squadron – Based at Whitehaven with drill stations at Workington,
Maryport, and Barrow in Furness.
‘D’ Squadron Based at Carlisle with drill stations at Wigton and Alston.

By the spring of 1915 ‘A’ Squadron had been split up and distributed between
the other three squadrons who were then assigned to the 1st and 2nd Cavalry
Divisions that landed in France in July 1915. The whole Regiment was
eventually reformed in July1917, when they moved to the base depot to train as
dismounted infantry. On 22 September 1917 the officers and men were
transferred to the Border Regiment integrating with the 7th battalion to become
the 7th (Westmorland & Cumberland Yeomanry) Border Regiment.
The 7th Border Regiment was immediately involved in the fighting around
Ypres during the Third Battle of Passchendaele before moving to the old
Somme battlefields in early 1918.
In early September 1918 the 7th Border Rgt was training in the Lechelle area
between Albert and Cambrai. This was in preparation for the forthcoming attack
on Gauche Wood just west of Villers Guislain, sixteen kilometres south-west of
Cambrai. The wood sat atop a small knoll, traversed by German trenches.

Page 19

Despatch – February 2022

The attack on Gauche Wood

At 9.0 pm on 17 September 1918 the 7th Border moved up to their assembly
area near the sunken road south of Gauche Wood. The battalion was to move
through the lines taken by the 50th and 52nd Divisions and attack the wood at
5.20 am on 18 September. They attacked on a two company front and
immediately came under machine gun fire from the wood but pushed on and
successfully bombed their way into the enemy trenches before consolidating the
captured trenches. At 2.0 pm the expected enemy counter attack arrived and
drove out the two leading companies of the 7th Border with heavy casualties.
The companies held in support and reserve pushed forward and regained the
trenches by 5.0 pm.
A second counter attack began at 7.0 pm when the enemy attempted to bomb
their way along the trench but were held back. An enemy bombing stop at the
junction of the trenches was finally cleared and the positions consolidated by
2.0 am on 19 September. The battalion suffered further casualties during a
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heavy bombardment of the new front line before they were relieved that
evening.
Casualties during this battle resulted in: Officers – 1 killed. 6 wounded
OR’s – 24 killed, 225 wounded, 33 missing, 1 DOW
Private Samuel Dunning was killed in this action on 18 September 1918. He is
buried in Gauche Wood cemetery.
The monies due to Private Dunning amounting to £25.6.3 was distributed to his
family on 14 April 1919:
Mother –Agnes

£10.17.4

Brother – Richard

£3.12.6

Sister – Gertrude Harrison

£3.12.6

Sister – Mary

£3.12.5

Sister – Elizabeth

£3.12.6

A Dependant’s Pension of seven shillings (7/-) was awarded to Private
Dunning’s mother on 27 May 1919. A War Gratuity of £19.0.0 was paid to Mrs
Agnes A Dunning on 20 January 1920 in respect of her son’s service. Within a
year Mrs Dunning had lost both her husband and her eldest son.

Gauche Wood cemetery
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The condemnation and redemption of a soldier

The story of Private 9207 Jack Watson of the Suffolk Regiment came from one
of those ‘rabbit holes’ that one gets drawn down when researching something
completely different at the National Archives in Kew. Jack Watson’s war
service was far from typical. He was one of the 3,080 British and Empire
soldiers to have been tried at courts martial and sentenced to death during the
First World War. He was however, one of the fortunate ninety per cent of these
men to have their sentence commuted to another punishment. Of the 213 men
sentenced to death for cowardice, 14 were of them were ultimately executed.
Jack Watson’s case differs from many of those who had their sentence
commuted in that within a very short time; his sentence was remitted
completely as a result of his gallantry in action.
Background
Jack Watson was born on 16 June 1895 at St. Mary’s the less, Cambridge. He
enlisted on 12 August 1914 age as nineteen year old gardener. He was 5 feet, 3
inches tall with a 32 inch chest and weighed 122 lbs (8st. 10lb or 55Kg). Jack
was posted to the 7th Suffolk Regiment which had been raised at Bury St.
Edmunds in August 1914, as part of Kitchener’s New Army. The battalion was
assigned to the 35th Infantry Brigade, 12th Eastern Division.
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The 7th Suffolk landed at Boulogne, France on 30th May 1915 and moved to
Acquin. From here they marched to Campagne and on to Grandelle. During this
march 200 men fell out. On 5 June Jack Watson was admitted to 9th Casualty
Clearing Station (CCS) with abrasions to his heels. He was admitted to hospital
in Dieppe before being returned to the battalion on 17 June.
Meanwhile the battalion had moved to the Meteren-Steenwereck area, west of
Armentieres, on 6 June where under the guidance of the experienced 48 th
Division, they began their introduction into trench warfare. The battalion
eventually took over a section of the front line trenches at Ploegsteert Wood on
23 June 1915.
Loos
On 26 September 1915 the 7th Suffolk made their way to the Loos area where
they took over a section of trenches from the Guards Brigade before moving
into the sector facing the Hohenzollern Redoubt. On 13 October they
participated in an attack on the German lines where they bombed their way into
an enemy trench and consolidated the position before being relieved that night.
The battalion remained in the Loos area until 5 November when the moved to
Bethune.
The 7th Suffolk travelled through a number of areas before arriving in the
support trenches at Givenchy le Quesnay (between Bethune and La Bassee) on
15 December. It was here on 22 December 1915 that the section of front line
held by 7th Suffolk was heavily bombarded with shell fire and rifle grenades.
Among the twenty-eight casualties that day was Jack Watson who suffered a
gunshot wound (GSW) to the left shoulder. He was evacuated by Hospital Ship
to England on 29 December 1915.
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Having recovered from his wounds, Jack Watson returned to France on 19 April
1916. He eventually re-joined his battalion at Floringhem, west of Bethune, on
20 May 1916. On the opening day of the Battle of the Somme the 7th Suffolk
moved from reserve in Franvillers to the support trenches at Henincourt. The
battalion received orders on 2 July to attack Ovillers at 3.15 am on 3 July.
The Somme
Ten minutes before zero hour the leading waves advanced under cover of the
barrage. At zero hour the battalion made a frontal attack moving in eight
successive waves. The first four waves penetrated the enemy third line and a
portion of the village of Ovillers. However, owing to the darkness contact was
lost between the successive waves and the 5th Royal Bucks on their right. The
leading waves were unsupported, allowing the enemy to get between the
advancing waves and isolate them at the third line. The supporting companies
were too far behind and were caught in the open by the German machine guns.
Casualties in the 7th Suffolk battalion were 21 officers and 458 other ranks
killed, wounded or missing.
Jack Watson was wounded again with shrapnel wounds to his right hand and
face. He was again evacuated back to England on 8 July 1916 and admitted to
Tooting Military Hospital. Discharged on 25 August 1916 Jack returned to
France on 7 December where he was posted to 11th (Cambridgeshire) Suffolk
Regiment, 101st Infantry Brigade, 61st Division.
Transferred to 11th Suffolk Regiment.
9207 Private Jack Watson joined the 11th Suffolk Regiment south of
Armentieres on 20 December 1916. In January 1917 the battalion moved to
Meteren, 3 kilometres west of Bailleul. The unit then moved near Arras where
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they underwent intensive training before moving into the northern outskirts of
Arras at St. Nicholas and St. Catherine on 20 March 1917. They were employed
in working parties and trench digging in preparation for the forthcoming attack.
Arras
The battalion moved into the assembly trenches at 4.0 pm on 8 April 1917. By
2.30 am that night all companies were in position and hot tea and rum had been
distributed.
At 5.30 am on 9 April 1917 the barrage commenced on the enemy front lines.
The 11th Suffolk with the 16th Royal Scots on their right attacked the first line of
German trenches. By 5.50 am the attack was going well with only a few
casualties. By 6.05 am the German second line had been reached once again
casualties were light. By 7.00 am both ‘A’ and ‘C’ companies of 11th Suffolk
had reached the Black line and began to consolidate their positions. A large
number of prisoners had been taken with only minimal casualties.
An enemy counter-attack on 10 April 1917 was driven off and trenches were
dug in advance of the third enemy line as defence against further counter
attacks. The battalion moved forward once again on 13 April and established
outposts before sending out patrols to establish if the enemy was holding the
Gavrelle – Oppy line. Eventually, the troops now exposed to a heavy snow
storms and exhausted from weeks of working parties and fighting, were relieved
that night and moved to billets in Arras. The 11th Suffolk went into action with
20 officers and 606 other ranks. They returned with 12 officers and 465 other
ranks.
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Arrested
On 18 April 1917 while the battalion was resting in billets, Private Jack Watson
was confined awaiting trial for ‘misbehaving before the enemy in such a manner
as to show cowardice’. He was held in confinement from 18 April until 14 May
1917.He was tried by Field General Courts Martial on 15 May 1917 at Pernois
where he was found guilty and sentenced to death.
The sentence was confirmed by the Commander in Chief but commuted to 15
years penal servitude and suspended by the Commander in Chief on 28 May
1917. There is no mention of the charge or the resulting Courts Martial within
the 11th Suffolk battalion war diary or the 101st Infantry Brigade war diary. It
would appear that Jack Watson was returned to his unit on 29 May 1917 with a
suspended sentence of fifteen years in prison awaiting him should he deviate
again.
The 11th Suffolk had meanwhile moved from Pernois back to Arras where they
took over the right sector of the 34th Division front at Gavrelle. They alternated
between front line duties, working parties and training. On 4 July the battalion
moved to Poeuilly, south-east of Peronne before moving to Hargicourt, north of
St. Quentin on13 August 1917.
For the next ten days the 11th Suffolk trained for the forthcoming attack over
practice trenches combined with exercises in rapid wiring and consolidation. On
24 August the battalion moved to the jumping off positions which had been
marked out and the wire cut. At 11.30 pm on 25 August 1917 the companies
moved into their assault positions.
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The Hindenburg Line – Jack Watson’s redemption
The attack was launched at 4.30 am on 26 August 1917 with the objective of
capturing the high ground occupied by the enemy around Malakoff Farm, north
east of Hargicourt. The battalion objectives were to capture Rifle Pit Trench,
Malakoff Trench, Sugar Trench (N.E of Enfilade Trench), Malakoff Farm and
Malakoff Support Trench.

The first wave moved off at zero hour, as soon as it had passed the covering
party, this group joined them and proceeded on to Rifle Pit Trench which was
found to be empty. However, Malakoff Trench and Sugar Trench were occupied
which resulted in hand to hand fighting and bombing. The machine guns here
caused a few casualties but their crews were soon killed.
The second wave came up and advanced to their objectives. On the right, the
officer commanding ‘D’ Company noticed Triangle Trench was strongly
occupied and immediately decided to push on and take it and in doing so
collected thirty prisoners. This prompt action made all the difference to
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operations; it allowed quick consolidation and a trench was immediately started
between Triangle Trench and Malakoff Support Trench. The centre company
lost ground by going through the farm but as previously arranged, the troops on
either side of the farm bombed their way down Malakoff Support Trench. The
left support company took all objectives on time and established a block fifty
yards north of the junction of Malakoff Trench and Malakoff Support Trench.
As soon as all objectives were taken the Vickers machine guns were brought up
and positioned in Sugar Trench. The Stokes Mortars proved very useful in
keeping down enemy machine gun fire from Triangle Trench. All objectives
were gained by 4.50 am and immediately consolidated. During the attack the
11th Suffolk had captured two enemy machine guns and three trench mortars.
The next two days were spent consolidating the positions before the 11th Suffolk
was relieved at 11.30 pm on 29 August 1917.
Casualties for August 1917 were recorded as; Officers – 2 killed, 5 wounded
and 1 missing. Other Ranks – 34 killed, 126 wounded and 2 missing.
The battalion war diary and after action reports make no mention of any act of
bravery attributable to Jack Watson that resulted in his sentence being remitted
by the General Officer Commanding 101st Infantry Brigade on 9 September
1917. There is also no mention of Jack Watson among the honours presented on
11 September for actions during the attack and subsequent defence of the
positions at Malakoff farm.
The remainder of September was a routine of front line duties and brief periods
of rest in billets. October 1917 was a succession of moves to different camps to
the north west of Ypres where the battalion attempted to provide training for a
large draft of inexperienced troops. By the end of October, the 11th Suffolk had
moved to Miraumont in the Somme region, where they remained in brigade

Page 28

Despatch – February 2022
reserve. Jack Watson must have made atoned for his previous error because he
was granted two weeks home leave on 18 November 1917.
The German Spring Offensive
In early 1918 the Allies anticipating a German offensive began improvements to
their defensive positions as part of the newly adopted doctrine of defence in
depth. During January and February, 11th Suffolk was engaged in establishing
new positions around Hamelincourt; midway between Arras and Bapaume on
the Somme.
On 21 March 1918 the Germans attacked the line opposite Bullencourt
including the front held by 34th Division. The 11th Suffolk were in the Houplines
sector east of Armentieres where they were subjected to heavy artillery fire and
infiltration by German storm troops. The battalion fought a continuous rearguard action as they withdrew to new defensive lines over the next three days.
Battle of the River Lys
At the beginning of April 1918 the 11th Suffolk was at Erquinghen, south-west
of Armentieres where they prepared for an expected enemy attack. The battalion
withdrew to the north of the River Lys to positions along the Armentieres –
Bailleul railway. The Germans attacked on 13 April but the line held and the
enemy were turned back. By the end of April 1918 the 11th Suffolk had moved
up to the Ypres sector at Poperinghe. Most of May 1918 was spent training and
digging before the battalion was transferred to the 61st Division on 25 May. In
June they moved back to the Lys area west of Merville and July was spent
training while acting as Divisional reserve. Private Jack Watson was appointed
Lance Corporal (unpaid) on 17 July 1918.
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The Final Push
In August 1918 as the German army was being pushed back the 11th Suffolk
moved to the west of Armentieres in the La Sart sector as part of the Divisional
reserve. On the 8 August they moved to take up positions as the advanced guard
to the 183rd Brigade, 61st (2nd South Midland) Division. The enemy had vacated
their front line and were soon followed up as the 61 st Division maintained
contact and harassed the retiring German troops. By 17 August, the 11th Suffolk
was in positions east of Armentieres with their patrols following and harassing
the enemy. The Germans covered their retreat by laying down a heavy barrage
including large numbers of gas shells on the new British positions. Lance
Corporal Jack Watson was one of the 7 officers and 223 other ranks that were
injured by the gas from this bombardment.
Jack was admitted to the 54th Casualty Clearing Station before being transferred
to 32nd General Hospital at Wimereux. He reverted to the rank of Private on
leaving the battalion. He was evacuated to England and admitted to Reading
War Hospital on 30 August 1918 suffering from conjunctivitis and severe burns.
Jack Watson’s war was finally over. After a lengthy stay in hospital he was
finally demobilised to the ‘Z’ Reserve on 11 March 1919.
Jack Watson had spent over four years as a soldier. He was wounded twice and
then gassed. He had been accused and found guilty of cowardice. His death
sentence had been commuted to a suspended sentence of fifteen years penal
servitude which was remitted four months later by the GOC 101st Infantry
Brigade for gallantry in action on 26 August 1917. After surviving all of this he
was rewarded with a Disability Pension attributable to his wounds and gas
poisoning on 10 April 1919 at 5/6 for twenty-six weeks. This was pension was
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later reviewed at a Medical Board Appeal on 7 April 1920 when he was
awarded a final pension of 5/6 for one year.
It is a great pity that we shall never know the details of the charge for cowardice
or what feat of bravery took place at Malakoff Farm that had his sentence,
remitted instantly closely followed by home leave and then promotion. We can
only hope that he lived a long and happy life.
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BRIGADIER GENERAL REGINALD JOHN
KENTISH (RJK) & HIS 14th TALE

A RIVER, ITS FISH – AND A CORPS COMMANDER
Terry Dean
In November 2013’s Despatch I first told of my visit to the
Imperial War Museum to view the papers of RJK and my
discovery of stories (tales) he had drafted around 1940. They
describe amusing incidents he experienced in WW1 and this is
his 14th Tale, Tales 1 to 13 having been included in earlier
editions of Despatch.
Also, to occupy some “spare” time created by Covid, I have transcribed the
suitable remaining tales written by Kentish for Tom Williams, the Editor, to
consider which to include in future Email editions of Despatch.
SCENE: TIME: PLACE: Battalion Headquarters on the banks of the River
Yser: a June afternoon during a lull in the second Battle of Ypres.
DRAMATIS PERSONAE: A Corps Commander; General C. P. Prowse,
commanding 11th Infantry Brigade; Captain im Thurn10, his Brigade Major; a
young Officer learning Staff duties at Brigade headquarters; the 1st Battalion
East Lancashire Regiment; myself, commanding it: my Adjutant Lieut.
10

Later Lt. Col Basil Bernhardt von Brumsey im Thurn. DSO, MC Hampshire Rgt
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C F Prowse

B B v B im Thurn

H T MacMullen

H M Wilson

(and subsequently Major General) H.T MacMullen; my singing orderly Pte.
Roche ----- and plenty of ‘fishes’! (Pte Roche had a fine tenor voice and when
accompanying me up to and round the trenches he used to sing his Irish songs
much to the delight of the men.)
At the time of the story I am about to relate, the 11th Infantry Brigade was
holding a line with its left on the Yser at Boesinghe, where it joined on with the
French , and with its right about 1,000 yards due East, where it joined on with
the 10th Infantry Brigade of the 4th Division, then commanded by Major General
(afterwards Lieut. General Sir) Henry M. Wilson; ‘Fatty’ Wilson we all used to
call him and he was liked --- I might almost say “loved” ---by all ranks. Our
Corps Commander had been Lieut. General Sir William Pulteney (‘Putty’ to his
friends) also universally liked by all, who knew him but he had just left the
Corps and had been succeeded by a General Officer, whose name I have
forgotten, but who was more or less a stranger to us all. My Brigade
Commander was a most gallant officer and, like our Divisional Commander,
universally popular with all ranks, but, I regret to say he was killed on the
opening day of the first Battle of the Somme on July 1st 1916.
My ‘dug-out’, which was on the west bank of the river, was of the Bruce
Bairnsfather type --- namely a few sandbags and some corrugated iron, --- and,
on this particular morning, I was sitting in it, doing some writing, when
Page 33

Despatch – February 2022
MacMullen handed me a message, which had just come in from the Brigade. It
read as follows:
“Chief Engineer 3rd Corps reports River Yser had fallen two feet in the
last twenty-four hours stop please report for information Corps
Commander to what you attribute this stop urgent”
H.Q. 11th Inf. Brigade.”
Never connecting the fall of the river with our wooden swing bridges11, and the
safety of my line, I said with a laugh, as I handed the message to MacMullen:“Wonders‘ll never cease!!” They seem to think I’m a walking encyclopaedia!!
How the devil would I know why the ‘ruddy’ river has fallen two feet in the last
twenty-four hours?” And then, after a moment, I said: “Take this message
down:H.Q.11th Infantry Brigade
“Your message No. so and so received stop I attribute this to the
extraordinary and certainly very abnormal thirst of the fishes which live
in this river stop”
O.C. 1st East Lancashire Regt”
“That ought to keep them quiet for a bit,” I said, “and now I’m going round the
line and if you get any more fool messages, answer them on the same lines. I’ll
be back in a couple of hours or so.”

11

NOTE BY RJK REGARDING WOODEN SWING BRIDGES: As the Huns shelled and blew to pieces all bridges of a
permanent or semi-permanent nature, we had resorted to wooden ones, which were swung with the water into
position at dusk, and swung back parallel with the banks and camouflaged just before dawn. The enemy not
being able to locate them from the air, were unable to shell them and in this way we were able to get our
rations, ammunition etc. across at night without loss; but, without the necessary amount of water in the river,
the bridges would have been useless. This explains the Corps Commander’s anxiety about the fall in the river.
R.J.K.
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On my return I found that the only message, which had come in, was one from
the Brigade telling me the Brigade Commander wished me to meet him at 10
a.m. the following morning at the church in the ruined village about a quarter of
a mile west of my Headquarters.
Having forgotten all about the ‘fish’ message and not having the slightest idea
what the Brigade Commander wanted to see me about, I started off the next
morning for the rendez-vous taking my orderly Pte Roche with me!
On arrival I found the Brigade Commander already there alone and waiting for
me and looking very serious. I gave him, as usual, my No. 1 Salute, which he
returned and then, instead of his customary cheery “Good morning Kentish and
how the lads are etc. ”he said, “Come along with me Kentish I want to talk to
you seriously,” and taking me aside and out of earshot of my orderly he began:
“Look here; you must stop sending Brigade these ------ fool messages every
time the spirit moves you. If you don’t, you’ll get yourself into serious trouble.
“You see, when this particular message about the fall of the river arrived, I had
gone up to the line with im Thurn leaving behind a young Officer, who has just
been attached to the Brigade as a ‘learner’ to ‘hold the fort’ and to deal with all
messages coming in etc., and when this message came in, he quite rightly sent it
on to you, as the Yser is in your sector. But, although you know perfectly well
that you rely on there being sufficient water in the river to swing the bridges
into position at night, and that, if there isn’t, you’re cut off from practically the
whole of your men on the other side with no means of getting their rations and
ammunition up to them and, in case of attack, reinforcements - - - although you
know all this, yet when a perfectly serious message comes from the Corps
Commander asking you why you think the river has fallen, you send a d—n
stupid message back telling him that you put it down to the abnormal thirst of
the fishes, which live in the river!!!
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“On my return to Brigade Headquarters,” he continued, “I was shown the two
messages, and also one from the Divisional Commander saying that the Corps
Commander wished me to ring him up directly I came in. I did so and found
him in a furious temper, and after telling me the message he had sent and the
reply he had received, he said, “Who is this fellow Kentish?” I told him that you
were one of my best Commanding Officers, to which he replied, “That may be
your opinion of him, but I think he must be a ------ fool” and he went on cursing
you and then, after telling me that I was to see and tell you the serious view he
took of the matter, he rang off!
“So, you see the mess you have got yourself and also me into! For Heaven’s
sake,” he said, “be a good fellow and take this war seriously, and don’t send me
any more messages of this kind.” And with that, our short and painful meeting
came to an end, the Brigadier returning to his Headquarters and I going back to
mine, feeling very concerned that I had got my Brigade Commander into such
trouble, and only wishing that the Corps Commander had been blessed with just
the smallest sense of humour. And so ends the story of those very thirsty
‘fishes’ which lived in the Yser River, an irate Corps Commander --- and
myself!!
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A Day at Trent Bridge
Peter Denby

In 2014, whilst visiting family in Nottingham, I took the opportunity to join
with a local rambling group which had organised a series of themed guided
walks to commemorate the centenary of WW1, each walk examining an aspect
of Nottingham’s contribution to the war. Readers with a long memory may
recall my writing about a couple of these walks for Despatch (these are
available on the website: Issue 15, May 2015 - “Captain Albert Ball, VC, DSO
[2 bars], MC”, about Nottingham’s famous airman; and Issue 21, May 2018 “A Walk in Attenborough”, about the catastrophic 1st July 1918 explosion at the
Chilwell National Shell Filling Factory).
One of those monthly walks had taken us along the River Trent at Trent Bridge
where we briefly stopped at Nottingham’s main civic war memorial. Ever since
I have been meaning to revisit this memorial to take a longer look at it. So it
was that with the easing of lockdown, in October 2021 I applied for furlough to
my commanding officer (i.e. my wife Wendy) and spent a long weekend in
Nottingham, staying at Premier Inn Nottingham South (other hotels are
available!); the bus from just outside the hotel goes to the city centre via Trent
Bridge, and I reserved the Saturday to visit the memorial.
Trent Bridge is well known to sports fans. Either side of the river are the two
football grounds, Notts County’s Meadow Lane and Nottingham Forest’s City
Ground, and next to City Ground is of course the famous Trent Bridge cricket
ground, home of Nottinghamshire County Cricket Club. Several rowing clubs
are also sited at Trent Bridge, and so I took the opportunity to enjoy my
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customary morning bacon butty and coffee sat by a riverside kiosk watching the
pleasant spectacle of the rowers who were out in numbers. Coincidentally on
that Saturday Nottingham Forest were hosting Blackpool in a Championship
match, and I managed to buy a ticket for that too. A five minute walk from
Trent Bridge along the riverside Victoria Embankment brought me to the war
memorial at Memorial Garden. During the Great War the local philanthropist
Jesse Boot (of Boots the Chemist fame) started a newsletter Comrades in Khaki,
declaring in a patriotic editorial that “the aim of the periodical is to extend good
fellowship among those who by faithful duty under Britain’s banner keep the old
flag proudly flying”.
In 1920, when a piece of land by the Trent was offered for sale, Jesse Boot said:
“I had often observed the great enjoyment of the large crowds
frequenting the river banks…and I was keenly desirous that the river
bank should be kept as open as possible. Therefore I purchased this land
and presented it to the City of Nottingham to be preserved forever as an
open space for the benefit of the citizens”.
In the summer of 1920, as part of the development, an imposing war memorial
gateway and adjoining garden were constructed with the aid of Jesse Boot’s
funds. The Memorial Gate stands 46 feet high and is 58 feet wide. The left
column was originally inscribed with “1914” and the right column “1918”, but
after the Second World War the inscriptions were changed to “1914-1918” on
the left column and “1939-1945” on the right column.
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The Memorial Gate viewed from across the River Trent.

The Gate and Memorial Garden are now maintained by Nottingham City
Council and serve to commemorate the two World Wars, hosting an annual
Remembrance Sunday service. The Gate leads into the Garden wherein are
several small memorials and plaques, including Nottingham’s WW1 VC paving
stones. (The one for Albert Ball is on the right).

In addition, I was pleased to find an impressive new memorial - The
Nottinghamshire World War 1 Centenary Memorial unveiled by HRH Duke of
Kent on 28th June 2019.
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This memorial commemorates all the Nottinghamshire military and civilian war
dead of 1914-1918, and also includes those who died up to 1923 consequential
to injuries sustained in the war. The thousands of names - researched by Dr
David Nunn and volunteers - are displayed in year and alphabetical order.

More information on the memorial and the names can be viewed at
https://secure.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/rollofhonour
I noted that The Western Front Association is listed amongst the new
memorial’s many donors.
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Leaving Memorial Garden I crossed over the nearby footbridge to walk back to
Trent Bridge and the City Ground for a pre-match cuppa, passing on the way
the local West Bridgford War Memorial.

After leaving the match I noticed the cricket ground was also a hive of activity:
a beer festival was taking pace until 11pm…well why not…?!. Alas a steward
informed me that entry was by pre-purchased ticket only. So, it being a fine
evening I decided to earn a nightcap by walking back to the hotel and its
adjoining pub: a perfect end to a - near perfect (Blackpool lost 2-1) - day.
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Gunner Stewart Fagg RGA

During a piece of research on Great War Auxiliary hospitals in Lancashire I
came across an account of a Victoria Cross hero being treated at Alder Hey
Hospital, Liverpool. Alder Hey Hospital is now a world renowned children’s
hospital but in 1914 it was assigned to the military medical services as an early
specialist orthopaedic hospital. The Liverpool Daily Post of 31 December 1914
carried the headline and story;
‘Victoria Cross Hero,
Worked gun single handed for 16 days.
Special interview at Liverpool hospital.’

‘Few men possess a better right to have their names inscribed on the
national roll of fame than Gunner Fagg:, and while the story of the
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remarkable experiences which have befallen him during the present
campaign read more like a page of fiction than a record of sober fact, but
no one who has seen and talked with this quiet-spoken, modest young
giant could easily doubt the truth of his story.
This is the second time the gunner has been sent home wounded. The first
time he was badly hurt, but that wound was regarded as a trifle just a
bullet in the foot. He is a giant of a man, tall and broad, with a massive
chest and shoulders a man built on big lines and possessing unusual
strength. Should you remark upon it, be laughs quietly and says: "Yes,
I'm just over six feet."
In the hospital ward the gunner told his battles over again to the Press
representative and described how he won the coveted V.C. The artillery
had taken up a strong position, and were vigorously shelling the German
lines. The enemy seemed unable to locate them properly, or to get the
correct range, and for eight days the British guns played havoc among the
foe. Then things changed. The Germans found exactly where they were,
and poured in a hail of shot and shell, which took a heavy toll of our men.
With eight of their twelve guns smashed and their strength, heavily
reduced by the enemy's fire, the Britishers held on dutifully but it was an
unequal struggle and after some fierce fighting, the remnants of the force
— some twenty-five men only were left — and the four guns that
remained undamaged were captured by the Germans.
A daring escape
The survivors were imprisoned within a barbed wire enclosure near the
German lines, and were told they would all be shot at dawn. But they did
not wait for that. Among their number was a little interpreter, who as
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dusk was falling crept round the enclosure to see if there was any way of
escape. It was impossible to scale the barbed wire fence, or wriggle
through the entanglements, but the Interpreter returned with news that
only one sentry was guarding their prison, The Germans apparently
thought there was little chance of their captives escaping. The prisoners
had been relieved of all their weapons with the exception of their jack
knives, but, although the chances of success were against them, a
hurriedly called council-of-war decided in favour of making a bid for
freedom. It was a desperate venture but, as they all expected to be shot at
daybreak, they felt the risks were worth running. They could only die
once, anyhow. So when darkness set in they put their plan into operation.
Gunner Fagg crept stealthily towards the entrance to the enclosure, which
he reached unobserved. Then with one bound, he sprang upon the sentry
and overpowered him before the man could give a warning.
The way of escape lay open, but these daring spirited men were not
content merely to get away with whole skins. About five hundred yards
away were their captured guns, and about the same distance off in another
direction was the sleeping German camp. Moving quietly and with
utmost caution, they made for the guns. A sentry was on guard, but, worn
out by the fatigue of the day he had fallen asleep, and he was easily
accounted for. "The interpreter dealt with him," said Gunner Fagg. “And I
don't think he ever woke up again." The night was wearing on, but the
daring escape was still undiscovered, and so these amazing Englishmen
quietly manned the guns and got away with them. As soon as they were
out of hearing they travelled as fast as they could, and shortly after dawn
they reached their own lines. And here, among the dead bodies of their
comrades, they fixed the four guns again, and instead of being shot at
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daybreak they greeted their captors of the previous evening with a
vigorous fusillade. The Germans apparently were unable to believe that
the prisoners had escaped unaided; they obviously suspected British
reinforcements, for there was no attempt to rush the gallant twenty-five.
Alone for 16 days
With no officers among the little company so Gunner Fagg was chosen
battery commander. He sent four men hack to the British lines for more
ammunition and with the remainder he worked the guns. Although the
Germans showed no desire to come to close quarters, they kept up a
furious bombardment. Then they crept round a bit to the flank, and the
fire became hotter than ever. "I met this development by splitting up the
battery," the gunner said, "and opened fire with two of the guns from a
different position, to make them think we had been reinforced. But from
their new position the Germans were able to keep the land between us
and our own lines, and the fire was so heavy that the men I had sent for
ammunition were unable to get back. Our little party was dwindling and
all of the four guns were smashed up, and then a shell burst among us,
and wiped out my gun crew. I was the only man left. A minute or two
later my left gun was shattered, and a splinter of shell tore the breech
from my right gun. The breech of the left gun, however, remained intact,
and I was able to remove it and fix it on to the right gun, which went on
working.
The Germans, or course, were now shelled from other positions as well,
but they kept up so hot a fire that it was impossible for reinforcements to
reach me. The only thing for me to do was to stick where I was and keep
plugging away at them. "And that is what I did day after day, night after
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night. I kept count of the time: I was working that gun for sixteen days
and nights before reinforcements came. I was wounded several times, but
did not seem to notice it. I think I went stark mad. I dare not sleep, and I
had little to eat. The interpreter, of whom I told you, took refuge in one of
the villages nearby, and on three occasions during those sixteen days he
managed to bring out some food for me.
At the end of this time the German fire slackened, as I learnt afterwards,
they were preparing to retreat before our advancing troops. Then some of
our men came up to me. I thought they were Germans at first, and I felt it
was all up with me. Their officer suggested that I had better retire, but I
had stuck to the gun all that time, and did not want to leave it then, so I
asked permission to remain. He let me stay there and gave me twenty-five
men to help with the gun. I sent some of them back to our line for more
ammunition as my stock was getting very low. The reinforcements
moved away for a bit, but returned later, and the officer told me that the
Germans were retiring, and he was going to advance. Then they went
right ahead, and we went on working the gun, dropping the shells over
their heads and lengthening the range at every shot. With the men now
helping me, I was able to keep up a rapid rate of fire, and we let them
have nine a minute. Then I heard a clatter at the rear, and the British
cavalry swept by with a rush. It was all over, there was nothing more for
me to do, and I collapsed. I do not remember anything more till I up on
the boat that was taking me to England. I found afterwards I had been
wounded seven times in the right side, but only one of the wounds was
serious."
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Fighting again
But his battles were not yet over yet. He made a rapid recovery, and at his
own request went out to the front again as soon as he was well. Once
more he distinguished himself by gallantry on the field. He was taking
ammunition up to the British guns in the face of a heavy fire. The first
time he got through scot-free, the second time his horse was shot from
under him as he was returning, he tried again, and got his load up but as
he was coming back with the empty wagon his new horse fell dead , and
he received a bullet wound in the foot, while the ammunition wagon was
smashed to splinters.
After that he had to give up and was again sent home to recuperate. He is
making good progress at, Alder Hey Hospital, and yesterday was able to
limp about the ward.’

This amazing story was also carried by the Dover Express on 8 January 1915,
the Whitstable Times and Herne Bay Herald on 23 January 1915. Six months
later on Sunday 4 July 1915, the story appeared in the Daily Colonist, a
newspaper in Victoria, British Columbia, Canada. Gunner Fagg’s brother
Arthur was apparently employed in a timber mill at Victoria, B.C. The Daily
Colonist version started with a paragraph of local interest which further
glorified Gunner Fagg’s exploits and improved on his decorations. The
remaining narrative was verbatim as it had appeared in the Liverpool Daily
Post.
‘The war has brought forth many stories of heroism of one kind or
another, but it is doubtful if any of those who have won even the coveted
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Victoria Cross have more richly earned their honour than Gunner Stuart
Fagg, of the Royal Garrison Artillery, whose brother, Mr. Arthur Fagg is
an employee of Sir John Jackson’s Mill, at Victoria. Gunner Fagg is the
son of Mr. and Mrs. Fagg, of Thornton Farm. Eastry, Kent, England, and
he is one of seven members of his family who are serving with the
colours. Since earning the V.C, Gunner Fagg has again been wounded
and has now been awarded the Distinguished Conduct Medal, surely a
double distinction which will fall to few, even of the bravest.’

So what do we know of our hero Gunner Fagg?

His Medal Index Card and Medal Roll show no record of awards for gallantry.
He was at least awarded the 1914/15 Star along with the British War and
Victory medal. No Silver War Badge was presented and there is no evidence
among the Pension Index Cards of any award of a payment or pension for war
injuries. Gunner Stuart Fagg is not listed among the VC winners listed in the
London Gazette.
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Fortunately, the Service Records of Gunner Stewart Ernest Fagg are available
and they provide a completely different military record to that described in the
newspapers of the time.
Stewart Ernest Fagg was born in 1887 at Milton, Kent. On 24 September 1907.
He enlisted in the Royal Garrison Artillery at Sittingbourne, Kent at the age of
eighteen. His occupation was given as a bricklayer. He was five foot nine
inches in height, weighed 160 lb (11st 6lb) with a thirty-eight inch chest. Hardly
the giant described in the press.

On 28 September 1908 Gunner Fagg sailed for Gibraltar where he was to be
stationed for the next four years, returning home in October 1912. He sailed for
France to join the BEF on 5 November 1914 as part of 8th Divisional
Ammunition Column. By 27 December 1914 he was back in England at the
RGA Depot. In February 1915 he was admitted to hospital with a suspected flat
left foot. During the month he was in hospital a Medical Officer noted that
Gunner Fagg ‘displays various signs of mental disarrangement’. He was
referred to the surgical division for treatment of the joint on his big toe and later
diagnosed with a flat foot.
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Gunner Stewart Fagg married Dorothy Ivy Bishop on 7 July 1915 at Woolwich,
before he returned to France on 14 September 1915 where he joined the 25 th
Heavy Howitzer Battery. He was appointed acting Bombardier on 28 October
1915 and promoted to Bombardier on 11 July 1916 and then appointed Acting
Corporal on 10 October 1916.
A/Cpl Fagg was admitted to hospital in Rouen, France on 22 December 1916
suffering from a septic toe. From here he was evacuated to Reading War
Hospital where he was admitted with a swollen left big toe which had a
thickened and deformed nail. X-rays showed an exostosis (a bone outgrowth)
and osteoarthritis of the terminal joint. While in hospital he was also diagnosed
with Scabies. On 24 January 1917 his left big toe was operated on and the nail
and exostosis removed. He was discharged on 26 April 1917 and posted to the
Depot.
By 29 October 1917 Cpl Fagg was under arrest and awaiting trial at Ripon,
Yorkshire. On 18 December 1917 he was tried at a District court Martial and
found guilty of ‘Conduct to the prejudice of good order and military discipline’.
He was reduced to the ranks and sentenced to one year imprisonment with hard
labour. This was commuted to detention for the same period. On 9 March 1918
Gunner Fagg was returned to duty and the unexpired portion of his sentence
was remitted when he re-embarked on 10 March 1918. He was posted to 135th
Siege Battery, RGA.
It did not take long before Stewart Fagg was once again appointed Acting Lance
Bombardier on 6 July 1918. However, this was short lived. On 5 September
1918 he reverted to Gunner when he was admitted to hospital ‘sick’. Gunner
Fagg finished the war at a base depot where he was demobilised to ‘B’ Army
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Reserve on 1 March 1919 on termination of his engagement. Stewart Ernest
Fagg died age 81 at Sittingbourne, Kent in 1968.
The initial newspaper story was a total fabrication. Gunner Fagg was never
hospitalised in Liverpool. He bore no physical resemblance to the character in
the story and his war service in 1914 was with an ammunition column, not
manning the guns.

False news 1915 style
Was this an early example of propaganda/misinformation in an effort to add
some brightness to the first winter of the war or just a spurious effort to sell
newspapers by a journalist with a highly vivid imagination?
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Was this the largest Mutiny in the British Army?
Sixty-three men of 1st Garrison Battalion Sherwood Foresters

Whilst researching the trial of Jack Watson (vide supra) another ‘rabbit hole’
appeared, which I dutifully fell into. Within the registers of Field General
Courts Martial held at The National Archives, was an entry of sixty-three men
of 1st Garrison Battalion (Sherwood Foresters) Notts and Derby Regiment
charged with mutiny at Kantara, Egypt on 5 June 1917.

Courts Martial Register. WO 213

Historical background
All British servicemen in the Great War were made aware from their first day of
service of the penalties associated with mutiny which, in time of war could lead
to the death penalty. In Gerard Oram’s book he calculates that 55 men were
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tried and sentenced to death for mutiny, with 15 of them being executed during
the Great War.12
Mutiny in the British Army had been first set down in the Mutiny Act of 1689
and later incorporated into the 1913 Army Act. The definition of mutiny - being
'An organised act of disobedience or defiance by two or more members of the
armed services'. Historically, during wartime capital punishment was generally
reserved for the so-called 'ringleaders'.
In an article that appeared on the old Western Front website in 2008, Dr David
Payne estimated that between 1914 -1920, only 1,800 British servicemen were
court-martialled for mutiny, with the Western Front accounting for only 42 such
charges. In his opinion many of the recorded British so-called 'mutinies' could
be more properly labelled as 'strikes' or ‘collective indiscipline'.
Garrison Battalions
Garrison Battalions were formed in August 1915 and consisted of men who,
although unfit for battle, were capable of performing garrison duties. They
served in Egypt and Palestine from October 1915 before being disbanded in the
late summer of 1919. One of their primary duties was to garrison the Suez
Canal. The Suez garrisons were formed into northern and southern sections.
1st Garrison Battalion Sherwood Foresters
The battalion was formed at Lichfield in July 1915 before moving to Malta in
October. On the 12 February 1916 the 1st Garrison Battalion Sherwood Foresters
moved to Alexandria in Egypt and ten days later arrived in Port Said. The

12

Gerard Oram. Death Sentences passed by Military Courts of the British Army 1914-1925,(Francis Boutle,
London, 1998), p.15
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battalion was located firstly at Ismailia in November 1916 and then on to Der El
Belah (Suez Camp) in May 1917.

Map courtesy of New Zealand History on-Line

Kantara was the terminus of the railroad into Palestine and became the base of
the British Expeditionary Force in Egypt. The 1st Garrison Battalion Sherwood
Foresters came under the command of the Southern Canal Section which
consisted of:
1st Garrison Battalion Northamptonshire Regiment
1st Garrison Battalion Sherwood Foresters
121st Indian Field Ambulance
123rd Indian Field Ambulance
2nd Field Veterinary Detachment
23rd Auxiliary Horse Transport Company (900 Company ASC)
493rd Mechanical Transport Company, Army Service Corps
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On 5 June 1917, sixty-three men of the 1st Garrison Battalion of the Sherwood
Foresters (Nottingham and Derby Regiment) were Court Martialled for Mutiny
at Kantara, Egypt. The names are listed in the registers of the Judge Advocate
General's Office: Field General Courts Martial and Military Courts, Registers;
Series: WO 213/15. All of the men tried that day were found guilty of mutiny
and given what appears to be the lenient sentence of two years hard labour.
Interestingly no ‘ringleaders’ appear to have been identified and punished
accordingly. The original sentence of imprisonment with hard labour was
suspended on 5 July 1917. At this stage of the war the army was suffering
severe manpower shortages and every able bodied man was deemed to be a
valuable asset.
What caused the unrest/mutiny?
After trawling through the available archives relating to Field General Courts
Martial in 1917 it became apparent that the transcripts of this trial along with
many others had not survived which unfortunately means that the charges
brought against the sixty-three men and their grievances cannot be fully
explained. However, the war diary for the 1st Garrison Battalion Sherwood
Foresters, although very light on detail, does show a gradual leakage of men
who were once considered unfit for front line service. This no doubt led to a
loss of cohesion amongst a battalion of men who had been together since 1915.
While still in England only half of the battalion had been armed and equipped
prior to embarkation. After landing at Suvla Bay, Gallipoli they were re-armed
with Mk 3 SMLE rifles. After four weeks of blizzards and freezing conditions
the battalion re-embarked for Egypt and took up their role as garrison troops
guarding supply depots, dumps, airfields, bridges, railways, military
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installations and the residences of senior officers. It was boring and tedious
work illustrated by the single line entry in the war diary for April 1917 –
‘Nothing of importance to record during this month’.
While the battalion was at Suez Camp on 3 June 1917 they were required to
exchange their SMLE’s for the inferior Ross rifles.13 Three days later one
officer and fifty men proceeded ‘overseas’ ostensibly as an escort. On 20 June
1917 the war diary records that Lt-Gen Lawson inspected the battalion in
connection with ‘manpower’, In July, the month of the Field General Courts
Martial, the war diary again merely notes – ‘No matter of importance to record
in connection with the battalion.’

Sentence – 2 years hard labour

On 19 August 1917 a total of 113 other ranks were re-classified as grade ‘A’
and despatched to No.2 Infantry Base Depot to join the 2nd Loyal North Lancs at
13

The .303 Canadian Ross rifle was highly accurate but was longer than the Lee-Enfield, heavier and prone to
jamming from dust and dirt. It did not tolerate the mass-produced British ammunition. It was universally
disliked by front line soldiers.
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Alexandria. This was followed in September with twenty-eight men sent to the
12th Norfolk Regiment. Tradesmen were combed out of the ranks and sent to
appropriate units. Over the next three months 170 men were re-classified as
grade ‘A’ and transferred, twelve further tradesmen were sent out and 201 men
transferred to various units including fifty-two to act as orderlies with the
RAMC.
The men of the 1st Garrison Battalion Sherwood Foresters had been moved from
pillar to post, disarmed and no doubt following the visit of Lt-Gen Lawson,
could see that the brotherhood of the battalion was going to be broken up. No
doubt the inhospitable camps and tedious duties added to their grievances. The
presiding officers and the brigade commander undoubtedly did not see this as a
mutiny – possibly more of a collective indiscipline or industrial action. The
sentences imposed, which were suspended within a month suggest the view that
the army did not consider this a true mutiny but it had to appear to address the
indiscipline. Morale must have been pretty low as the battalion was gradually
broken up and scattered throughout the British army.
What became of the ‘Mutineers’?
Of the 63 men court martialled for mutiny, only ten can later be fully identified
as serving with the 1st Garrison Battalion Sherwood Foresters. The lack of a first
name and a service number in the Courts Martial Register makes this difficult.
Unfortunately of the ten men identified, no service records have been found and
much of the information is gathered from Medal Rolls and Medal Index Cards
(MIC).
The MIC and Medal Rolls indicate that medals were forfeited for a number of
men and a brief note for the forfeiture included – typically - ‘Forfeited. 2 yrs for
mutiny 5.6.17.’ The original 1914/15 Star Roll and the British War and Victory
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Medal Roll for 19833 Private J Haywood show that his decorations had been
forfeited. However, a later medal roll entitled – ‘Supplementary Rolls of
individuals entitled to the decorations granted under Army Order 20 of 1918 in
accordance with War Office Circular Instructions 68/Gen. No. /3772 d/4.2.21.’ contains the original entry within the ‘Remarks’ column ‘Sentenced to 2
yrs joining in a mutiny 5.6.17. Suspended 5.7.17. Remitted 6.10.19. Class ‘Z’
6.10.19‘this has been struck out and the term ‘Re-submitted’ has been included
in the supplementary roll.
The 1914/15 Star Roll for Private 46629 George Samuel Street, subsequently
transferred to 1/4th Wiltshire Regiment, records only – ‘No Medal’. Within the
‘Remarks’ column of the British War and Victory Medal Roll there is the entry
– ‘Sentenced to 2yrs H.L 5.6.17 for joining in a mutiny. Sentence suspended
5.6.17. Remitted 6.10.19. Class ‘Z’ 23.3.19’. These remarks have also been
struck out and again under the- ‘Supplementary Roll of Individuals entitled to
the Decoration granted under Army Order 20 of 1918 in accordance with War
Office Circular Instructions 88/Gen No./3772d/4.2.21 he was granted the
decorations.

Detail from Medal Roll of Private 46629 George Samuel Street

The sentences of two men are recorded as having been remitted on 6 October
1919. At the end of the war five were placed into the class ‘Z’ reserve and one
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man, Private T C Bestwick having been transferred to the 2nd Loyal North
Lancashire Regiment was later tried for another offence by General Courts
Martial in 1920.
Number

Name

Transferred
to

Medals

Sentence
Remitted

Demobed

21639

TC
Bestwick

2nd L.N.L

?

?
2nd CM
8.2.20

29334

W J Booley

10th KOSLI

Forfeited
14/15 Star,
BW&VM
Forfeited
but
awarded on
1921
supplement
Not
Forfeited

?
16.9.19

64946

WH
Bowden

1/7th
Cheshire

30239

A E Harvey

Ox & BLI

Not
Forfeited

?

19833

J Haywood

1/4th Wilts

Suspended
5.7.17
Remitted
6.10.19

19419

H Rathbone

Ox & BLI

Forfeited
but
awarded on
1921
supplement
?

?

?

7070

JEG
Robinson

2nd Notts &
Derby

?

?

44633

W Scoffham

1st Worcs

?

?

To ‘Z’
Reserve
8.3.19
?

30297

J E Slater

2nd LNL

?

?

?

30063

G S Street

25th Hants

Forfeited
but
awarded on
1921
supplement

Remitted
6.10.19

To ‘Z’
Reserve
23.3.19

?

To ‘Z’
Reserve
1.9.19
To ‘Z’
Reserve
31.8.19
To ‘Z’
Reserve
13.10.19
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Maintaining a Policy of Aggression

An account of a trench raid carried out by 1/5th King’s Own Royal
Lancaster Regiment on 15 October 1916.

In October 1916 the 1/5th King’s Own Royal Lancaster Regiment was billeted
within the prison at Ypres, prior to moving to front line trenches near Wieltje
north east of Ypres. A comment within the war diary for the 10 October 1916
gives an insight into how a trench raid, an operation feared by most junior
officers and their men, was initially conceived. The full details of how the raid
was organised, conducted and evaluated – not to mention the costs was later
recorded in the attachments and appendix to the war diary.
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War diary extract 10 October 1916 –
‘According to 2nd Army policy of aggression a scheme for raiding the
enemy’s trench was discussed at a meeting of company commanders and
the commanding officer.
It was decided that about 50 men of ‘A’ company shall carry it out under
two officers. 2/Lt Westwater and 2/Lt Dickson were selected. Definite
arrangements as to time etc. were not decided on. The date would
probably be the night of Sunday October 15th and the objective the enemy
sap called the MOUND.’
The policy of aggression
Haig had inherited an agreement between the Allies that a major coordinated
attack against the Germans should take place in early 1916. Secondary to this
was an agreement that the enemy should be worn down by minor, local and
preparatory attacks. He was however, concerned about committing untrained
troops to any such large scale preparatory attacks. Thus the inception of raids
was seen as a means of wearing down the enemy without committing large
numbers of untrained troops to the battlefield. By January 1916 Haig was more
in favour of ‘winter sports’ or raids to continue into the spring. The strategic
role of raiding in static warfare was deemed to be wearing the enemy down and
to preventing inactivity at the front.
Preparation for the raid
In preparation for the raid, practice trenches were dug near the billets in Ypres
and the scheme rehearsed by ‘A’ company over the next few days. Meanwhile,
a company of the 5th South Lancashire Regiment would remain in the reserve
trenches taking the place of ‘A’ company when the battalion moved up into the
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front line. 2/Lt Westwater visited the front to make a reconnaissance of the
Mound. A full practice was carried out on the evening of 14 October in front of
the G.O.C (this was probably General Jeudwine, GOC 55th Division) including
the explosion of a Bangalore torpedo.
Comprehensive operational orders were issued by 166th Infantry Brigade on 14
October. They cover four and a half foolscap sheets containing the instructions
for the infantry and the cooperation of the artillery, trench mortars and machine
guns. The object of the raid was threefold:
a) To kill or capture the enemy.
b) To secure identification
c) To capture and remove any machine gun that may be in the saphead

From Hodgkinson14

14

th

The King’s Own 1/5 Battalion TF in the European War, 1914-1918, Albert Hodgkinson. King’s Own Royal
Regiment Museum, Lancaster
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The Bangalore torpedo was to be inserted underneath the wire then exploded by
an electrical charge initiated by Royal Engineers positioned in the battalion’s
fire trench; the raiding party would then enter through the cut wire.
The orders required one officer and forty-five men to be formed into eight
‘parties’ – The torpedo and tape layers, wire cutting party, bayonet men (the
officer and four men), left and right bombing parties, left and right Lewis gun
covering parties and a single stretcher bearer.
The general scheme was that once the wire had been blown away one bombing
party would move up the sap assisted by the bayonet men on top of the parapet.
The other bombing party would bomb their way towards the enemy front trench
and hold it at a point about twenty yards from the junction with the front trench.
The torpedo party would remain at the point of entry while the Lewis guns
moved to the north and south of the sap to provide covering fire.
There followed an inclusive set of instructions detailing the duties of each party,
the location of a reporting centre, timetable, withdrawal signal, dress and
equipment for each man – weapons, ammunition, bombs (grenades), wire
cutters, torches and one stretcher. Every man would wear a white band on each
arm. All rifle men will have a bayonet, nine rounds of S.A.A in magazine, one
in the chamber, safety catches back. Twenty rounds in pockets. All
identification marks, discs and papers were to be removed and collected by the
Company Commander.
Timing
Zero -45 minutes: All parties to be in position outside our own wire. Torpedo
and tape party to advance. Machine guns to open fire.
Zero -30 minutes: Remainder of raiding party moves off following tape.
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Zero Hour: Artillery box barrage opens. Machine guns cease fire. Torpedo
explodes, raiders enter, trench mortar fires.
Zero +10 minutes: Barrage ceases. Raiders move from sap towards own trench.
Lewis guns withdraw.
Zero +12 minutes: Barrage re-opens.
Zero +30 minutes: Barrage ceases.

The signal for the raiders to withdraw was the suspension of the artillery
barrage between Zero +10 and Zero +12 minutes. Details were given for the
order in which the parties were to withdraw and the arrangements for assistance
with prisoners. NCO’s leading each party were instructed to report to a senior
NCO or the officer commanding the raid at the gap in the wire when all of his
party has returned. The artillery, trench mortar and machine gun fire plans were
included.
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The Raid
The raiding party left battalion Headquarters at 8.10 pm on 15 October 1916.
After collecting their various stores and munitions from a dump they took up
their positions outside their own wire by 9.15 pm. The tapes and cable to the
torpedo were laid by 9.40 pm. The machine gun fire gave an effective noise
cover.
The artillery barrage opened at 10.00 pm and the torpedo was exploded.
Although it had been positioned with great care and skill by the torpedo party, it
failed to destroy the required depth of wire leaving that part nearest the enemy
sap untouched. The wire cutters then set to work, a Corporal and five men cut a
gap through but this took some 2 – 3 minutes. The enemy by this time had
started throwing grenades from the sap. The raiders started bombing the left of
the sap as one or two rifle shots had come from this direction. The five men
who got through the wire came under a shower of hostile grenades as the
Germans retired up the sap towards the main trench.
Before the raiders could follow the retreating enemy the withdrawal signal, a
recommencement of the barrage at Zero +10, had arrived and the party realised
they now had to fall back. Fortunately every man eventually returned. The five
men who entered the sap had all been wounded by bomb fragments, 2/Lt
Westwater had been wounded in the right elbow and right side. In all twentyone men were wounded but only five seriously injured. Most were badly cut by
the enemy wire.
By dawn the next morning all of the men had returned to their own trenches.
Most had been hit by small bomb splinters and cut by the barbed wire. Lance
Corporal 2094 Sidney Cartmell deserves special mention, although suffering
from the loss of two fingers, severe cuts to his face and a compound fracture of
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his right shin bone he crawled from under the enemy wire back to the battalion
trenches.
After Action Reports
The raid commander 2/Lt Westwater reported that the wire was a great deal
wider than he thought when he reconnoitred it. He claimed to have shot one
German with his revolver while a number of enemy at the head of the sap were
killed by the bombers.
The Commanding Officer’s report estimates the enemy wire to have been
between 30-40 feet deep at the point where the torpedo was inserted. This left a
great deal of work to be done by the wire cutters. All tapes and cables were
brought in. CSM Haywood and 2/Lt Westwater were the last men in.
The response to reports on the raid from higher up the military chain of
command were somewhat critical. The VIII Corps Commander Lieut-General
Aylmer Hunter-Weston observed that the chief faults appeared to be
a) A second Bangalore torpedo should have been available to cut any wire
uncut by the first.
b) That the alternative wire cutting arrangements were not sufficiently
thought through.
c) The time allowed for getting in and out of the sap was too short.

The communication between advanced Battalion Headquarters and Brigade
Headquarters was considered to be inadequate. The Corps Commander attached
great importance to results getting back Corps Headquarters as soon as possible,
partly on account of the value of this information but principally, it was good
practice in view of larger future operations. The information on the raid should
have been in his office within a few minutes of the return of the raiders. He
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hoped this point would be specially borne in mind in preparing future raids. The
next raid by this Division will, he hoped, be better.
What happened to the named survivors?
There are only three members of the raiding party named within the war diary
and its attached documents:2/Lt Lindsay Alexander Westwater
2/Lt Lindsay Westwater was attached to the 1/5th KORL from the 1/5th Royal
Scots. He started his war service as a Sergeant in the Territorials of the 5th Royal
Scots. The Royal Scots landed at Gallipoli with the 29th Division in April 1915.
The Royal Scots like many of the battalions who fought at Gallipoli moved to
the Western Front on 10 March 1916. Shortly after, possibly due to the loss of
many junior officers, Sergeant Westwater was commissioned on 6 June 1915.
After his attachment with the 1/5th KORL, 2/Lt Westwater was posted back to
his old regiment and promoted to Lieutenant. He went on to survive the war.
Company Sergeant Major George Haywood
CSM Haywood is listed in the 1914/15 Roll of 1/5th KORL as 1748 Private G
Haywood. He is also listed on the 1914/15 Star Roll as 1748 Private G
Haywood He was commissioned on 26 June 1917 and posted to 1/5th King’s
Liverpool Regiment as 2/Lt G Haywood. He survived the war.
Lance Corporal 2094/240500 Sydney Cartmell.
Sidney Cartmell was born in 1896 at Kendal, Westmorland. He enlisted on 4
September 1914 into 1/5th KORL as Private 2094. At that time he was living at
80 Dorrington Road, Lancaster. He was one of the original battalion members
that landed in France on 14 February 1915. He took part in the battalion’s first
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action at Pilckem Ridge on 23 April 1915. The injuries he sustained during the
raid on 15 October 1916 resulted in a medical discharge on 17 May 1917. He
was awarded a Silver War Badge. A Medical assessment on 18 May 1917
awarded him a 70% Disability due to Gunshot Wounds to his Right leg and left
wrist. This gave him a Disability Pension of 24/6 (£1.4.6). He initially returned
to live at 80 Dorrington Road, Lancaster. In October 1924 Sidney married and
by1939 he and his wife and their two children were living in Caton where his
wife ran a private hotel and Sidney worked as a Municipal clerk.
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