THE NEWSLETTER OF THE WESTERN FRONT ASSOCIATION, THAMES VALLEY BRANCH No. 50 Summer 2022

I Q
m




Co-Patrons

Professor Sir Hew Strachan FRSE FRHistS
Professor Peter Simkins MBE FRHistS

Honorary President
Professor Gary Sheffield BA MA PhD FRHistS

Honorary Vice-Presidents

André Coilliot

The Burgomaster of Ypres

The Mayor of Albert

Professor John Bourne BA PhD FRHistS

Lt Col (Rtd) Christopher Pugsley ONZM DPhil
FRHistS

Dr Roger V Lee PhD jssc

Maj-Gen (Rtd) Mungo Melvin CB OBE MA
Dr J A Sheldon MA PhD FRGS

CONTENTS

[click the page number to go to the page]

3

I

o O U1 U

From the Chairman

National Memorial

Arboretum

Francis Miles V.C.
2023 Battlefield Tour
Women “Freed” by the War

Our Future Programme

Col (Rtd) Patrick M Dennis OMM CD 10 Dedications
Dr Spencer Jones BA MPhil PhD
Chairman
Tony Bolton MA
“, fi The phatagraph onthe frant cover wias takenby the editor at Hill &0
I‘\ \

Covid-19 Update

Thames Valley Branch meetings
have now resumed at Berkshire
Sports and Social Club. The bar
will be open as usual, but no food
will be provided.

Contacts

Should you require any information relating to branch
matters and activities, then please contact one of the
committee members listed below:

Barbara Taylor: Tel. 01276 32097
or email sandhurst37@tiscali.co.uk

Don Farr: Tel. 01189 794518
or email don.farr@ntlworld.com

Mike Lawson: Tel. 01692 535184
or email lawsonm100@aol.com

Nigel Parker: Tel. 01491 836100
or email leginrekrap@hotmail.com

Linda Parker: Tel.
or email lindamparker56@gmail.com

Niall Ferguson: Tel. 01276 506299
or email niall.ferguson@ntlworld.com

Brian Sowerby: Tel. 07735 B(2594
or email sowerbyb@gmail. com
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From the Editor

With the resumption of meetings at the Berkshire Sports and Social Club
it was good to see old friends again before our usual summer recess, and,
hopefully, the recent increase in Cowid cases will still allow us to
continue “in person” meetings when we resume in September. We have
an excellent program of speakers lined up for the coming season, as
detailed from Page 8 of this edition of The Poppy, which should,
hopefully, induce an increased attendance at meetings, which has been
slowly falling over recent wears as the average age of our Branch
membership has increased

Thiepval Arch Memorial to the Missing of the Somme
Photograph taken by the Editor on the 2005 Branch Tour

From our Chairman

Well, here we are, just starting our 2022-23 branch season and we have
many interesting speakers and subjects coming upl As many know, [ was
very apprehensive about re-starting branch meetings after something
like 20 months hiatus due to Cowvid. That can be a long time in
organisations like ours for many reasons. Some due to the obvious
‘natural wastage’ situation, but also people can often find other things to
do, things that they may find interest them more, or simply because they
find another way of pursuing an interest. In these technological rich
times that is all too easy! However, maybe I needn’t have worried so
much because most of you came back to meetings; in fact, quite a few
told me that they simply couldn’t wait to get back to some sort of
normall

The branch had a few financial worries as well, but these have now been
resolved, thanks to WFA Head Ofhee, the acquisition of a lot of good
books and the commitment of branch member lan Fenne hbeing
prepared to store them, sort them, transport them and sell them at the
meetings! This has been a huge help to the branch and the committee are
very grateful for his efforts, Also, regular attendees must realise that we
are not now providing the sandwiches. This was an expense that we
simply could not afford any more. Wewould sooner divert the money to
being able to pay for speakers; after all, they and their subjects are surely
what people primarily come to the meetings for.

[ was very sorry that after all, we could not get a branch tour going this
vear. Due to some key players in the logistics of it all being unavailable,
with regretwe had to shelve it We do however, have aplan for 2023 (see
later in this publication). The annual tour has always been a feature of
this branch and I for one would be sorry not to be able to have one any
longer

[ attended the AGM in the spring. That showed the WEA to be in good
shape, with a sizeable increase in the membership. In September will be
attending (or will have already done so) the branch chair's conference;
another good indicator of the resilience of the association,

So here is to the next year — and I very much hope to see as many as
possible attending meetings, which is crucial to the survival of an
organisation such as the WEA at branch level
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A Visit to the National Memorial Arboretum
Barbara Taylor

In early August
2021, a friend
and | wisited the
MMA, We had
been  wanting
to visit for a faw
vears, hut  of B
course,  Covid
delayed that. A
couple of years
ago | had
changed oy
house

insurance and,
as a thank you',
| had heen
offered a free
night's B&E for
two in a hotel,
The  resultant
fall-out of Cowid
meant that this
could not be
done andinfact, the offer had run out by the time | could use it!

The WFA Memorial with Binyon’s Exhortation

Aryway, | rang up and it was extended. so without further ado (before
any further restrictions or lock downs occurred) we got on with booking.
Consequently, we stayed in a very decent place at Celeshill, which
surprisingly being so close to Birmingham. had a kit of a village'feel to it
This wras the caosest | could get on the list of hotels that could be usad
Withile in the area, we alsotook ina couple of Mational Trust properties, as
wewere there for two nights.

Weweara very ludoy with the weather as it was just about perfect, and had
a really good day wandering around. The Arboretum is huge and it s
impossible to do justice to it and see all the memaorials in one gol

A<l am sureyou are aware, they are not all military, although they must
be in the majority. The main one is the Armed Forces Mermarial. It is a
bit like Stonehenge in that it has an opening. which is designed to
shine a shaft of light f{always suppaosing it is sunny!) onto a bronze
wiraath inthe centre of the memarial an Armistice Day at 11am.

The Armed Forces Memorial

| had already seen that there was a memorial to the so-called 1914
Christrnas Truce so | was keen to see that, To my surprise, we [the VIFFA)
also have a memorial there: a stone engraved with Binyon's
Exhortation, which is a nice touch, lust a pity they got the words the
wrongway round, as many seem to dol | placed a poppy cross from the
branch onthe memorial,

Arveweay, it is a great day out, Very tiring but wery satisfying. | am sure
rmany of you have been, but if not; go. Youwon't be disappointed.
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Francis Miles VC
Mike Settle

Last May | wasinvited to awedding at Cearwell Castle in west Gloucester-
shire. &n driving through the village | noticed the name Frands Miles on a
plague in the church wall and underneath it the distinct shape of a Victoria
Cross, | stopped to explore the graveyard and found his headstone, a rela-
tively simple bladk strudture "erected by the Gloucester Regiment” in 14835,
Intrigued | asked a local if they knew anything about Frands "Go and see
Old Tom, he's lived here all his life and knows everything",
wasthe reply.

on finding Tom, he produced a wad of old newspaper
cuttings and told me about Francis, He had joined up with
his stepfather inlate 1914, He was buried alive in amining
incidentinuly 1917 where 50 of his comrades wera killed.
He was hospitalised but returned to serve in ltaly and
France. However it is said he never recovered mentally or
physically frem his injuries, He won the Wi at Bois L
Eveque onthe 23rd October 1918 effectivaly taking out a
nest of 16 machine guns and taking 31 prisenears Francis
returned a hero to hisvillage and returned to his job as a
miner at Bream Ceolliery and his pay packet was always
marked Frands Miles W, He regularly attended commeam-
arations and famously, at the great Hyde Fark VT Review
onthe 23rd May 1956, he staved in the pubk over the road a
little too long and as he quickly made his way across the
parade ground tojoin the other 300%s, escorted by a no
doubt exasperated Colonel-in -Chief, the Roval party ar-
rived and the band played the Mational Anthem. Francis
and the colonal are photographed about 30 vards short of
tha parade, hat in hand standing smartly to attention, The
Caily Express headline read "The VC who was late for the biggest parade of
all”,

Francis had married a local widow, May Tavlor, with 12 children in 1432,
Apparently Frands said "It was the bravest thing | ever did". Francis and
May had one son together and Tom remembers playving with this huge
family back in the forties and as a treat Frands would let him play with the
Wictoria Cross Francis liked a beer or three, but money was tight: He would

sell his Vi in the pub ona Friday night for drink only to have it put

Francis Miles VC

back through his letterb ox onthe Monday marning.

Cespite his poor health he joined the Fioneer Corps at the outbreak of
Witorld Wifar Il and Tom remembers him becoming more ‘crochety” astime
went on.

Francis died in Mowermber 1981 aged 65 and as befitting a hero was bur-
ied on the 11th Mowember with 5 regimental assadations in attendance.
In 1984 the Farest of Dean district coundl commissioned a painting by
Cavid Rowlands* of Francis’ adion when the Gloucester Bagiment was
granted the Freedom of the Borough later that year

=y

Lord Ashcroft
bought hismedals for £72,00000 2005,

Arazingly, whilst researching this article, | discovered
that Clearwell provided moare soldiers to the war effort
propartionately than any other place in England! If they
wera all like Frands, the Hun never stood a chance.

* Barbara Taylor adds:

"I had many email exchanges with David Rowlands while
still at the ‘day’ job an the Army Battlefield Guide, as he
kindly allowed us to use one of his images. He has now
allowed our friends at the British Modern Military History
Sodety to use his Falklands painting on the front of their
Glimpses of the Falkands War book. | have since met him,
and recently spent a convivial afternoon with him in
Farnbiam.”

2023 Battlefield Tour

Having been unable to have a Branch Battlefield Tour for
three wears ., we hope (Covid permitting] to have one
again in 2023, leaving on Sunday 11th June and return-
ing on Friday 16th June. Instead of treing, for a third

time, te visit the areas around Reims, we intand to re-visit
the Somme kattlefield and nearby areas, lecking at some adions that we
haven't considered in detail before, but also returning to sorme old favaour-
ites, Wi'e will probably be staying at the Trois Luppars in Arras, as we have
many times in the past. and will send out our usual Booking Form with the
hext edition of The Pappw In the meantime, would members who biave any
particular sites and actions that they would like to visit or re-visit et the Edi-
tor know at niall.ferguson@ntlworld.com so that we can begin to com-

pile a potential program.
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Women “Freed ” by the War?

Barbara Taylor

Aswe all know, the first real opportunities for wemen to shake off thair purely
domestic, and for many even drudgery rele came with the Graat War,

=SS .5 N

IWM Q19714: A Tracer at the WRNS Signal School, Portsmouth

There had been afew, such as Elizabeth Garrett Anderson who had managed
to qualify as a doctor. She only achiewed this through a certain amount of sub-
terfuge and ewen then her qualification was not recognised for some years, as
she had obtained it in Paris. The point being that as the daughter of a man
whao had done quite well in his business, she had been well educated, alang
with her siblings. Advantages such as this were available to only a few. Of
course, there were rales, such as being a governess or a nurse that were
‘accaptable’, but again required education, Maost wormen, certainly inmy fami-
Iy, were in Service, or perhaps a factory or some kind of home ‘plece” woaork
until marriage and Unpaid domestic duties’, asit states onthe Census returns,

Mrs Andersonwas also a member of the suffragist moverent, althaugh | can't
think she condoned some of the more extreme actions they employed to

atternpt to achieve fermale suffrage.

I, personally, am net a feminist (never address me as Ms) but at the same
tirne, | do balieve in equal opportunities, rights, and pay etc, et

[ had a good grammar school education. | didn't appreciate it one hit at the
time; hated it and just wanted to get out to work and earn some money,
The reason was that | found it so hard. It has taken me many vears towork
out why, but the reasons really are blindingly obvious. | was ill for much of
primary school and missed most of the basics. | managed to passthe 114,
hence grammar schaool then got another medical issue. Besult: | got further
and further behind and was, in any case no great academic

It was a Technical Grammar school Amongst other things this meant that
girls as well as bays did Technical Drawing. | loved it, rubbish at the exam
bit, but the teacher told us that there were good jobs far girls in an office as
a Tracer. | had newer heard of such athing, but knew that | didn't want tao
work in a bank or as atypist air hostess, policewoman - need | go on? Fast
forward and purely by chance | met a Tracer and weant towork at the com-
pany she worked at. | was a draftswoman all of my working life,

Wirhat has all this got to do with wormen and wear, let alone inwar, | hear you
ask? And will she ever get to the point?

N 1914 men still deminated all the main roles in office work and most of
the others aswell, but the need toincrease the size of the army and Kitche-
ner’s poster successfully stripped offices bare. 5o, what was to happen?
Some enterprising young waomen had been learning to type, as we all
know. To dao this they must have been able to save money from their wages
to pay for teaching, or had some kind of benefactor. | doubt most ardinarily
educated warmen recognised it at the time, but their opportunity had
corne; albeit at harrendous cost. Women started to do many of the jobs
that had been amale presarve; all but the heaviest kind of waork.

Faszt forward again to a day out at MW Duxford. Probably nearly 30 years
ago now, but onthe wall as part of a display was an Wi photo, 014714 to
be precise. The photo to the left shows a wery young woman woaorking at a
drawvring board. This drew me to look at it more closely because most of the
equipment she seermed to be using was stuff | used, or had used at some
paoint or other during my working [ife. Some of it ewen then, pretty archaic! |
should point out at this juncture that it was well before computers could be
used on an everyday basis for the kind of work | did, Underneath her overall
she seams to bawearing part of a naval rating’s uniform.
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The photagraph is ane of a collection photagraphed by George P Lewis,
entitled: THE WOMEN'S ROYAL MNAVAL SERVICE ON THE HOME FRONT, 1917
-1918, The date he took it is listed as unknown, A bit of research shows that
he didn't live for wery long; 1875 -1926, He apparently went to waork in Inda-
nesiafor an Armenian professional photographer, Onnes Kurkdjian, in 1896,
His wark there was divided between fine, industrial, and topagraphic pho-
tography. He returned to Britain in 1217, Although too old for active ser-
wice, Lewris wanted to assist in the war effort and was assigned to photo-
graph activity anthe Home Front. It is for the approximately 1,300 photo-
graphs he took in the following eighteen months that he is most known,
Lewriswas one of only sixteen official British photographers whe document-
ed the war,

| made a note of the photo number and sent off for it as scon as | got home!
It now occupies a place onthewall in my home office.

Fast forward again to 2015 and a tour of the now re-sited and re-built Gra-
hame-White wartime factory at the BAF Musaum at Hendon, where Claude
Grahame-White had his facory and airfield. Many of the photos from his
book about the factory: The Grahame-White Company Ltd, Hendon NS,
Views of Works, are raproduced as murals around the building, Again, | was
attracted to the photo below, particularly the two ladias in the right fore-
ground asthey are cearly working at drawing boards,

r‘s VA ,

w/r)v‘
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Sometime later | watched a BEC programme introduced by the architectur-
al historian Dan Cruickshank about the re-construction of this iconic build-
ing, Brick by Brick; Rebuilding Qur Past — Watchtowey. For this programme,
the researchers had looked for descendants of any whao had waorked there
and a Mr Ken Pattinson, whaose father had worked there as an endgine fitter
had came forward. On looking thraugh his phaoto album, Dan recagnised
Ken's aunt May (seen in this photo below, with her sister Ada) and recog-
hised her from the main photo., [Eturns out that May hadworked there orig-
inally as a Fabric-er; not only stitching the fabric around the airframes, but
then doping them with the highly toxic stuff that was used to tighten it
around the frames, Some coped with it, but May became very seriously ill,
Grahame W hite was considered a good emplover and other work was found
for her; asit turns out in the drawing office! The blown up section on the
right bealow is now the start-up screen on my mokile phone,

These women are clearly the first to ever
work in a drawing office of any descrip-
tion. It was wery definitely a strictly male
presenve before that war. By the time |
started In 1967, working on hospitals, |
might add, being a Tracer was very much a
famale preserve. Something for which | 5
personally have to thank the Great Wiar, |1l

Above: Enlarged section of
the main photograph

Left: May with her sister
Ada
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Programme for the coming months

With meetings having resumed, details of the speakers for the first part of
our 2022—23 season, up until March 2023 are set out below and offer a
variety of different subjects to meet most interests. Should vou have any
comments on the programme or suggestions for future topics and speak-
ers please let us know: This programme is also available for viewing on:

Stephen Barker is an independent Heritage Advisor who works with
museums, universities, and other heritage organisation s to design

www.westernfrontassociation.comfthames-valley, For a description of

the talk just double click on the talk title,

All meetings are held at the Berkshire Sports and Social Club, Sonning
Lane, Reading on the last Thursday of each month (except December)
commencing at 8,00 pan. For the foreseeable future, although the bar will
be open, no food will be provided.

20th September 2022 - Stephen Barker
Hardit Singh Malik, The Flying Sikh of the First World War

From his arrival in the UK alone in
1908, as a fourteen-year-old, to Balliol
College, Oxford, and into the Roval
Flving Corps during the First World
Yar, Hardit 3ingh Malik lived an ex-
tracrdinary life, often in the face of
great adversity, yet ahways with charm
and good humour. He played cricket
for Sussex and was an Oxford blue in
golf, playing with the Prince of
Yfales. He rose to become the Indian
Ambassador to France after a long and
distinguished career in the Indian Civil
service, yvet always maintained strong
bonds with Great Britain. Yet itis as a
fighter pilot during 1917-19 that he is

< best known, coming up against the

( Red Baron and the British military

A\

‘, & cstablishment,

Hardit Singh Malik with his Sopwith Camel

exhibitions and make funding applications. He worked at Banbury
Museum and Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum. Stephen has delivered
projects for University of Oxford, Oxford Brookes University and the
Battlefields Trust. He delivers presentations and tours related to the First
World War and British Civil Wars. He is a Trustee of the Bucks iilitary
Museum Trust, the Old Gaol, Buckingham and is an A rts Council iu seum
ientor.

He is the author of Tancashire's Forgotien Heroes' - the 8th Last Lancs in the
Great War"and 'The Fiying Si#ch: Hardit Singh Mafik’. He completed an WA
in Museum 5tudies at Leicester University in 2011.
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27th October 2022 - Dr James Wearn FL§

The landscape of memory: Kew Gardens, the IWGC, and the
creation of war cemeteries

¥rhile the death and destruction caused by the war became prevailing
charactersin the public memory during post-war decades, the process of
healing - of people and land sca pes - has been central to the legacy of the
conflict. Purposeful architecture went hand-in-hand with carefully
considered planting within war cemeteries to create sites of tranquillity
and solemnity for remembrance of the fallen. Research by the Roval
Botanic Gardens, Kew, in collaboration with the Commonwealth War
Graves Commission, has reflected upon the creation and evolution of
these sites of remembrance. Furthermore, land scape-scale fieldwork on
the Western Front hasidentified three distinctive com ponents of the post
-war botanical land scape - the wild, the managed, and the planted; each
of which playsa roke in the transmission of memory today.

Dr James Wearn FLS is an ecologist and historian. James led the First
World War Centenary project at the Royal Botanic Gardens Kew, and his
research into 'polemobotany' twar botany) brings together sciences and
humanities to explore the environmental legacies of war. He has
published more than 80 papers in both academic journals and popular
magazines, and has carried out fieldworkin Europe, Africa and South-East
Asia. James was elected a lifetime Fellow of the Linnean Society in 2010,
and was recently interviewed forthe BBL Radio 4 programme 'Poppy".

24th November 2022 - Clive Harris
From the Dardanelles to the Caspian Sea - Eric "Kipper
Robinson VG

One of the most intriguing characters of the Great War, Eric 'Kipper'
Robinson served notably in the Gallipeli Campaign, Palestine and The
Caspian Sea. He was decorated on numerous occasions and appears on
the fringes of seemingly endless moments of history from the Boxer
Rebellion, through the Battle of Heligoland Bight and the Zeebrugge Raid
tothe 1940 Battle of the Atlantic. Thisis hisamazing story.

Clive Harris
Signals, and
onstabulary

on a career in

served in the Roval
with Hertfordshire
before embarking
military history in

1998, In addition to the
publication of "Walking the
London  Blitz", “Wander through
Wartime London” and “The

he has contributed
Time Watch, Blitz
Legacy of YWar. His

Greater Game”
to Time Team,
Spirit and CB%'s

specialist battlefield subjects
are The Retreat of 1914, The Ypres
Salient, 1918, The London Blitz

and the Halian
1243/44. Clive is

Campaign of
the holder of
badge number 23 within the Guild
of  Battkfield Guides and was
elected onto the prestigious British Commission for Military History in
2010,

9 . : F—
I Contents ‘m m Last Page I



15th December 2022 - Note the Date!

Lt ColSimon Shephard - "Artillery Conquers, Infantry
Occupies’ A study of the effectiveness of the British artillery at
the Third Battle of Ypres

Lt Col S5imon Shephard seeks to assess the performance of the British
Expeditionary Forces artillery during the preparation for, and conduct of,
the Third Battle of Ypres in 1917, To carry out this assessment, it uses a
set of Principles of War which Col 1 F € Fuller published in the Februany
1916 edition of the RUSI Journal. These are often referenced as the start
peint for the way the British Army has subsequently developed its use of
the Principles of War.

The kecture will focus on the conduct of the artillery battles at Army,

Corpsand Divisional level for:

e Pilkem Ridge, 315t July - British Fifth A rmy;

e lenin Road Ridge, 20th September- British Second A rmy;

o  Second Passchendaele, 26th Odober to 11th Novem ber Movement -
Canadian Corps.

Licutenant Colonel Simon Shephard AGH{5P%) completed his 37-year
Regular career in 2018 and remains an active member of the Army
Reserve, serving on the staff of the Army Officer election Beoard,
Westbury. He spent 9@-years in the ranks, including a period of time in the
Small Arms School Corps before commissioning through the Roval
Military Academy Sandhurst. The majority of his officer career has been
spent delivering personnel policy and operational G1 activities. Ahvays
interested in military history, following his attendance on the Chief of the
General 3taff's, 30MME 16, S5taff Ride he completed the MA course in
Britain and the First World YWar at Wolverhampton University under Dr
Spencer Jones and Professor Gary Sheffield. He has presented his findings
to the Western Front Association, the Royal Artillery Historical Society
and to the Roval Engineer Historical Society together with various British
and Canadian artillery regiments. His work appears as a chapter in Dr
Spencer Jones latest book ‘The Darkest Year, The British Army on the
Western Front 1917° Lieutenant Colonel 5hephard is particularly
interested in how docrinal lessons from the past can be applied to the
current and future issues facing the British Army. He is currently working
on a consolidated biography of the past President of the Regular
Commissions Board.

Dedications

As a mark of respect to all those who perished during the Great War the
meetings last season were dedicated to the memory of a local man who died on
that date during 1914-1%18. If during wour travels wou happen to be near to
where any of these soldiers areburied o1 commemorated kindly pay a wisit.

October 2021

Capt. Clifford Angus Mallam MC & Bar

3rd Bn Royal Berkshire Regiment,

Clifford Mallam was born at Cxford on 4™ March 18320, the third eldest of
four children born to Surgeon George Beasant Mallam ME.CS and his wife
Annig Kyfiin (née Thomas) of Adelaide, South Australia. In 1821, the family
were Iiving at 102 [ffley Boad, Cxford but by 1892 had moved to 223 [fley
Road. Then following the death of his father in 1910 they settled at Hall
Place, Sparshott, Wantage.
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Clifford had two brothers, Dalton, born in Australia, in 1888, Roy, barn in
1888 and a sister Louie, bornin 1892,

He was educated at Epsom College and Keble College, Oxford and joined
the Universities and Public 3chools Brigade to volunteer for adive service
inseptember 1514,

Clifford joined the 227 Bn Roval Fusiliers, as a private, but was then
posted tothe 3 (Service) Bn, Roval Berks,

He was gazetted 27 Lieutenant to the 5th Bn Roval Berks on 217 May
1915, promoted to Lieutenant in 1916 and to Captain in 1917 His
brothers Dalton and Roy, both Doctors, servad with the Roval Army
Medical Corps for the duration of the war,

Clifford was unmarried and served in France and Flanders from March

1816, He was wounded in action on 28% October 1918 at Hauterive, a

small hamlet on the northern edge of the Foret de Raismes, north-west of

WValenciennes and sadly died the next day at the 42nd Casualty Clearing

otation in Doual. He was the first to be interred at Douai British Cemetery,
Cuincy, and is buried in grave A1,

Hiz Commanding COfficer wrate: "He was the most efficient adjutant | ever
had. and as a friend invaluable.” He was mentmned in Despatches on 4%
January 1917 by Sir Douglas Haig
and his Military Cross was awarded
for gallantry at the Battle of Cam-
brai in Movembear 1917, The Bar to
his Military Cross wwas posthumaus-
Iy awarded on 1% January 1919
and reads:

"For conspicuous gallantry and de-!
wotion to duty during an adwance,
Withen the situation was obscure
and a gap was reported to exist in §
our lines, he went out under heawy
shell fire to  reconnoitre and:
brought back most valuable infor-|

mation which enabled the battal- ;
ion to move forward and fill the '*

Nf’%&-

g ap” - - .
Capt. Chfford Mallam s grave in Douai
British Cemetery with its original grave
marker
November 2021

Sgt. Benjamin Smith

Sgt. Benjamin Smith of the 5% Bn Royal Berkshire Regiment was killed in
action 104 years ago ., on the 30" November 1917, aged 39,

Benjamin was born in 1877 in Hungerford, the vounge st of nine children to
John and Emma Smith of Stongrove Hill, Hungerford. He had four brothers
and four sisters and on leaving school worked locally as a ploughboy but
on 24th Movembear 1856, age 12%, he enlisted as a Private with the 27 En
Roval Berkshire Begiment in Beading, Benjamin was a man of small statura
being 5° 5" tall and weighing just % stone, He was posted to South Africain
February 128%& and served in the Second Boer War Campaign before re-
turning home to Brock Barracks, Oxford Road, Beading in Decembar 100,
In May 1902, Benjaminwas posted back to South Africa for six monthsthen
afmarard to Egypt for about a vear, before returning home to Beading in O¢-
tober 1904, During this spell at home, he met Mary Elizabeth Walker from
Pewesey Wfiltshire and on 14th May 1906the couple were married at Wood-
stock, Oxfordshire,
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After 12 wears service with the Roval Berks, Benjamin was discharged from
the Regiment on 23 Movernber 1908 and the pair set up home together at
17 Berkeley Boad, Mewhbury, where he found work as coalman and by 1911,
they had two sons, Fercy and Reginald.

O 1 August 1215, Benjamin, now age 37, re-joined his old regiment and
wentto France with the 5% Battalion in October 1915 Now promotedto the
rank of Sergeant. he was
mentioned in dispatches in April
1917 and again in Novembear 1917,
The Reading Mercury carried an
account of the opening days of the
Battle of Arras 1917, submitted by
Sgt WiF Wiiebb, which included the
following reference to Sgt. Smith.

Sergeant
Benjamin Smith

Mumber & Platoon of my company
was beginning to suffer casualties
from a machine gun. A sergeant,
named B Smith, got a few maean
togaether and started off to work
reund the machine gun position,
Withen they were near encugh to
rush the gun, the sargeant gave
the order to  charge.  They
succeeded in capturing the gun.
There weare only twe Germans left
alive, whom they made prisoner,
They collected a few more
Germans and carried the gun badk
te HO. On their way badk to join
the battalion, who were <till advanding. the same sergeant neoted that they
were beaing held up by field guns, He once again collected a few men and
started to advance on the field guns, which were only a few hundred yvards
aweay, still shelling our men. Cur men made another splendid charge and
succeeded in capturing the whaole battery and ammunition.”

sgt. Benjamin Smith was killed in action, age 3% during the EBatfle of
Carnbrai, on 30% Movember 1917 and his name is recorded on the Cambrai
Mamorial to the Missing, panel & Louvarval, France,

December 2021

2nd Lt Frank Giddings MM, Lt Stewart Houghton Troup & Lt
Herbert Alfred Vincent Wait

The dedication this month is to three young officers of the 2™ Bn Royal
Berkshire Regiment all killed in action prier to Christmas, just owver 104 vears
ago onthe 27 December 1917,

All from widely differing backgrounds, the officers are firstly:
Lt Stewart Houghton Troup

Stewart Troup was born in Northampton during the auturmn of 1832 and
was the second eldest of four children born to William and Alice Troup,
having two sisters and a younger brother. He came fram awealthy family of
private means and lived in a large family house at 2 Gladstanes Road, West
Kensington, together with a live-in cook and housemaid. At the age of 18
Stewrart was still at school but later, joined an officer training unit before
enlisting with the Roval Berkshire Regirment as Lieutenant in 14135,

The secoend officar is
Lt Harbart Alfred Yincent Wait

Herbert Wit was born in Reading
during the summer of 18%8 and was
the only child of George and Mary
Wifait of 45 Eastern Avenue, Reading.
His father worked as a salfemployed
reprasentative in the scap-market
industry and they lived in a large
house, emploving a general domestic
sarvant, Herbert was educated at
Cakham Fublic 5chool in Rutland,
betwaen 1910 and 1915, and then to
Sandhurst before jeining the Royal
Berkshire Regiment in 1917,

The third officer is;
2nd Lt Frank Giddings MM

Frank Giddings was born in Wantage
during the winter of 1897 and was
the second voungest of 15 children born to William and Mary Giddings of
Mill Street, Wantage, His father worked as a carpenter and wheelaright but
due to chronic rheumatism was forced to refira in 1504,

Lt Herbert Alfred Vincent Wait
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On leaving school around 1210, Frank worked as a draper’s errand boy
but appears to have enlisted with the Royal Eerkshire Begiment, around
the outbreak of war, possibly as a boy soldier, before being sent to France
with the rank of Lance Corporal, on 25% July 1415, Frank was awarded the
Military Medal for his adions during the Battle of the Somme and
promoted to the rank of L/Agt on 215t October 1916, Fromoted again to
the rank of Adting Sergeant, he saw action in the Ypres Salient during the
summer of 1217 and on 24% July 1917, it was announced in the London
Gazette that he had been further promoted to the rank of Second
Lieutenant in B company.

The Third Battle of Ypres offically ended on the 10% Nowvernber 1917 but
operations continued north of Passchendaele until the end of December
1817, After 10 days out of the line the 2™ Bn mowved back to the hated
Fasschendaele sector on 29% November 1917 to attack
two enemy stronghelds, which if captured, would give
good observation ovearthe enemy rear areas.

On st December 25th Brigade were ordered to attack |
with B and D Companies of the 2 Royal Berks making the
main assault at 715 p.m. The conditions from the rear
areas were appalling with rain, glutinous mud, enemy
shelling and darkness but first platoon under 2/t
Giddings managed to get across before floundering in the
morass. Giddings managed to re-organise and continued L=
to go forward with his platoon before reporting back at
11:30 p.m. that they were in the right place for the attack.
Zera hour was 1:55 arm, on 2™ Decamber but when the
flares went up the enemy opened with heawy rifle and
machine qun fire. At 2:04 a.m. German artillery knocked
out B Companies HO and 2/t Giddings was left dazed. The assault
continued throughout the night with wery limited success and at
daybreak B and D companies were occupying shell hales. The enemy
countered throughout the day but were constantly repelled and by 5:00
pom. the Germans appeared to have given up and all went quite, The lines
were made more tenable and by nightfall 25 Brigade were relieved by
unitsfrom 14% Division and returned to Junction Camp near Ypres,

Sadly, during this cperation Lt. Stewart Troup, age 25, Lt Herbert W ait,

age 19 and 2Lt Frank Giddings, age 20 were killed and their bodieslost in

the mud of the Salient. All three are commemarated on the Tyne Cot
Memarialto the Missing, panels 105 to 108,

January 2022

Cpl. Arthur Doe

The dedication forJanuary was to Cpl Arthur Doe, of the 2nd Battalion Royal
Berkshire Regiment, who was killed in action, just owar 107 years agoe on
Mew Year's Day, 17 lanuary 1915, age 28

Arthur was born on 80 Decernber 1886 in Sandhurst, the second youngest
of four children born to Charles and Mary Doe [hée Waoaderson) of High
Street, Sandhurst, He had three brothers, Charles (b 18284), Herbert (b 1285,
who sadly died in 1891, age &) and William (b 1891) and at just 3% years of
age, Arthur started school on 12% May 1820 at 5t Michael’s Church of
England Frimary Schaool Sandhurst, By 1907, the family had maoved to Harts
Leap, Scatland Hill, Sandhurst, where Arthur, now age 14 had left school
and was working as a daomestic
% gardener,

> sometime around 1908 Arthur
' decided to jain the reqular army,
and enlisted at the Recruiting
Office  in Yorktown  Road,
sandhurst. He was allocated to
the Royal Berkshire Begiment and
for the next two years underwent
training with the 2™ Battalion at
Brock Barracks, Reading hefaore
being posted tolndiawia Egyptin
1804 to form part of the Delhi
Garrizan at Meerut,
In April 1911 Arthur,  now
promoted to Corporal, was based
at Chalkrata Hill Station for a couple of weeks, where Campanies took it in
turntaorelax and recover in a cooler climate from the heat of Delhi.
Curing December 1911, the 2m Battalion plaved a major role in the
arrangements for the Great Delhi Durbar and in February 1413 mowved to a
naw base at Thansi, 200 miles south of Delhi,
On 2™ August 1914 the 20 RBoyal Berks received orders for an immediate
return to England and eleven days later marched out of Jhansi Barracks and
boarded twao trains bound for Deolali Transit Camp, near Bombay., The
Battalion departed Bombay Docks on 14* Septermber aboard HMT Dongala
an 8000 ton PED ship chartered by the Admiralty for summertime trooping.
bound for Liverpoal,
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On arrival at Liverpool on 227 October, the 2™ Battalion immediately
entrained for Hursley Fark Camp, near Winchester for a 10-day
moebilisation period before embarking on HMT Kingstonian bound for
France on4® Movember, as part of 25* Brigade, 8% Division, Arriving at Le
Havre the next day, 2™ Royal Berks proceeded to Nog Best Camp for five
days before entraining to Strazeele on 10" November and marching to
billets near Marville the next day. Three days later, the battalion entered
the trenches for the first time at Faugquissart and for the next 47 days, up
to Mew Year's Eve, spent 28 days in and out of the front line at Faugquissart
and Rue du Bacguerot with spells of billeting at Laventie and Fort
C'Esquin. The conditions in the trenches were appalling and during this
petiod the battalion suffered 12 men killed and 35 men wounded but by
far the most hospitalised casualties were 265 men repaorting sick, no
doubt exacerbated from the effects of malaria and other tropical diseases
caught whilst serving their lengthy spell in India.

An interesting extract from the 2" Royal Berks WWar Diary for the 1914

Christmas period reads:

244 December 1274

In trenches ai Faug uissart, ai 7 p.m. enemy ceased fire and an informal

truce commenced, communications by word of mouth taking place

between owr men and the enemy

25% December 1274

Men got wup on parapei and advanced half way towards German

trenches and in some cases conversed with them, Orders given at 11

am. prohibiting men from going beyond parapet. Much work done in

improving trenches during this day, the enemy protested against barb

wire being repaired and we stopped enemy repairing theirs,

264 December 1274

Truce continuved so far as rifle fire was concerned although our artillery

twice opened fire. more work done in improving trenches. 2'9 Rifle

Brigade relieved Battalion at 5 p.m.

Returning to the trenches at Fauquissart on 2¢% December the 204

Battalion Wifar Diary for Mew Year's Day 1915 reads:

In trenches, relieved at 5 p.m. by 2" Battalion Riffe Brigade (1 NCO

kifled in action)

Sadly, this 13th rman from the battalion to be killed was Cpl Arthur Doe,

age 28 Heis buried in Fauguissart Military Cemetery, Laveantie, grave 0011

and is also commemeorated on the Finchampstead War Memorial, where
= the family were now residing.

February 2022
Assistant Baker Albert Charles Harper

The wear 1916 was a Leap Year and on that extra day of Tuesday 2¢%
February, no less than 218 British Servicemen died including 70 men from
the crew of HMWMS Alcantarg sunk in action during an engagement with a
German raider off the Shatland |sles,

The 15000 ton BMS Alcantara”was an acean going liner built by Harland
and Wolff in Gowan for the Boyal Mail Steam Packet Companyand was
launched on the 30th Cctober 1913, She made her maiden voyadge in June
1814 fram Southamptonto Fio de Janeiro, Montevideo and Buenas Aires.

In April 1915 RMS Alcantars was requisitioned by the British Admiralty,
together with her "A-series" sisters Avon, Adanzg and Andes to be converted
to armed merchant cruisers, She was armed with eight &-inch guns, two six-
pounder anti-aircraft guns, and depth charges. On 17th April she was
commissionad at Liverpool inte the Roval MNavy's 10th Cruiser Squadron as
HWS Alcantara with Capt, Wardle at the helm and formed part of the
Morthern Fatrol covering about 200000 square miles of the North
Sea, Norwegian 5Sea and Arctic Ocean to prevent German access to or from
the Maorth Atlantic,

On 28% February, British radio detection equipment located a Gerrman signal
coming frar an area off the south-western coast of Norway. Admiral lellicoe
immediately ordered two cruisers and four destravers from Rosyth into the
Morth Sea to blodt the western side of the Northern Patrol Area and three
light cruisers a destroyer from Scapa Flow to sweep the Maorwegian Coast.
HMS Columbella and HMS Patig from 10% Cruiser Squadron were sent to
saarch the area to the north-east of the Shetland Isles whilst Alcantarg due
to be relieved for re-coaling in Liverpool, was instructed to remain east of
the Shetlands and rendezvous with relief sister ship, HMS Andes under Capt.
Young.

RMS Alcantara
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At 245 am on 28" February lookouts on Al cantara spotted smoke off the
port beam and manceuvred coser to identify the source, A few minutes
later Andes signalled "Enemy in sight north-east, 15 knots", Capt, Wardle
ordered Alcantara to turn nerth at maximum speed and soon sighted a
ship with one funnel, flving Morwegian flags. He then dedded to examine
the unknown ship, called action stations and fired two blanks to force
mystery vessel heave to, The lookouts on Alcantars could see the
Morwegian name feng onthe stern and the ship looked authentic,

At about 1,000 yds astern of Bena. a boat was lowered to check the ship's
particulars. Wardle signalled to Andes of the developments and received
the reply from Young,
This i the suspicious
ship". As the message
was being read, a gun at
the stern of tha "feng"
was unmasked, flaps fall
down along the sides, |
revealing maore guns and
she openedfire,

Renag was in fad the
5000 ton awxiliary
cruizer  SMS Greif a
former  German  cargo
ship named  Guben,
converted into a
merchant raider and on
its way to the MNarth
Atlantic out of
Cuxhawen. In the
ensuing  close  quarter
battle that followed haoth ships were severely hit and caught fire. Greifs
crews abandoned ship at about 130 am and she was sunk by Andes about
an hour later with the loss of 187 men and 125 taken prisoner, Around
1100 am with Alcantara on the brink of capsizing, Wardle ordered
abandon ship and she went down shortly afterwards with the loss of 70
men, Fortunately, the remainder of the large crew were all rescued,

Seapa Flaw
HMS Alcantsdrs.
HMS Andes

Sadly, one of those to be killed inthis action on 26% February 1916 was
723290 Assistant Baker Albert Charles Harper BN, age 25 from
Stockoross near Mewbury,

Albert had been born during the spring of 18491, the third eldest of ten
children barn to Jesse and Kate Prudence Harper (née Waite) of Stockcross
Road, Speen, Newhury. He had four brothers, William, Arthur, Alfred and
Harry and five sisters Gertrude, Alice, Edith, whao sadly died in infancy, Emily
and Mabel,

In 1201 the family were living at Rose Cottages in Stockaross, where Albert’s
father worked as a general labourer and in the autumn of 1508 his mother.
Kate sadly died at the relatively tender age of 40,

By 19711, Albert, now age 1% had left home and was in lodgings at 1 Dean
Farm Cottage, Donnington, near Mewbury and was working as a baker. In
the period before or during the Great War, he enlisted with the Royal Nawvy
or the Mercantile Marine Reserve, as Assistant Baker and posted to FME
Al cantara,

Following Albert’s death in February 1916 another tragedy befell the family
later that wear on . s T
227 October, when
alder brother Pte,
William Harper, 2rd 0
En Cheshire
Regiment, died in '
Manchester  Royal
Infirmary, age 27, of
malaria, contracted
whilst  serwing  in
India, Egwpt or
salonika.
Assistant Baker =588
Albert  Harper is =%
commemarated on @
the magnificent &
Flymauth Mawal

Memorial (panel 20)  The action between SMS Greif (to the right,
on Plymouth Hoe and  disguised as the Norwegian Rena) and the
Pte. VWilliam Harper is Armed Merchant Cruiser HMS Alcantara (in

commemaorated on the foreground).

the Screen Wall (panel

0 389) at Manchester Southern Cemetery. In addition both men are
commermorated inside 5t John's Church, Church Road, Stockcross on the
beautiful Stackeross & Marsh Benharm Memarial plague.
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March 2022

Unfortunately there was no Dedication for March 2022,

April 2022
Leading Seaman Edward John Gilkerson

On 5t George's Day 1918 no less than 78% British servicemen died
induding 227 salors and marines who took part in the infamous
Zeebrugge Raid during the early hours of Tuesday 23 April, Sadly, one of
those ratings to be killed that day was Leading Seaman Edward lohn
Gilkerson, age 23, from Binfield aboard HMS Vindictive,

Edward was barn an 212 January 1295, the fourth eldest of eight children
born to Charles, a general labourer and Lucy Gilkerson (née Waaldridge)
at 3 Temperance Cottages, Binfield Road, Bracknell. He had five brothers,
Archie, William, Dennis, Laurence and Hector and two sisters Lily and
Edith. Howewer, In addition, howewer, Edward had three step-brothers,
Charles, Arthur and lohn and a step-sister Amelia from his father’s first
marriage to Sarah, who sadly passed away at the tender age of 26 in 18835,
By 1911, Edward, now age 14 had left school and was employed making
waooden maoulds for a pattern maker company.

On 24 June 1915, aged 20, Edward joined the Roval MNavy, as an Able
seaman, and servead aboard the dreadnought battleship HWS King George
V. based at scapa Flow, During 1915 and mid-1416, King George V carried
out many gunnery and training exerdises with periedic patrels of the
cantral North Sea,
before taking a
minar part in the
Battle of Jutland
on 31st May to
15t June 1916,
Following

g Jutland, HME
King Gearge W
Was rricsthy
confined to port
at  Scapa  Flow
and Rasyth  for
the duration of
the war,

The bow section of HMS Vindictive
preserved as a memorial at Ostend

Edward was promoted to Leading Seaman on 12 lanuary 1918 and an 19
March 1918 he was transferred to the pre-dreadnought parent battleship
HMS Hindustan in preparation forthe joint Zeebrugae and Ostend Baids. [tis
highly probable that he wolunteered for this transfer as, up to this time in
thewar, he had not being invalved in much actian,

On 22 April 1918, alanding force of 200 sailors including Edward and Royal
Marines boarded the cruiser HMS Vindictive and with two Mersey ferries, Iris
IFand Daffodilin tow set off to land on the Zeebrugge Mole to blow up the
viadud conneding the mole to the shore,

Arriving in the early hours of 5t Gearges Day the raid commenced with HMWMS
Vindictive, Iris [f and Daffodi, accompanied by two old submarines,
attempted to land the force on the Mole, but the wind changed and the
smokescreen covering the ship was blown offshore, exposing the attacking
flotilla, The ships and landing parties came under heawy German fire and
was forced to land in the wrong place suffering many casualties, including
Leading Seaman Edward Gilkerson Most of the casualties and survivors were
picked up by HMSVindictive befora raturning te England,

The wviaduct was destroved by a demelition charge from one of the
submarines but the blacking ships HMS Thetes, Intrepid and iphigenia, filled
with concrete, were sunk in the wrong positions and the canal was only
obstructed for a fewr days.

Around 1,700 men were involved in this operationwith 227 dead,

356 wounded and the destrovar HWS Narth Star sunk. The Germans sufferad
casualties of just eight dead and 16 waounded.
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some of the casualties who died are buried in the Zeebrugge Flot at
Cover (3t James's) Cemetery, where nine unidentified and 62 named men
induding Leading searman Edward John Gilkerson are buried, Others ware
returned to their families for local burial,

Three other local men died inthis action on 5t Gearges Day 1918

stoker 17 Class Arthur Ada, Roval Mawy (HMS Phoebe), age 34 from
Maidenhead, is buried in Maidenhead [(All Saints) Cemetery,

Fte. Reginald Gatehouse, 4* Rrm Br, Boval Marine Light Infantry, age 1%,
fram Kentbury, is buried in Earley (5t Peter) Churchyard.

Fte. Frank Rolfe, 4% BM Bn. Royal Marine Light Infantry, age 1% from
Mewbury is buried in Dover (5t James™) Cemeteary.

Just over two weeks later onthe 90 May 191 8 the battered veteran of the

Zeabrugge raid, H w5
Vindictve, with her forward
ballast  tanks  filled  with

concrete, was used as a blodk
ship at the entrance to the
Ostend canal but this again
was only partially achieved, as
she ran agroeund on a nearby
sandbank  However,  that
O cperation did prevent large
enemy warships from using
the port until the town was
captured by the Allies in
October 1918, On 168%™ August
14920, the wreck of Vindictive
was raised and her bow is
prasarved as the weallknown
HWS Vindictive Memorial at
Oetend, situated  inland
alongside the canal for many
wears, In May 2013 the bow
was restored and moved to a
new position on the east bank
of the port nearer where she was scuttled on & May 1918,

The Storming Party on the Mole at
Zeebrugge

sadly, Edward Gilkerson’s parents suffered three further fragic losses
during the war,

Three vears earlier, on 26% April 1915, their second eldest son, Pte
Williarn Thornas Gilkerson, 20, Bn Roval Berkshire Regiment, age 24, died
of waunds received whilst serving in the trenches near Fleurbaix, William
isbutied in Merville Cammunal Cemetery, Pas de Calais grawe 2.F.1

The ‘Fast Minelayer’ HMS Princess Irene after conversion for Naval

service: note the two guns mounted on the stern and the White Ensign.

Presumably the funnels have been painted grey.

One month later after William's death on 27% May 1215, eldest son, Stoker
1=t Class Archie Gilkerson, Royal Mawy, age 27, was killed when his ship, the
minelayer HMS Princess Irene was destroyed, without warning, by a
massive explosion, on the Biver Medway, killing 273 officers and men, 75
dockyard workers and 3 civilians. Archie s commemaorated on the
Chatham Maval Memarial, Kent, panel 11, Married in early 1914 he left a
wife, Alice, at home in Bose Cottage, London Road, Bracknell,

Lastly, on 27 July 1916, eldest step-son, Driver Charles Hanry Gilkarson,
Army Service Corps, age 41, died of tuberculosis on 21 luly 1916 at
Grosvenar Sanatorium, Kennington sewven weeks after being discharged
from the Army on 19 July 1916 at Catterick Camp. He served with the ASC
far 23 wears at horne, during the South African Campaign and in the Great
Wiar, He iz buried in London Road Cermetery, Reading. Being discharged
befare his death he does not appear in CWGE records or have a CWIGC
headstone, He left a wife Elizabeth and two daughters, Edith and Lucy,
and lived at 46 Broak Street, West Reading.
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May 2022
Air Mechanic 1% Class Arthur Henry Commins

Exacthy 104 vears before the date of our May meeting, on 26h May1918, Air
Mechanic 17 Cass, Arthur Henry Cammins, age 33, from Beading was killed
in a non-flving acddent at Great Varmouth.

Arthur was born on 28th September 1884 the second youngest of nine
children born toWilliam and Emily Commins (née Toby) of 31 Upper Crown
street, Reading. His father worked as a painter and decorator and he had
four elder sistars, selina, Gertrude, Amelia and Edith, two elder brothers,
Williarm and g —
Horace (he sadly

died in infancy at

the age of one). a -
vounger brother
Sidney and a twin |
brothar Ernest,i
whe tragically |
died at the age of!
gight in 1893, On |
7 Cecember | -
1884, the twins sy

were baptized Esa™
together at  5t. South Denes Seaplane Base at Great Yarmouth
Mary's  Church,

Zastle Street, Reading and during 1882 both attended the British Infants
school in Reading,

By 14901 the family had mowed to 140 Southampton Street, Beading, where
Arthur worked as an apprentice gas fitter. In the summer of 1410 Arthur,
now aged 25, married Helen Mary Allen, age 28, from Wirallingford and the
couple set up home together at Mellgrowe Road, Hillingdon, near Uxbridge,
where he was emploved as an engineer at the Uxhridge Sewerage Waorks,
and was also awell-known local foothaller,

At the age of 32, Arthur was conscripted into the Mawy on 20% March 1917

with the Roval Maval Air Service at Great Yarmouth, as a fitter Air Meachanic

2rd Class, His attestation papers show that he was 57 8" tall, of slim build, of

dark completion with black hair and brown eyes, On 19 January 1918 he was

promaoted to Ajr Mechanic 12 Class before being transfarred to the Roval Air
Force on 20 April 1918,

The BNAS aeredrome at Great Yarmouth was built on the site of the old
racecourse at bouth Denes adjacent to the seaplane heach and was
operational from April 1913 until Movernber 1920, From 14th May 1917 to
the end of the war, some 30 aircraft carried out advanced U-Boat detection
work and playved an exceptional rele in defending the country from German
bomber and Zeppelin raids induding the shooting down of Zeppelin L70
with Peter Strasser abeoard, the notorious chief commander of the German
Imperial MNavy Zeppelins, Key to the success of operations at South Denes
was the background support from air mechanics such as Arthur Commins
but whilst on duty at the aerodrome on 26* May 1918, sadly, he was killed in
a non-flving accdent, struck by an aircraft propeller.

Arthur Henry Commins is buried, with a private headstone, in Reading
Cemetery and is commemaorated on the roll of hanour inside 5t John the
Baptist Church, Uxbrdge Road. Hillingdon. His funeral took place on
Tuesday 3rd lune 1918 and was reparted inthe Uxbridge and West Drayton
Gazette on the Friday, his death having already been reported in their
edition of the 31t May.

"Footballers in Middlesex generally, and the many supporters of the Uxbridge
Club in particular, will learn with sincere regret that the popular and clever
Uxbridge forward, Arthur Commins, has this week been accidentally killed
whilk on serrice on the East Coast. He was struck by the propeller of an
a=roplane, which inflicted fatal injuries. Arthur joined the R.NAS. some long
time ago. A fine all round sportsman, Arthur Commins for several years
assisted the Uxbridge football club, being alvays one of its most prominent
forwards, and the "darling" of the home crowds.
Very fast and quick on the ball, Arthur was
alvays the watched man of the team, and his
play wmas such that b= was calked upon to play
for the County, and had several Middlesex
honours. Of a quiet, retiring disposition, he vass
a general favourite, and he had many freends
amongst the club's opponents, who respected
i his manliness and his ckean and clever play.
® Before pining the Serrice, Cummins was an
engineer at the 5ewage Farm at Cowlsey. The
deep sympathy of a wide circke of friends will be
extended to his young wife and friends in their
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. sad bereavement.”

After Arthur’s death, wife Helen moved back to Beading living at 52 Edgehill
Street and as far as can be ascertained the couple had no childran, Widow,
Helen Cormmins newer re-married and died inJanuary 1962, age 80,
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June 2022
Private Sydney Charles Smith

sydney Charles Smith was a young soldier serving with the 1st Bn Royal
Berkshire Regiment, and was
killed in action in Arteis on
the 20% June 1915, age 17,

syvdney was born on the 2%th
January 18%8, the third eldest
of seven children bormn fo
Herry and Margaret Smith
(née Wickens) in Caversham,
where his father worked as a
journeyman  carpentar, He
had an elder brother Gilbert
(b 18%8). a younger brothar e
Lecnard (b 19027 and four 52 g‘

sisters, Dorothy (b 1897
Catherine (b 128929, Hilda [b-&ﬂ
12007 and Olive (kb 1210, [
Oue to the nature of hIS“
father's work, the family & S it
moved around the Berkshire, ,,-"
Buckinghamshire, Hampshire '
and Surrey areas, In 1907 thay &

were living at Rose Cottage, -~ _ 4 ,_..!7; : ‘5 - _':c(‘}\

Ash, durrey; by 1911 they had s VAT Q \"T
moved to 2 Cross Road @ L /‘ £t Y " ics o RN

Badshot Lea, Surrey, and in
1914 they were living at 12
Firgrove Terrace, Boundary Road, Waoking,

After leaving school in 1912 at the age of 14, Syvdney was emploved as an
Under Gamekeepar, but shortly after the outbreak of war, at the tender age
of 16 years old, he enlisted at Guildford on 30 October 1914,

Posted to the Roval Berkshire Begiment, Sydney underwent training at
home for the next sic months before landing in France on 20% May 1615
with the 19 Battalion, Four days earlier, on 186% May 1915, his elder brother
was severely wounded at Festubert, whilst serving with The Queen’s (Royal

Wife st Surrey] Regirment and subsequently had his leg amputated.

The Brick Stacks at Cuinchy in 1915

Curing the six-day Battle of Festubert between 15%-20% May the 1st Bn
Roval Berks were in trenches at Fichebourg Avoue and suffered 404
casualties including 114 killed in action or died of wounds, The battalionwas
withdrawn from the battle on 18% May and moved to billets at Allouagne, a
small willage 3 miles south of Lillers and 7 miles west of Bethune, Here the
battalion remained for the next 11 days for rest, recuperation and training
which induded an inspection by Major General Horne on 22 May, and a
wisit from the Roman Catholic Bishop of Khartoum, Franz Xavier Geyer for a

oo divine service parade on 30™ May, Three batches of reinforcements arrived

Mow wirtually back to full strength the 19 Battalion left Allouagne on 30%

o May for billets at les Brebis, near Mazingarbe for three days followed by

ﬂ_;“Northamptonz framn 17 Division in trenches opposite the notorious

Brickstacks at Cuinchy, where the battalion had previously served in early

$ ‘:i i Fabruary 1515,

The battalion remained in the Cuinchy/Cambrin area until the end of the
menth and sufferad relatively few casualties with just 13 killed for that 11
day period. The battalionViar Diary for 20% June 1215 reads:

\."'“ e * ’ ‘Battalion in the trenches - the Germans had been gllowed to gainsuperiorty of
* '“"\ fire, they sniped continuausly and were very annoving — a very great deal of
% work was done andsniper posts were established - otherwise g quiet day’

" There is ne mention here of any casualties for the 20% May but sadly Pte,

wwdney Charles Smith, age 17, wasthe only one killed that day, by a German
snipar. He had been in France for one month and in the front line for only
one day,

Sydney Smith was originally buried in Mieillle-Chapella Old Military
Cemetery, Lacouture but thiswas closed in Mowermber 1815, beingtoo close
to a school and too exposed to enemy artillery fire, After the Armistice his
body was reinterred in Vigille-Chapelle MNew Military Cemetery wheare he
now lies at rest in grave 2.B.16 with the emotive inscription “SAMIOUR 1M
THY GRACICUS KEEFING — LEAVE WE MOV THY SERVANT SLEEFIMG on his
headstone, bydney Smith is also commemoaorated on the impressive Waking
Yifar Memorial at Jubiles Square inthat town
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