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Our aims are 'Remembrance and Sharing the History of the
Great War'.



Western Front Association Chesterfield Branch - Meetings 2022

Meetings start at 7.30pm and take place at the Labour Club, Unity House, Saltergate, Chesterfield S40 1NF

January

4th

.Branch AGM and Members Evening - 3 short presentations by Jon-Paul
Harding, Andy Rawson and Grant Cullen

February

1st

‘Steaming to The Front - Britain's Railways in The Great War by
Grant Cullen

March

1st

"They Think It s all Over " .... By Andy Rawson . Plenty has been said
about the breaking of the Hindenburg Line. This presentation looks at the
pursuit of the Germans which occurred during the final weeks of the war.

April

5th

Soldiers and Their Horses - Horses and Their Soldiers by Dr Jane Flynn -
a sympathetic consideration of the soldier - horse relationship 1914-18

3rd

‘Finding Deborah’ by Mike Tipping. How the team that discovered
tank Deborah D-51 went on to find me, and my journey to Deborah

June

7th

The Cost of the War' By Roy Larkin. Hansard tells us that the Great War of 1914-
18 increased the National Debt to £7,435,000,000 or £377,144,063,927 at today's
value which took 100 years to pay off.

July

5th

The Italian Front 1915-1918 by John Chester. Covers the fighting in Italy
from beginning to end. Includes the contribution of the British and their
part in ending the war.

August

2nd

Peter Hart returns to Chesterfield - last time was just before the
first lockdown in March 2020. The title of Peter's talk is Rupert
Brooke and the "Glitterati™ at Gallipoli®

September

6th

The Inventions Department by Richard Godber. A little known part of the
Ministry of Munitions. Based upon Richard s dissertation for his
Wolverhampton MA, previously a very under researched area about which
little was known.

October

4th

“The Fighting Fifth".....and the attack at Bellewarde Ridge 16" June 1915
by John Beech. John has a strong personal connection with the
Northumberland Fusiliers in this action

November

1st

“Shell Shock and the History of Psychiatry * by Jill Brunt. Based upon
sessions on this subject presented to students at Northern College,
Barnsley

December

1st

"British League of Help " by Dudley Giles. Nearly 90 towns, cities, and
organisations in the UK, Australia, Canada and Mauritius signed up in the period
1920-1922 to 'adopt’ a village, town or city in the Devastated Zone of France. Some
of these adoptions lasted only a few years, some (like Sheffield's adoption of
Bapaume, Serre and Puisieux) survived until after WW2
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Just to let everyone know, the popular free 'Monday Night Webinars' will start again this
month, and will be weekly up until Armistice and then fortnightly thereafter.

Those who have watched them before can register for the talks in the usual way, but for
those who haven't seen them, if you go to the HQ website and click on 'Events’, then 'National
Events’, it will take you to the individual talks and you can register online for as many as you
like. Then on the day, you will receive an email link to join the talk.

The talks start at 20.00hrs. and last about an hour with a short Q&A afterwards. Spaces can
be restricted, so book early!

The first talks are:

Monday 31 October - The Flying Sikh - Hardit Singh Malik, the RFC and the First World War
Monday 7 November - The Coal Black Sea: Winston Churchill and the Worst Naval Catastrophe
of the First World War

Monday 14 November - Investigating the Australians at Pozieres

Monday 28 November - The Searchers: The Quest for the Lost of the First World War

Why not give them a try?

November Meeting — Jill Brunt

Jill started my working life as a Speech
and Language Therapist, practicing in the
NHS and treating both adults and children.
A change in career and a Masters Degree
led her in to Adult and University
Education. She was Assistant Principal at
Northern College, Senior Research Fellow
and Director of Teaching in the Faculty of
Medicine, University of Sheffield and CEO
of an Awarding Body. She held two Visiting
Professorships at Sheffield Hallam
University and London South Bank
University.

She is now a Chesterfield Borough
Councillor with a Cabinet Portfolio for Health and Well-being. Also looking forward to
being fully retired!

Shell Shock in WW1: the session will explore the position of psychiatry during
the war, presenting symptoms and treatment for shell shock and the context in
the UK for returning soldiers.

Any opinions expressed in this Newsletter / Magazine are not necessarily those of the
Western Front Association, Chesterfield Branch, in particular, or the Western Front
Association in general



Secretary's Scribbles

| Dear Members and Friends,

Welcome to the November edition of our Branch
Newsletter.

The Branch looked into the possibility of having
representation at the WFA Commemoration Parade at
the Cenotaph in London on November 11, | am
delighted that Jane Lovatt, Jon-Paul Harding, Yvonne
Ridgeway and James Kay are all set to go with costs
being met by Branch funds plus a generous grant given to
Branches by WFA Central for this purpose.

S

~ Of course these guys will not be the only representatives
of our Branch being in attendance. Tony Bolton will be there as National Chair and
Rob Nash who is Parade Marshall. | can tell you that Rob has put in a power of work
with the organisation of this event, liaising with the Metropolitan Police and various
government agencies to ensure that it passes off smoothly.

Rob was one of the guests at Worksop Royal British Legion's Festival of Remembrance
on October 15, He was one of six veterans of the Falklands campaign of 1982 in
attendance which was the keynote theme for the evening. Some of the veterans -
including Rob - gave moving accounts of their time in the South Atlantic

This month - Tuesday 15t November we have local lady Jill Brunt coming to talk about
“Shell Shock and the History of Psychiatry * . This talk is based upon sessions on this
subject she presented to students at Northern College, Barnsley. Members may recall her
husband Steve speaking to us last year about the CWGC and his new role within it.

Now that we are in last quarter of 2022 my thoughts are now turning to recruiting speakers
for next year. Among those who will be in the line up will be Tim Lynch who received an
award from the WFA for his MA Thesis. This was presented at our President’s Conference
earlier this year. For 2002 we had an amazing response from members volunteering to step
forward and give a talk - look at Richard Godber .....first time ever....great talk.

So - who is next?.

Seriously though we have a WFA speakers list so please let me have an idea of what topics
you would like to hear being discussed and we will see what can be arranged.

Next month the presentation will be "British League of Help ' by Dudley Giles.

Nearly 90 towns, cities, and organisations in the UK, Australia, Canada and Mauritius
signed up in the period 1920-1922 to 'adopt’ a village, town or city in the Devastated
Zone of France. Some of these adoptions lasted only a few years, some (like
Sheffield's adoption of Bapaume, Serre and Puisieux) survived until after WW2.
Dudley you may recall organised our on line meetings jointly with our friends at
Lincoln during the pandemic when it was not possible to organise face to face
meetings

Best wishes, Grant Cullen Branch Secretary 07824628638



© BRANDED GOODS AVAILABILITY

New items are always being considered, so please check the Branded goods part of the shop for all items available.
Prices are inclusive of postage within UK (Branded ltems Nos 1-11)
www.westernfrontassociation.com/shop/wfa-branded-items/?p=2
or call Head Office (Sarah Gunn or Maya Shapland) on 020 7118 1914

And the (Branded Clothing, Nos 12- 18) note new prices (under) effective from 1st July.
Order direct from supplier (West Coast Workwear) www.westernfrontassociation.com/shop/branded-clothing/
or ring (0800 169 2228 or 01704 873301)

4

1 Fridge Magnet (£5) 59mm dia, front metal plate, high strength neodymium magnetic backplate,
and plastic mylar front cover
2 Anniv' Coaster (£8.50)  4” in diameter hand crafted slate. Individually polished, screen printed by hand
and backed by a baize
3 Mousemats (£6) 196 x 235mm fabric surface and are of high quality. They have a rubberised base layer
4 Bookmarks (£2) (dims 55 x 175mm) rich UV High Gloss Coating provides protection against stains
and damage
5 Baseball Caps (£8) Lightweight 5 Panel cotton cap, adjustable with velcro rip-strip, one size fits all
6 Ties (£11) Length 142cm, width 9cm (at widest part), 100% Polyester
7 Lapel Badges (£2.50)  25mm Dia. Die struck + imitation hard enamel, Silver Nickel Plating, Butterfly clutch pin
8 Mug (£10) 110z ceramic mug (95mm high x 85mm diameter) features the bold official WFA logo

design (two sides)

9 Messenger Bag (£27) 37 x 29 x 11¢m, 100% Cotton. Full cotton lining. Zippered organiser section,
Capacity:13 litres

10 Despatch Bag (£30) 40 x 30 x 12 cm, (10) Washed Canvas, dual rear pouch pockets.
Multiple zippered pockets. Capacity: 14 litres

11 Shoulder Bag (£25) 40 x 28 x 18 cm, (10) (11) Polyester. Internal valuables pocket. Zippered front pocket.
Capacity: 14 litres

12 Oxford Shirt (£27) Kustom Kit Short Sleeve Corporate Oxford Shirt. Easy iron button down collar,

85% cotton, 15% polyester
13 Breathable Jacket (£71) Russell Hydro Plus 2000 Jacket. Nylon taslon with PU Coating

14 Rugby Shirt (£25) Front Row Classic Rugby Shirt, 100% Cotton

15 Fleece (£24) Regatta Thor 111 Fleece Jacket, 100% polyester anti pill

16 T-shirt (£17) Russell Classic Cotton T-Shirt. 100% ringspun cotton

17 Sweat Shirt (£22.50) Gents Russell Jerzees Raglan / Ladies Fruit Of The Loom Raglan
18 Polo Shirt (£20.50) Russell Cotton Pique Polo Shirt. 100% cotton




The Fighting Fifth and The First Attack on
Bellewaarde Ridge 16 June 1915

John Beech MA

It was a pleasure for Branch Chair Tony Bolton to welcome our speaker for the
evening, John Beech, to our October meeting. John used to be an ever present at
Chesterfield Branch meetings but hasn 't been so regular since taking over the Chair
of East Midlands (Ruddington) Branch and taking his Great War studies to a higher
level with Wolverhampton University.

We are grateful to John for helping us out having had to hastily re-arrange our
speakers programme only a few weeks ago. John was only just back from a visit to
the Western Front,,,was that some Flanders mud that you had on your shoes
John.....?7?

After a bit of an IT glitch, John launched into his presentation - aided by some
informative handouts made available to all attendees

= Thelmportance of Bellewaarde Ridge
= Preparations

= Attackon Bellewaarde Ridge 16 June
1915




Google Maps view of the battlefields today where this action took place in 1915. John referred
to this map frequently comparing with the maps (everyone got a copy) as issued by the BEF
and the Germans in 1915

The Battle of Bellewaarde Ridge 24-25 May 1915
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9" Brigade Sketch Map Showing
Operations 16" June 1915
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STELLUNG AN DER
BELLEVAARDE

Regimental History WUrttembelrgisches Reserve Infa-ﬁterie Regiment Nr. 246




BELLEWAARDE
16™ JUNE 1915
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Lieut. Col. Clement Yatman Captain William Norman Captain & Quarter M.
Battalion Commander Herbert Arthur Landen
Slightly Wounded < > e —

Officers of 15*Battalion Northumberland Fusiliers

16June 1915
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= el
Captain Gerard Orby Sloper Captain Harold Richard Captain Leonard Vale Captain Robert

Machine Gun Officer Sandilands Bagshawe Collingwood Roddam
Wounded and Miss ‘W Compan: SES0RX L

-

Officers of 15 Battalion Northumberland Fusiliers
16June 1915

Bl

Lieutenant Eric Edward Lieutenant Hugh Second Lieutenant Charles

Dorman-Smith Myddlletonneyden James Shelly Dalbia: =

Officers of 15 Battalion Northumberland Fusiliers

16June 1915
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Lieutenant George Herbert Second Lieutenant Second Lieutenant Hugh
Fearmnley-Whittingstall Hugh Graham John

Urquhart Scrutton

Officers of 15'Battalion Northumberland Fusiliers
16June 1915

377 Sergeant 3558 Lance Corporal 9285 Lance Corporal

Alfred Hobday Austin Frank Broughton

Edward Beech
Y Company ¢ 4 3 GHPRN

AN

Men of 15tBattalion Northumberland Fusiliers

16June 1915
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Officers NCO and Man
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ILQVM

Casualties 15! Battalion Northumberland Fusiliers
16June 1915
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Eduard Haussler

Officers of Wiirttembergisches Reserve Infanterie Regiment Nr. 246

16June 1915
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ey Crome Moadd:

3264 Private Frederick Alexander Fyfe Z Company

1/10th King's Regiment (Liverpool Scottish)
16June1915

These photos were taken by Private Frederick Alexander Fyfe of Liverpool Scottish (the 1/10th
King’s (Liverpool) Regiment). Before the war Fyfe was a newspaper photographer. There exists a
series of images he took (against regulations) of life in the front line. This photograph is perhaps the
most graphic as it shows the situation at about 6am on 16 June during an attack at Bellewaarde by
his battalion. The flag on the right (which would have been yellow and red) is to enable artillery

observers to note the progress of the attack and therefore (theoretically) avoid shelling of one’s own
troops.
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3832 Private Herbert Francis Burden
15'Battalion Northumberland Fusiliers
‘Shotat Dawn’21 July 1915

Herbert Francis Burden (22 March 1898 - 21 July 1915) was a soldier in
the British Expeditionary Force during the First World War. Born in 1898
in Lewisham, south-east London, Burden is generally accepted as having
lied about his age in order to enlist at the age of 16. Having joined

the 1st South Northumberland Fusiliers, he soon deserted, returned to
London and joined the East Surrey Regiment, whom he also soon
deserted. Rejoining his old battalion, he was sent to France when the
army believed him to be 19 years old, and he probably fought at

the Battle of Bellewaarde Ridge in May 1915. Having already gone absent
without leave (AWOL) from his unit on multiple occasions, he left his post
once again the following month—he said to see a friend in the
neighbouring regiment—but he was arrested and accused of desertion.
Found guilty, he was executed by firing squad two days later aged 17. In
2001 his case, and his image, was the basis for a memorial statue in

the National Memorial Arboretum to those who had been unfairly
executed by 20th-century standards. Five years later, Burden and the
other men were granted pardons by the British government.

-15-



Tom Heap cycled 621-miles through France to retrace his family's footsteps

By the time they reached northern France, one of Tom Heap’s fellow cyclists on the
621-mile Western Front Way was reduced to stuffing clumps of grass in his
underpants. The unfortunate cyclist’s modern touring-bike cycle seat was bruising his
backside.

It was a moment of great glee for Heap, who was traversing this newly plotted route -
which carves south to north across the breadth of France from the Swiss mountains to
the Belgian coast at Nieuwpoort - on a 1920s cycle with rod gears, a steel frame and
a metal-sprung leather seat.

Heap had feared that his novelty vehicle, which weighs 17kg compared to today’s
average of ten, would prove a bumpy ride, yet it rode like an “absolute joy”. “They
made those seats surprisingly comfortable,” he laughs.

These privations were nothing to the experience of the men who inspired these twin
commemorative hiking and biking routes, which will launch on November 7. Over the
war’s 51 month duration, nine million men perished from combat and disease on the
Front: a 400-mile stretch of trench systems that formed the principal theatre of war.

Heap’s two great uncles were amongst the Great War’s fallen: a sporty young man
called Thomas Cunningham Gillespie, killed in action near La Bassée in north-east
France, and his intellectual older brother Alexander Douglas Gillespie, a pupil
barrister who became an officer in 1915, his commission having been delayed for a
year due to his short-sightedness.

Alexander Douglas Gillespie was a witty correspondent and wrote a series of letters
from the Front to his family and former headmaster at Winchester school, including a

-16 -



flurry of missives, in the summer of 1915, that set down his dream that no man’s land
would become a pilgrimage route, a via sacra, at this brutal war’s end.

“These fields are sacred in a sense...” Gillespie wrote to his former headmaster from
the trenches at Loos. “l wish that when peace comes our government might combine
with the French government to make one long avenue between the lines from the
Vosges to the sea... a fine broad road in the ‘No Man’s Land’ between the lines, with
paths for pilgrims on foot and... trees for shade.”

The Western Front

In 2014, in the aftermath of the World War One centenary celebrations, historian
Anthony Seldon, who had chanced upon Gillespie’s correspondence when writing a
book, and Heap, who is a trustee of the Western Front Way charity, set about the
long process of realising Gillespie’s 1915 dream.

Today the two Western Front Ways (thewesternfrontway.com) - cycle and foot routes
which at points overlap - have been plotted along their length with the help of local
French and Belgian partners, and mapped out on an app, which includes images,
audio recollections and snippets of social history (such as letters home from young
men on the front) as well as recommendations of monuments to see and hotels en
route where you can hang your muddied boots, or cycling helmets.

The walk takes around 40 days to complete from mountains to coast, and the cycle
route around 12 days.

Heap’s journey along the cycle Western Front Way on his 1920s upright cycle, the
charmingly named OK Perfection Roaster, was undertaken over 11 sunny days in
September, in the company of members of Heap’s family and friends and Western
Front Way supporters. Their journey began in Pfetterhouse, a Swiss border town with
an alpine character where the air was fresh and the merry band of cyclists were
brimming with excitement as Heap read from Gillespie’s correspondence to the
gathered cyclists.

Tom Heap and his cycling comrades tackle France's Western Front Way

The greatest cycling challenges come in the earliest stretches of the south-north
route: there’s a 1,680m climb on day two and in the Vosges, a range of low
mountains near the German border in Eastern France, which the cyclists reached on

-17-



day three, sinuous roads twist through steeply wooded hillsides and vantage points
from the Grand-Ballon, the highest summit, overlook the swooping flight of eagles.

Sustenance was provided by Heap’s sister Alice and wife Tammany, who followed the
tour in a supply car and popped up at lunchtimes with crisp baguettes, livid red local
saucisson, feathery mille feuille and high-calorie flapjacks that Tammany made from
late-travel writer Jan Morris’ recipe from her 1953 Everest expedition.

Today much of the north of France has been given over to the concrete expanses of
21st century infrastructure, but many southern stretches of the route are as they
would have been in the Gillespies’ day.

“The pattern of the settlements is the same, though some villages were flattened
during the First World War and of course the fields have been endlessly ploughed
over,” he says. But at points where the Western Way Route route traverses
woodlands - at Fontenelle, Ban de Sapt and Tranchee de la soif, near Verdun - “the
trenches and cratered landscape of war is fully visible,” Heap recalls.

War memorials can be spotted along the route

The north of France is well known to the British for its war commemoration tourism -
the Thiepval memory to the war dead at the Somme in Authuille; the World War i
landing beaches in Normandy - but regions of the south such as Verdun, where the
French suffered 377,231 casualties in a battle that ground on through 11 months of
1916, were, Heap says, unexpectedly moving.

“It’s beautiful countryside around Verdun, all rolling greens, and the battlefield still
felt tense with the memory and brutalities of war,” he explains.

The cyclist band, nursing various bruises and scrapes by the route’s final days, also
stopped to pay tribute at the plaques to Thomas and Alexander, who died on 25th

September 1915 in the first Battle of Loos, killed while leading a charge against an
enemy position. He was the only officer to get as far as German trenches that day,
and died where he fell.

-18-



Rebooting remembrance

The Western Front Way’s patrons hope that the new route will be a novel way of
interacting with the past, a means of “rebooting remembrance” as living memory
fades. Heap imagines that the Western Front Way will be a little like the Santiago de
Compostela, the famous camino that some pilgrims walk to commune with religion,
some for the physical challenge, and others for the sheer pleasure and camaraderie
of the hike.

Tom Heap conquered the route on a 90-year-old push bike

“People don’t have to be morbid and walk about war monuments looking at their
shoes,” is the way Heap sees it. “You can do it as an endurance route, for its
geography, or as a wine tour - you will still be marinated in the history of this
important war.”

Despite the fact he conquered the route on a 90-year-old push bike - suggested by
Heap’s cycling enthusiast son Dugal - cycling the The Western Front Way was also, for
Heap, a thoroughly 21st century project of commemoration, in an era in which grand-
scale ‘completist’ land challenges, such as Scotland’s scenic North Coast 500, are all
the rage.

“There’s something special about being in the landscape that witnessed war, and
moving slowly across distance through this landscape,” Heap says. “It brings you a
little bit closer to understanding those who lived through it. Were these the wild
flowers and sedges my great uncles saw? Is this a trench they dug? It’s all quite spine-
tingling.”

) 9,9.9.99.9.0.0.99.9999.9.9.99990.9.9,099900.9099999099999900999999.0999990009999 000,604

In the last issue of the Newsletter | published the diary of Private Walter Roddis ,
here is another that of Sydney G Cane dated May 1918 after a wound injury
required his repatriation to Netley Hospital , Southampton
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211, &Ftex that we trt;.-:'l.:e L, ra.a.a:.ug 'bhrnu-gh I:n.niers. & E'-Entual.u.]f a:'rm.ng

e;.t Frt.a_ples oetwesn 3 & 5 L. Pc were var:,r tived, -:ium & trdrsty,. & __'ter.s...l:.r
felt worn cut. ATLEr weling E.].‘Lat.teﬂ. our tente, 16 1% emch tent, wa WETE _ '
Fivan scme tea, which everyena greatly roliched. At night we srs_nttleﬂ dawn

cip pur erowled cbemt, & What with the smoking, toe Waz in s perfest stata of

perapi=stlon.

Gur Erief Sojorm At Wtapied. -

However we slept Tai=ly well, & the noxt Rorning afber. breskfast e
hat o ¥adleal Exem: ailer that wm drew the relainder of our kit Iueing
4jhe moeming we went througn a "laeieimstary gea” test, & a.lslu had a kit
fnspection.  The Sexl Say, Tuwwsday Lhe 15th, we paradsd in "Beitle order®
& marched to ¥ha "Belleving”.  We othepped there 21l dgy, & bhad varicuns lectiuree
an gos, & abes paseed theough the "Tioud gas™ test. AL the erd of the day
we warw very tired. In the evening soma af us wzed to wizit the "Jaldierts
Thrigtiah ApAocietiont Wb, & thore & Seotch Sergeant-Majer uszed to Zive
aidresces § nake eacnesh appesls & at the eonplusion of the m&&‘ti.ﬂ-g ha
Invited a“_'i of ug i g inkw a Litide room for neayer & gu_idancn.' Dy the
wnole thense meetince Wers very mapflring & helpfdl & h-a\re Trpught blesaing
T marmy . . .

The naxt morning thoe Depot gargratt-Ma jor cans rmmd with & :List of the
narep of met to prosesd ¢ the Tth Baktin: “The fuesne”. REoyel Hest [urwaly
Regh:, who woere ithen iying at Srisghaw in the 3t Omer distriet, and I wak
‘ore pogred to go.  We commonosd 1o 'an;tz-a;in .a;,"bmi‘:'. Boam, & ‘mowgd off about
10 ga; pirdoseding to a lizile slation ealled Arneka, ¥ia LRldia, 0or jums:,r
H&B Pade an. ueual ia goods '*t.rﬁc:ks, gnd telnr fwazh to ‘Ehis rn-:n-‘lo of _'tﬁ;-rblling'.
T natielly go% nsainsl the duor & sst there Witk fy Peet daagling sutaids..

Frem hls paeition = had a good view of the woumtcy W0 pasasd. At about
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oopm a;i'.'ri'lred_at prneke statlon and marched’ frep thers to Eringhem, Ti

cponred with rain & we god thers wet throogh aboui 10 oo AT 7m after much

tranping aboukt., Me were dhen duetribuled out amongsl the companies, &

" found tHem living in harna.  after Aiecarding whati wet gazmentes we coold,

_we 1aid doun on the straw, wlth oo Blankel ar-oewrerdng,. & t=ied to sleep.

E-E:u:lg tivad we were able o do ao for g foir houea.,

I;E;:‘:;uall&m . -

. F.:!!Il'&' the nesxt morming the 20th we rrope & got gureslves cepty for pereds.
nme Water we had o wach in cams from A dirty and gresn omE, & we washed
In goy 4lc tin W ecdd fimd,  Then foilowed the ummal reitlne with the
ngrbm;as-ternaergsmnt: 0F pouree he wanted all ouwr pacbloalave eto., =

then took ug :t::- hewe the olua I:'Hatt.n. ctlukr) aowm on wlr tunios, & painbed

“an our steel helmels,. APter be tsd fintshed with us the Curoany Sergeant-

o Jor ceme aut o siva uz g lectu*w as pel tsual, on whal we mest & mast

oot do.  Then we ware diemizzed & went ofl doen ibe -uvad Lo z coblags &

bought ‘aoma coffea.  ATter Cimmer woe wenl ouh Into a Tiedd & wrobe cur
letlers. .

~ In ihe evening there were r-.:igh‘t -:-pe:t'a.tiuns golog oo, in preparetion
for £n mibechk =t Ypeds, in bhe Poelcappel®d sechor, he ohisch being to

caphire the snewy's peaiticn keown 1o Us as "the Brovery", only of comse

. in eame mlght stiack should e necessary, Oz Sai, 22ml We Here inspected

SHy the new Ooloped, each man, ledivldua?®y. The nexs dey. Smday, waa

the day sppointed for wowlng, & ao wa had to stari packing us.  Our cofpaty

()] Was the leat te }oave, & after noling ot billens tidy, e cbarfed ou

" our warch to Eequibeck statlon. Here we efiuedined few Poscrhirge, - &

fovn e few mlles bapind Yrores but often shelled & eontinually veonbed. dore
the miption-gesler provided the peans Tor eneny alscoaft to learn the

fovenants o'i’}-t.hé tains 'h:.-" the ﬁipuiatidﬂ af ligkte, thue proviag ne -

; Ty & R, Of ‘noures-he was shot. -
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wa =rrired st the ctalion abost 11 pn, & marched Socangh the muined

- toem & ouwd te "Schecl Gamp'. The galde loat his wey, enc conatquently we

© trgrecaed the same geoimd masy tinem, buk evestoally got fo the camn alb

3 woion the Monday, werh ok, faving bean shewmr dor Auts e threw oo
packs & .eq_ui:smen'l: eff & 1ald down.eni the bricks with an oWercoet tiree Le
& went to alesp,. The next Jeb % hal wak alfter hreakast & then we were
sorped oul Anlo hule e resards Bectidns & Platbonm. ALl cbhoyk weal wo
wers treintng berd for the ir:tand.ali- sttack at Posleaprelle. n tha
Seturdey wvening a1l was going well, & quiet when about & om, suddeniy &

wlthout sy wamang several astlal bowbes were dropped by F=its, inte the

camp & there were about £00 casuaities. OF soursa this wus our first faste
“of -it, bul lbings wemt very well, & we 1gid flab in sur hubs & waibed,

slthaugh = graal nany wenl outside to =es tha fight in the air.

0n :Gunday .g.l'L WEs serens excepk for the isete of the alr-rald se111

hanglng shoat va, In ihe oorning we had a service Ly e bayabaox, Tao

. cheplain waa a Major with the N.C. (Militery deess) & be Az o Shoaghniful

& sincere spesker, ¥He mrranged a servies fer we in thae svaniag, in the

FoAJM.G, hick, & We thomroushly enjored the mectings. Durdlng the weck

_¥nich follawed we wemt on with the trainieg & at night for several Times
. 37 muccazsion we had rxlds, Howsver we zot mafely throuth thal waak &
. artiwved, at anobher Swadsy. By thiz tima a ¥.M.3.8. [:Iaz'q':.lea hed, bean aractad

. %2 we held ot marvice there. The Balder took for him fext Deut. D & - 5v

"Ye have dwelt long shough Ln  thip mouet, turh yon & beke yaue jowmoy.®

This belng cwr lzet dey st the canp before proosedisg to the line, we held

R Commmict servioe mfter the servies, which was wery inspiring.  In the.
" evening 3 morviec sak hell by the T.K.0.4. woykar, waich wee very Zood.

T It was B pmatlng wet night.

s, route for line. =

-

:__Clﬁ Honday, Cot.. Hth ve bad to pack up, ready to march to e cesp in-a
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little wndd = few miles cui of roperhinge, ::a.?_l.la-i. "oiry BucI';a-t- Samp* .
e liwed hass 4n Iithle wooden huts, & at nigh% u.uj_'fa ;-uhj_ac_tad.' Lo constani
ole==raids. ir the szaw wood, theTe wWare & larwe QWUWOET of waaka ehalﬁ-arcd...
e 1".5:.\:1:. :la;f.t-.'e.zsm’__&amﬁ =n¢ packed up to gu inbo the line. | I:.a_ sha afternocn
nnt:;r lopwies teok ue 4o a place whevra tatteriea wers :T_if.i.n.:; ot vigeroualy,
the neme of the planr was either Desex ?‘aJ_:‘u_l, Caln F‘npnr.h. l_iir_rrptnn Pa.r.:k_
sepesorse or Dirst Pazk. Thess plases wers a1l in the d@istrich ut-owioe
io & liitle meddle T am ool pure whera we WEXe. Wo put soma shorsls &
hgxea aF bonbE etn, which made walking vary oifflcult & carrying wmas NEavy.

= newl job was te ges c0 8 ShEttered nill-bon for the night, & Lo get
- there we had to g0 §nes dasp in mod & uat.a-r,. Hy dibches & streans, throosh
“ehelikolas $ aunken mopeda, We travelied, & zit fzab reachel our destination
[or ke alghi, Some wore fortumate snasgh to goet in under cover, awhsar
poor Fellews N to mewain mItside A1 nignt. T wes foriunsle cacush to
be mal® in & Radf o, oring w4 wlgar, whish will be rekembersd by all,
the Qermane Were ehelling ua aith 5.2 & 4.2 ehells, the former is his
favourits & a very dsadly shell. It im a-similar shell o oo 67
hads tear.

The next maraing the zrelling increased & aeveral. a:nmﬁy- :p:!.a.nea cEmE --:rw:e:\:;,

then they woull dip zathsr 2ow & reglster & battery or Lwo, & then aver
_ woidld eocme mzlvee of ghell=. Then ail a,er.t.al Fight wnufl:d teke placa, &
Frite could be seosn scameering off homc.  Absut tes~time a fow of us ‘:.m.d
43 gu B suicl dislance bn get ooms tins of Duliy Eeef, & on the Higy Wa
assel a soprede, who hadl made the geeat macrifice lying by the dusk—borrds,
Tl was a oad siohlb, &% being the Firet oF ita kird, oede cov o bll oxsery.
et na 3tal..¢_~ sere Lbah duck-boaris are tiess waed an bad groand '.l:D ®Aake &
walklng trask l'u-:.-'Iﬁ.I?é.niry, % ey wiho m3y Be walking. At ‘:piﬁa ﬁrac:‘ticé.lly
all the tracks weoe of duch-boerds, as the protnd wae coversd with sheil—'
nalan fuli of watar, & she velé avea was almoat imundatcd with water.

Therew were saldon any teenchas & we bad Lo dwell when in fhe linc in

-26-



-7
pepmired shellobeles, or en olé Cerman pill Dod.
Eoeloarenlle, -

Wa arrlved hack with the Rty Beef, & the Boohe wers atlll ahelilapm
very heavlly, & meo tiee wag henging o our hands de wa.t.-;hs_li_ the shelle .
rating zoound the battety behind ue. Two or throe EL‘I.]'J.B. WETE put ot of
zotisn, & the arewa obliged bo soatter for shelter. Ea.r:-n after tea, aE
t got quek, ¥e wore Loken an the Jourmey Cortie lj_nﬁ.. FPor some little
time we Teps <4 whe dusk-bodwd trask, bat saon We wWere led off on to rough
._ grourd,  Varer llghts were cmstgntl]r ot up by the snseomy, & mﬂehm;r thesy
mrgt hHare dissovered mye movenlsntas, For smldsfﬂ.r We were expimed to hesvy
shrasnel Sizs. To adl to om diFizulliiss orr lesders lost thedr way &
stuld oot trace songsciizna. For a little while we had to 1is ghill while
efforts wers made @0 Tind ths way. At lask ge were lacd un ower all =orhs
of chstasles, % Znee deep ip nud, when suddeniy Prits pub o burricaae of
shrapnel on ue Which sWept the gronnd, & there were cries & jgrcans of too
woundod, At last we reached soms =pol, whepe we were tobd o dig 8., ﬁut
EioKine Wisre we wars, wa commenced digelng e hole far curaslvoe to get inm.
I dug =c hard thet I we= in a greal slate of pecspiration. Howsvor we
Finighed the jab & wol inte the place in "gulck tine", There wis Just
enough rovow i ¥idih Lo teke each ocow, but as it weae not very long, we
had Lo ait with ooe Zees cramped UT. ' .

Ve aspt hudlled cp Logether on opr pesks; With owr seter-proof sheels
aver us, & in Loe naorng {11th} about b o'olock, m.:r:_.;'c:tillar:.lmn opaned
Fire & pus up 4 Livedy & intemalve bacrage of Frits., Then aboudk & am
Cibw "Reyad west (enta”, "Baffs", & “Bast Surreks" went owver tha bop to
take & pimes ualled *ihe prowsry®, while our Beifn. the "queens", "Royel
Kest BuTreys", rensiosd 1a supptrt. The med and shell-holee were awful,

% it 'was almost izpossible be go a step withent =inking in io our Jmees. -
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Ha were wosrliog sacking over sl pwitese but thie wes soro reund o f‘e&‘[..
'J_'he Zellows Whi Weht aver wera tuu{n*fl:q:'ﬂ ha.n:l:.c:appen,_, 3: gat. l'erg up, &

[}

“mﬁpuu&nnq J:H.d tc NIl ‘mﬂk the sktack resulting in g 'E'ailm'e _mere
oo & groat loss of men in this ennmtec:, prectloally ‘a whala CEMpEY
o ""i‘he Spffa werv taken mrlponec.

Guing to tha attask tairine £o ]};‘u:luca Hus Entendad reauits tha plans
YETE uphaed, & T make mgttoes morae the Docha put wp a 34 houre bofbardnent
an aur pexléisne which nals it or whterly impossidle thing to get rsticms
ap te us. A% the oosition Wes we were only to have remained dn the lire
for f4 houre, & had ocly taken ratjons sccerdingly. Unfpoctungtely We wers
a9% relfevad & Fridey neroing (12th) ¢ame, & we hed ne zatione, My nete,
- .Ja,c:}: flars, hadl 0o fater lefd, soas I had z.ake:n the mrecartion to roscrve
7y batirs, only heving & 2ip et tntorveds, T shared what I had left with
adm, oniy siiowing osch ¥ un a sip. Wood hoylng gena, We had only 4 tin
o7 Jam lefl, so Jagk & L ate that, with one spenn. 431 the while we were
standing In mel &k water.

Fropenbiy eomeone discovered he had =ome tou & sugar, =o we got aone
ansll=holp Water & boflod some bea. That day At wained fur a lovg time

& wo Were under heavy sorll fize gll day. The alticers tald ne mo Tive

tn hppeé of belng relisved that night. imeing the afberwcar we could mee & ©

wevanents ic tho enomy's bines, & @0 we bad orders to dlg in e Fresh .pla.m,
& Ilx our noyonets & be vesdy for a counter-aitack., Ko gtitack cahe, %
night dres nigh, bui no relied came, Slesp wea aingst imposedhls bui we
dazed now & agrin, & ntent 2ped guickly past & morning came & =2lll §o
»aitof bad apposrad. wo wers osthting Wmgry, for it wae detorday moeeiee,
& e had Rad no gooo ool slnes Weomerday, Howewer "l:h:E. officerds triec

st cheer us up by talling us we chewld frebably e going oub that aight.
Zhalla were anill f2lléng mear & arlefly. Frewsently & ehell droppsil &
buret & fer jyards from the saranel, & mad & water flew ail over . OWs

5f the lads - le The trench ov muther bole, with na, :ecaivm' zhel i-=horlk,
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gig eliphlly, ket the olber very badly & 1ol kls speech. Geweral others

wers wouaded. Feeling rether ogld Jack & T kwldled up tegether under our

shests to keep werm. At stodt Tive o'clock, we received the unwsleome crder

to progeed on to tha frant line & relleve the trueps alveady thars. Every-

one wag Leeling conu up, & A1l oyr walad Wism gOTE.

hen it grew darksr we begar to move up to the posltlon we weie g pald.’
Frite centinually senb vp lights & gut bie machine-gwnz omous, whils we went
aq floypdering in tke mast. At lest we gob to She pasiticn, x cnes there,
We had to kasp low & quiet. Juat by thie pasitian wag & h;.age' sheli-hole,
& no a [ww of vs got Eote ity & Founé many of cur fellorz whe had made She

ereal saenifice lying the-s. It was kot 8 wery [Csasant place.o be in

" & the smell was very nasty, Dt the hole grve us shalber g0 we rangined

for o zime. At the mige of this'shell-hols weTe sevepal logs, w0 We dacided
o get unoer them.  We had nof hesn thare Ieng Whek a .Piﬂm ofThicer o
round £ paiz we hed detter vetnrn o the place we wale-in, but saon affer
he tald ue we ctuld return L0 the logs. It did nat taks us lowmg b get

ot af it, & we soon found a plase in the loga where we coild etay. Sunday
moralng #pme, & we could kear the sersplamss Mghtiag cverhead. How thirsty
we =31 wera, & very buwngry. 4 shell dropped noar by & Kiiled ome &

wowncas theee.  he dar wore on & T coostastly wheught of 833 &t home singing

oin tho church's awl chapel's in pease, & &f fhe time when I uzed to attond

- myzed®, Heow we did eraye for aater. ot lsst sood news cems thet we wess

to ba melieved & that we sbenld acon be golihg cub,

fbout T mm we cognanced te go oont, & anforiunataly the guide mizged
ks way, & 'I'II..: were garlerlog aboul 2n the mwd & shell=holes for many hoees,
&E lasf we struck the track & ware gbip to nade tlea.dwa;;'. Tresently we

pihelked up with the cgptain & he tock us on down a duck-board track. Ke

heé got awsy down 3 bundred yapds or =o, when tha crder camé "ahoal t-lﬁ'l'l"_ -

% Wa hed to Tetrace opr stepe & gat own Lo anobher track, Fallows wore

50 thirsty that shey fcok off their stesl helmess & Tiled them with
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sateT from sheIl-helem & then drank fror then. pter 8 whlle wa sesuped’
our jau..urney, fualﬁg very tired, & our pacle hung very heavily. W& had .
gone a good dlstance when Frits b ovol aode ooy iaTge gaa snalle, 30 ]
davbled un & eecaped 1T2 e;rcétEJ Tae Joweney was still a long way, &

it was nob until 3 ém Fonday [35th) tha@ e arriv;d al the jug-outs glaﬂg
the Tpres, Yserw$$ninEH capal, after 8§ woure walking, for aw sould mok
smrch., Twesmone was abaoliabely dome up, BUBETy & thirsty & o great numbex
work suflerimg the offectz of beench fout. ¥y oW fast woTe 311 nambed,
vhita & shrivailed, ek snan ihey recaived thelr weual cirvulation, althoush
they were axoandingly zore for asveral daye afterwsris & caused re bo hobbls
aboit.

Dvanzlally Wa gob doun o klp & slept until A0 anm wher the Quertermosier—
Sargeent omme wound & oalled um, s¢ We EOb UL & had & @000 braakfpst. Through-
vt that doy Marday, we seshed & cleanced om kit Pop il was coversd in
md & ever: the things in our packs wers soaked - with smddy w=ier. We resalnsd
at Shase dug—rpte uztil Mueeday morning, whan o Tackel Up & wepa scnveyed
Pack to "Uirty Fucket Czap" in motor lorrles. It Wak & great relief to get
away frem the thoeder & csarT of the guaz, & 1t was oot log hofoers the
paptuer waE infoortsd byoue, with the hopa of obbaining blaouiss and
chooolale & mbms sisares$es, Bimculls & chooolate have almaet hecome the
Fovmirite religh of tho tropps in Fraoue. A5 might the camp was visitsd
by Qerman airmen who drépsed Lhelr bombs gulis Trealy.

211 went well umtil Satarday [(208hY, when we had omders 3o pack up Tor
ibe Tine ageia, as we had to go & hold it for 6 hoars. &b dlnpsc-tirs
wo merched off & got iawn the low—ies, & were faXen up to within o fou
miies of the linm, as T&- as i we palo B g0 without belng chsetved .

w Tt would Be es Woll Tor me Lo explein shat a fellow ha3 o oarry when
golng lnio thisz garf of thé 1lne. Thers 16 hia squlpnent, pack, an ek
{2011 waber-vottle carriad lo pack; sovncllngs = shovel, or has of beomibe)
cne or two pebtrol sans TuLL of waler, & perhabs a zand-bag of mizeellanecus

a-tioles, =
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Hauing unlcaﬂcﬂ aii Lhe 1amr1¢s, e nTDcEﬂdEd an our nay tﬂ the *iné,"
& mot With o grsa‘l; lis-al af shelllng Hahim‘. uUB oUT Zuns WeTd I‘l:'na.ri..ﬂg,
Pang! Pangi Bong: Bang! '_Bf JE;* & the en=iey's were mept'ug L ﬂhizz-m-a-ﬁw
HIMfp — T - T - HPUPP - P - p -. Dhen cefe the £as &he]_.s, & dropping
alucst at cur Fesh they spread inte a grest cloud of poiech pas.  Event-
usSEy Ve ot into our cesitions with only a eonparitivély small nurbet
ot casugltics. ur poaitions were a fow mumll heies with a ¥ew nen in
each, We feli yory hived wher we goi thare & =o it did net take us Pong
to z20ifls down, omly we hal iv kecw a look-out for gas. Witk our waber-
[Focis th-own over our hegle:wa, rasted bhe night. In the mrning the .
Bache must have seen a movenent ¢ held suspielgne, for he sghellsd o
psedilions very heawlly =11 day Susday [Rlst}, &'it was a very nerva Lriing
tima. Fortumetcly we d'd net get many casualiles as mogt of tha shalls
droeped sithsr ia fromt oo bohind ws,  ATher fea we wers sithing, ocuating
the hewrs ta Lhe bike when we shawld go cut, which was to ba 1 an that
night.

ne partleuiar note ho maxe m thig days an*c-unf.n' 1s the faot tnnt
nexrly every-ien effered Uy a silent prayer to hia faker; tns Rhslting
wae g0 very intanse & we lhought sre=r mimrte would belng sone

cataoirophs. &% 7 g an S0T1osr agzme yoynd for some men to go with g parey

“. wlth raticons te the front line. He wamted 4 or S men & a8 1 was ome of

" the nesy anes I "elicked" the job; {avmy texm far “got" the job). In
sush sascs thewe le no Lime to waele, eo without rea?s:-n.i:ng Wiy, hecdtms,
"There'a Auk to ooesin H‘ﬁ:.rl
‘Thare's tut to do or = die,” .
o 1 -:I'llﬁ.pﬂﬂ eut of the ppsitien & ollowed with the ofhere to the raﬂ-:-i.n:m-
dunp.  Hewe we were loaded with either 2 cacklills of vetioes, or 1 ar'®
pg.tral ting of water. - It ©ell to your Baalde £2 cardry a couple of tlas '
of wator. Uheepe ting sre hopwt &rowkart fo carry, & o add to the
diffieuitlos, we had So welk mee dess In madl & Through shell-holes.

Oowcver we arrived ob oy dasetination & deliversd the ratiing & water.
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e officer went down fhe dugeoud witn.the other company ofSficer & rerzinec

there some time, 1.presmme deipklag ram or some indiowdcant.  bhen he cane

gunn, It weae a tremendouws foar they nads.

out after an hoar op 84, be sczeed rather thicl-Jeaded & maxic a haety

walreat b3 the poziticna we atsrtcd from. . Jooooguently wwmay wao onois

et goh alemg very Cast wers getting behind, which canusel o commobion &

a hait, “hee they had all ol up, we again proceeded, but scon cams wmder
& heawy pheil Mire Cpom Fritz, Thers was confusion & the officcr gave tnd
coder b0 "Lley oul in shell=holza~. Of course, 8 gregt nunbar aasrmbled
together, & Tirst we -;e;:t. t.hl.a ask: 10 aszany Lbe ohicdling & 11 ooem=d o
Tellew ue, & back we went the appoaite way. 8o we walbed & procently lbe
btarraszs liftcd & we were soon in better spirita.  dnfcrtunstely we wazu
lasgt, & had to send oot & pooad the way back,

Soom we heand a signel & went that way & to owr groal dellghl Found oue-
Aelrer ONCAa mMOTE .in gur own pasitiona. It wap about s34 -nignl & il hoo
tdken ns 5 houre to cover about 1,500 yarde, or a 1lisdis mode,.  kext
Rrorming, at Ian we left o posttloas ap arranged, % went out to "Resexmve"
wositions at a place called ¥impioa Perk. Hera I might say that ancther
Br:'l_.gg.dc wir b6 make g altack the aexi morning, while pecferaiions had
been made for a "wluff attack Ly d.un:!}"s." o dravw the eneny s fire.  ghosd
0 an pur actillerymer startad a very hsavy hartrage with ne=cly & 1,000

Haring ammived ot Kimpbom Park we Dolod GOMe .'I.ﬁ..r-tle "Bivcusce" awaiting
Bs , & atter having a 1itble soup we gob dowe to TRat whtn anly A mrownd
sheet to .¢|3-ve:t' UG, He slsﬁi untl.l £ am & on valriog 11-1_'1 wE fommd mrrarlvar
in an inch or two of water. Tan artillary barrags bacams wore fietoe &

‘the atteck commenoed, Tt was ast long hefore or v Gesisn poisoners

.ann'i.'ng ba:ck & swen 50me Germsas hslpine our wowsded alome, & owe Imew that

<he attok has Seen.suocessfhl, Cuying the moralng we gob veady & were

then toaken back to YDATty Sacket Jaao" by Hotor laorrles. Homwed we romrinet

| For a nlent of twe,
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Cae 1ittle iacident I remsmber at thls oemp. W8 Wers “n hrta of aben.

2} An & nut, & Wwors atl discussing our sdvenlursa in the 1lke durlhg thet
wagk~gnd. Fearly everyuhs, T aminz &1l &f them did, te=tlfled 4o thelr
having s_m:éht Gud's help by preyer whlle mnder the heavy boobardreni.
T‘us:,r felt their own weskbess & helplessnoss & vealiged God's ToWET to keern
& to spve. Seme off them hel soorned the sower of prayer, & disbeidiswved
tha power & love af Gad: but you oetize when danges surrounded them, ther
flew ';',n.him.. & =aught mergy & proteshlom. .

. i™aw a day or ao we maréhed So Foparninge. Hers we were billeted
in soms bhg building, for abeut o wesk. Io the tovm thars Ware 2
calental ¥ M0, 4.3, 8 Danadlan & Acetradiar, On fhe Buneel sorning onr
chaylain held his servics in the sustraliae T.X.C.A., & gave a Tealdy
nelyfu: & inspiring addresz, of the kivd which meRes o frliow think.
Waah tke hoys want iz nod rpalnted spesches & aley nothings, but momcbhing
racticsl & what le practieal but the gospel & teachlopes of hedat. In
the cvenlng the sestidg Wao an opes aas, & a few tesuifiad o having Jound
the Master in Mranoe. Thern the Y. M.0.4, leafer apaxs d he W43 ¥ary gooo.
Tha fcilewing week we marched to Prowan & setw 1iving in a mrsdy Lhedd
rder oamvas. HG‘I:-F&‘I.I'EJ’:‘ #e wesnined herr arly = Mght or twu, & oo Yednesday
Oot, . Flet, #e took Notor lorrles & travellsd to "Farry Farnm™ tivozacs as
Elv;ardiy_ﬂ g. The speny tsed to vee long=rengs gune on Flyordingle, The
naxt day Mo, lat we start going parily up the line 'un mwarklng = pasuies”.
fur Job was to keop the duek-noard ftrack in good gonditicn, on r;ha.t is
GHekn 22 "Igrees Ztveet”, Flaces of imterest on thie toack Were Stesoboek,
Rmnbaék, Weywpod, & 5 grofe=rosis.  Thlle al work we aore oflens shelled.
4 oanw hewding bacome exply at Bogsigghe) wo Lk it over, & aza Lhere

aboid Rix Weefr, Oftan We Wenh out o nighlewokins paridss, o oon sexrly-

neping parties. iboib Wednesday TeG. l&th, we gu ot the resstvs dug-

" buta off the Yesr Camal. This #as the 1ine of tremchus wnleh we oasuppiad

{=ia} an July it of Jasht yesr when BlEr troops bepan thelr advance. W
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shayed a5 Sheso dug-oubh Tor 3 deya, & thon an the svepies of fpldae W4k
we m insg the *ront-line, for 3 Gays. I had oeen mule platodsn ruoner Eor
shis ime, & hed rlanty to de.  In cene tHe rondpr fe unasore of She dubles
of @ runncr, I 1.-1‘.11,_ E-t.g,t.-& ao hara. _;ﬁ_ratl'gr,,h& hoas fo take ths meazpmes

af hils ofﬁcﬂ; &% aﬂclnm:l'].:f L hae .t.o. act ag a guide to the plakom':
positims. Bupner's apd Stretoher Bearer*s jobe are umuslly the mast
avoided. Dubing ouwr perlod in the Iine wa had & faisly gquiet timo.

veTy eveming T kad 4o go to headguarhera (Company) to taie oy of Ticers
revorhs, EF day we ned to lis gquiet & male no pevemstbs, by pishd we eould

make ot delenees sironger, only w2 had to be vary gquict & loop e sherp

© Zock-oit for the enemy. HWhaile encw was abiel faids weer aonstimca node

'533 Britieh tronps ln "whido everellsz". It fall te my lob bo baws wo pulde

ihe nlatoon relieving ur inte o pomitiona & leading my Owo platoot cut

& bagk 4o samy.  To satiafy @iy company headguarsers, Dbl o g0 dowrr bo

"Pantais Farm', the feocrvé heagouarbors, oo ac be be sove of the woyr, n

¥ouday evening 7PHh, I met the melieving plgboon at the aspointed place,

‘at F pr & tock them ehraighs 1o the sesitlona & ot them into txim & ther

1od my own plakoen oub, The officer, sergeaat, & men wers dependent on
;e taldinr thom safedy owt. 1 did mo & gob them owi in record time, & firwt
of the comreny, & 1t wam after thie furd in the line that | #as recommesded

by tne offiesr, We -glaph the ntght in these new-nuts, 2= »& were. The

‘next day, wo ottreined for Hosmdamque, a villsga in the Bt [mer distriet,
" whera we.were tt so for a rest. I4 Was in the afiernoot, when we mrpived |
. &t the stetion, & thes thete wae a 7 miles srch or Gore. DUF colifeby

Milleted Tor the night in an olé Uinema, & the nex® day vz moved ic & farme

house & Tarnes.  Fortwwakely we wexe' af thiz willags for Choistoss Day, &
zo dianer (% a very pood mie too) was served in the TLMLOLAL Marpues. Ih
wam = =plewded 1ittle ¥il‘age & we ofien paid tha Feassh people 3 visit

for nona cofFze, e were mlloded: a Bass ko "Calatad in turn, for fhe

.FEBJ. § T went on Wedpesday Lec 280,

" n Prlday we pasksd b mored off at 6 am ko the station at “asdmaeg”.
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eTe we entrained for Froven. Je srrlved st the canp in $he afbernosn,
_".‘_rut. thia time we found hute bal bBeen rut wp.  Hewerer 'r.m :un.:l.;.r.rema.*.-.un-.l
Fere far o foW doys _ds then moved on ta a.not@w'_camp 4% E‘.‘Lve_rdigg]i Fao.
fhilo et Zrowsn, on bhe Punéegr nooodug I owent t-;: thy village sohook to &
sarv;‘.n:e. Ta b avendne il ias _e.rra.ng,jeﬂ. for the CONATLT _tq_pe marched
to & concert By the R.P.O, Jack & l'_ Zik 'p!.’!:.l'll'l.iEEi:Iﬂ:.j-‘;D bc E.':-.E-nn.t- &_
attended 5 asrvice at the villoge sopock.

A% Teat wo mover to Hlveriinghs & weTe here Jor g day o so. A Sergsant
wES hers "sthodppec” in whe presence of the Bafdallon,

Wednesdey, Jan. 2nd 1916, ¢ go ug the 1ine sgaln, On tho way We _gét_
shelled, bui got theosgh alright, & are in reserve pomitiocos for a few
. deye,  We bt a cam_pu.ritiiv&l:.r quieil $ime, This zize [ had bech made o
Gowpaay Euimer, & hed pleaty o &o. On Fridey evendiaz Jap. Sth gt abont
& pn I was sent to a plateon wlth epdexs Lo gedt en NoZ.0. & 4 men to fetch
their reticny, Whille I sas gone the otwpasy officer did & moet xldleulovs
thing'.. He got cuteide of fhe hesinuerteras & begsn waing A filssh-lamp.
Soan afher o salve (ahaed 5 ar &) of shells (Mhiss! Dange) came-cver.
Thr fizet oac wont juat over wa, & e I twrped ground te oo where thoe
kel followen weres I wan b1t in ddc right-arm Jues Lelow the eloow, I
Pelt 1% buen & spart, but hearing ¢thar ehells conitpe 'Y ealbed to the -
other lzda o huryy forward, bl soredow ther hegiiated, & aome ran
batlk, consequently the shells weprs on them in a moment, I parrowly ;saapadr
Bt two o vaka hit & aoe dthér. vare saverely, wao diag .Df WOl .
The next mcrming we got owk of fhe plll-beox & at 3 an I led the ftwo whe
eourd walk, oui do the treesing statlon. - laving gob theze we were attended
te & inpewlated, & then teken by light railwsy t6 the 564k Field imbulance
at Elvetdinghs . o

after hrea‘icf.aé":. wae were taken Iy Motor a.n.bula.uce to Hﬂ..il-.. fapneltr
Clearing Staticn, Thet wes Satuordey mﬁng; but on Monday we wero vuz

on Antutsncs trali & token te damiers to Ho. 22, Gatsral fms'p'_j.'-;a:l. I wa=n
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ab this hospltsl & wesk, & WEile thewe I stienled a meryice st the Seottlsh
ChLﬂ‘.'l::]:]l:_-!’ﬁ bt the eubject ;.'.'IIIEZ-L:GE abouk “Jommh",  Erom hEan! I H&:FI.'.E to tha
onvalescent Camp (He. 5] at EEEEEE&& ¥here ! was marked Tor "Crouriils”.
im Wednemdsy, [Ftn I wrrived at the Comvaleesent Dorpot {Fe. 13) slubioned
ab Touwrllle. I wWag kerc for a monis, & epent o moas enjoyable timé.

Aften htﬂ;kfast_we Eeed. to Rerch dowl be the beach & Mave gameE, &

domeing #te. Thers worn 3 hwnds, o brass, fife & Seotch pipea. The after-
anana & svenings wo used to have frae to ourselres.  Many evenizgs 1 <he
woek there wore coneerds held, & en Lhe whale dhey were very good. Depuville
A Trouwvalle etood ane on sither side of the ua'l:.a:r:-. Deautille was o mr
tiad tke beet plzmn, ellhovgh they were nuch the sane.” Un dasurdser or

’ wnday afternnons oy mphbe Geocrgs Wood & T used to 28t A pass & o Lo
meoarille, Thowe wors sorvices held every Sunday moraing & sur chaslain
was a weTy good apeskerT. 1 thick he iz FTesbfLeread. Whila I wais the-s
we had A comawedon Barviod, ghich fede my cecond & 1&5€ in Frence. GSoun
the time czao for me fe lnave & on Fel, 13th, we catrained for “Rouen”,
where we arrived =t 10 on. The nexi day we were allowed to vieit Rtwasf

a0 I wext & bl s keck round. We went np oo Lo the vop of A oythedwad &
wallterl provied the mnath, from which. wa had an excellent view of the town.

we zame dowt:, eslled in a zafe & had dinner & setacnaet o billebs.. At

4 zm we were mbasm? the train fur "Etaplas", & srrived there at - zm on

- the 14tk {Priday;. OCur bravellisg @as Rade b goods Trucks & we weea giad
when it ended. Arrsving st Rbaodea we wera showe to our tente. Hewe W
were PULEY eouipped, & I was lnagulated on Sunday 17¥ik.  Then on

Thip=dey 21t al .70 ok we boarded the trein to rejoln vur Baitzlian, &
srriven 2t Fiany-lﬂ-mafuﬂliﬂ statlan—hesd. e wumkei flara for & doy oo

ihe mte.

 zalupdsy 2317 bout ¥ sm we marched out fur the 185% Div . Wing. Wil le
at these Billats we had work t0 30 04 an assault eourse, Dﬁf'ﬁiilét L:E]

ar old eop-shed.  Y¥hile here we were called oul, Tui iz was & Jalde alarn,
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& afber waitiog in "Hatile asdew ail the alteraowa We wers at last dismisesd,
Ona e¥wening thaxe Wan & heavy Derrage aear St Quenkin,  Altogether
wa had ghoui 19 days in theee oilietn. Tasaday Marsp Stk was the day shen
w2 aet cun Lo ﬁarch +a3 aupe Baktn. ik waa a long & tiring march, & when K
arrived an The Datailg.camp,-um Trnped bive Hatds. wes iv the line. Ik g
ﬂagﬁr sg wee doined them at "Lisz" willage. I “wed khe Joo of mesting =
Plaznon & showing when to their 233Fet. The villagas nod rol sulTere1 mich
=pam ghell-Firve, btok had basn Diown ep by the sneny. for nany miles sjuare
<hey ned killad el fruit tl;c.cu Irom mers spite, Aboert P50 or 1,000 »im
from thim v-j.'.l.'l.a,.w Hers mir Sattie posifiona.  Tna wan corlblruounsly coder
abservaslon in tils avea, it we weTe practically wnmelebod cokll Ghe

offeazlre siamiad.

Those aTe briefly oy swacrickoes 0p t111 the Grest Ifensice on March 2lat

1916, <he aceount of the Battle I was in follows i1 Book 2.

-37-



Fook 2.

"Bribtig a brlet accoant of oy experlences 1n the 3 first daye of hatnls

of the great Serman Offensive”, S Barch 21 - 23; 1526,

"

¥lany G. Canc
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"etails of drye hettde. ™

March 21 — 2o, 1ag8

Mersh .30, ~ Om thia date, Haincumia_y, e were o billete in the old 'y_‘.'l.llags
cf Tieg, which bad besn btlown u.p & destroyoil, ﬁ_g.r lhe Germans in Sheir previcus
retiremert., Jinter being dver we gn up the road to the gantesn. et che
vopder kiEep in mind thet T &n oweitdng my experiences as a "eoupany Duvher',
ot this . pericd T wsz in bie Sargeant's hilled living with ihen & anocher
TUnner. ¥ WETE kot zons long 7 the canieen shen an coder wan issued o
the Brlgeis, tu *stand by" rosdy, forosn gttack, that ls the Gernan GPfenalve',
_WMoh wss exDevted to deks phece within 36 hours. Crders gere thes iseaed
10 the esrpantss 0 pack Dp & be mesiy b8 move =% oa ainute's ootier in
"Fiela wewvice Marchive Comder'.  Hemever that night ko Here a™”ouwsd o
aleal bt ot take our Boobs 0ZF, only owr duttess, & w4 hed to heve oo
racks By us. T4 dext novrirg 2led fareh we Wers awalened abkout [

oy a terdlfic bonbawdment by the enemy, & were conelods of jwavy eholls
Mrating oll sreund ot bAllets.  Very zeon 5l of pa wers gwale & 500 wWaa
A burdle & seir.  Ae we wadksd cut fo line um, to march to meel ithe foe,
the bimreling rbeLLs dewe o -'\Lr. wyre & mede weliing diffiemlt. Wz aarched
1o tha "kattle pesltianat In secticne & on our gy we had to pass near our

: o srtiilery which wes L:r::'l.:l_g.' fsavily shelled, Just s= one zection wea
peasing then & ehell drapped =lmé=t on top of them, & when we resched the
SEO0E LOEY Wetw Al Iwipg o Lo .g;:cl..l.zr_i Feoe dokreprs, & praotioally all

Tere déerd, fion copolession £oany ske wara not, eoor dled of wounds & sheoel.
It was abcan 5 mila fo oue posltlons & 11 coslly was s rensrkieble thlog

MoK w2 _,I;'UL_ bhrovgtn dhe letdie afeq. throvgh auch o Dedyy barrage withoud nore
zaguaillss.  Lel ne ssy bera for the reademT™s Incogmatior & help, tket this
erag bevors Lae offeosive wee thw quistest part oo the whols froet o the
Aritisn Tine. Thmre wWas hendly B shell-ksie to B EErE.I:‘l,_.& tHa yeneh nad
BYEL heeT plnugt_'ni:':g guite near_the 1ine. It Was generally 1':;'1;:'115?11: Ly u=

in the diserict tast Frita would ok stiompl an atbeck hers. However I
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anougnt oma Last rulbes siranga & it Wab very ugly te M, & that was kix
chseryalion ballogns Hore up everyiay thai weerx, pbout & dosen af thex.
wnsther of aot oo pecpls knew 1%, wob-the Oermans had Reased notb ooy
irocpe Tae hesvy axtiliery, & the positione we pondpied weke il
resiotered Ty hin, 40 oourse our avthardties too, had messed ﬁrti?lery,
it i% seesad as thouvpt thedr peaitions were sll knowo o the enemy,

e understond that ikey inkemded to kecp bp a 12 hours bonkardment,
& reelly it was little ol of I, .Hm#ing ot throush the berrage we arrivel
st Cey, Headors. & the platsons to thelc varlous poebs. Very socn. s ot -
Fot Lhrough 2 we hed braskfdst. Thesw posilblons ws wers la wers only
anti~tank trerches & caly- supsrlicls]l prodection, we had ae somecrete positlon:
Cx digeouts, 4L abioul T os.k. We Townd cogpections with Zreno-line pesitlonk
waye out, & they were surrounced by Frilx. Weli, things besads & iiitle
cuicker, the eneuy war Couoching his ediaci, & advancing. * In ow aves wa
¥ere holding our poeitionz, but oo dur loft the 3rd spopr wee Iglling bavk
ratber f2ai, whish of course imperillocd cur position, & cengercd uo almont
hulploez, & Frite war alue wlvansing an cur righs,

shout il .\, we boare sofe facinln-sun tulless go over our baecdo and:
cavse {bhe mzusl zdng! pingd ping!  We then keew Shet the snany wore difading
LBAr, L5 ¥verplne Lecane allve & on tae look-out., Very cougbhe ehoip were
gpotied =l sbout 300 rapds, & wers evidently adwsnoing it sea™ grouns.
They appeared vary unceriain as fo thelr position, & our ‘Babtn. soon stopped
sheiy cnvesyd march, A% -bis portocd tharc wam much =unning to do, & as I
went on & jowrney to Zatin, Yeadquertara, sows bolleis & shelle came very
medr wo.  Omo rubmer gos hlt 1o the ieg & that left ua with these. the
mext mewning st M oetolock, we bad Cowers Lo leave omr poeitionz & retirs
t_a e Bgroen line" hebine the ognzl. Clamocsbel cavslry ocowpied aur
poslilens & covered cur retircment, & L4 Mel? Lo oy let to accompory the
officar roune With thed. 5y bhs tire we got beck i was tiec Lor breakfast
g0 e mede zsne toa, & bad a little to est, Howsver after a Rittle whils
Wo comeenced to Dowe on a 11t¥le fevther, & on vhe line of march we hat our

tayaneta Cixed, a& we wers unpdere of the enemy’s puaitiens & did ot Foow
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whon we might be stiachod Ly purpricg, Ee Ver¥ epon arplved at a new
positian wasre wo had ho dig in. The same svonitg the Gernane made oo sttack,
bt weme popi; eed & oconpelled to return, A WE piond cn the orost o Lhe-
it we zaw wwe ehells suzsting owep them & cansing groal desfructicn in.c
vnEiT Tanks. In return voits shellsd witn hls “heavies” a weed Jusl Lehind
e, At the back of this wood sur "sooker wes stapihg, & 801 had &z ga
" thywugh bl wood g6 nignl & sse iF L could g=t the ‘o acde bea.  We
managad o g=b zowz, & sob it beolt £0 the oomaany hazdguavters & to the
boys. T was Desllop gucor, eshauated & Bived cut.

AL G40 am, we roceived vrders Lo gend I platoons “aver the top" ta
Bzt =2 & atroog petrel for [ighiing, on the lett of several iTenrch Eivislcns
.wh-: Wors sulng over to sthach #lth the cblmel of faking a village. CuTe
& tiw French srkillesyren put ur 8 Eeavy heresge & likewisc Iitz, =a It!-.a.-},
We wexe sown cedght in iF, Thers was & hesvy & thick fog il the tlse,
of which Zhc oneny tock sdvactage. Suddenly We camghi sight of the Serwzns
edvancing at gbowt 100 yds dlstenca. Uur Celonsl who WaS leadingr guye
cedars for us to fire, welch We 334, Atter = kot Tupilad we lass alsht
of theo eewiy in ihe spvolvning wist & fog.  Uhls made olr peadtion danmoesors
& @m0 e hef 1o Pight our way back 14 & wood.  Hewewer we Tized so el Bhat
air plfles wers too kot o balid slmoet. Oor ammanltion was alt zome &

5o we hof. tn retlrs io the Wood & get fresh supplies & take wp aew paaitions.
Yz gut doswn oeblnd anything that offered & zast to fiTe ayar,

T was lyiag gewn nehind a moaund, #pon cudfsniy a heavy shall tell &
exploded just Lh Fromi of 2a. Tao were made shell-shsok & I reccived a
wound in the shouller. rhe anwernel tore thrasgh oF gas hﬁuﬁ'*z DaESE
apmage my boeast fearing ihzough my right bremss paoket & seoditg my
wasist & Toumtain cen 0 thweerde, & then glanced off & throngh my shealdsr.
Ter 8 momeTs 1 owee zlrest oiunmed bobt gosn goi up & wR3 on mp We¥ ke the
dpessingesasicn, skemning ouf of o ocar T ool ile heel of 2y right hoot

wegdent & BopAe Legpy whee: b had tha noel of ny boat torn adey, bub oy Foo
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#zm puils 2irighi, wlikough ihe hesl scked Tov 2 whila. e very aam ab . [=ic!
tha C,3,5, ab "Joysa". Bere D =layed One nié]nt & heard enemy plaisz owel-
haat. Soor after bresklanh the next woratng, Smdey, Xarch 4%, wa ar;zr&.
oo bhe dpals for Aeucn. * say in the Austeslian.-Senaral Hospitel Fo L Ioe
4 week, Ca a8 Tuesday, arch 25th T had an Wai:atiﬁﬂ % had the shouldsr
ausely {the Deitoid] -asen owh — or at lcast J parts of it, Tor a farteleht
I oouid oot mowee by 22
al'ter a week a5 fousn I had a wesx 2t Trouridls. ODn Saburday april 6th
we 1sF% she latior wian: L took anbualeacs tealn to Havro via Rouan, whano we

arrived &3 1 &o.r, alumselld ship oo Sundsy Agreil YHh, By oaon We were

aboexd the "Oardshrot: Cughla® & left Havre sbout 8 pm, arriving al Bmrbhe
samion saely so Monday aorolag the 2th, Bntwm;n £ oam & 9 am wasa.ileﬂ oy
inte dock & werae unlogusd, & fartunatsly Sur az I Wae set fo Fetly V.
Foapitai,
ter thet you lknow TI].;G‘E. of @y movemsnts, ao now I
conelude thone faw brief noias, hopdng that ron will
e gob oo iibklie ides of how I Sdwed Ja Ieance &

Azaletum, & what sort of $Ame the boyn hve, e-——-- .
{masmiaE

ele 1)
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