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Western Front Association Chesterfield Branch – Meetings 2024 

Meetings start at 7.30pm and take place at the Labour Club, Unity House, Saltergate, Chesterfield S40 1NF 

January 9th . AGM + `Finding My Roots` Jon-Paul Harding. ..tracing his Great 

Grandfathers in The Great War     
    

February 6th Nobody Of Any Importance: A Foot Soldier's Memoir Of World War 1 by 
Phil Sutcliffe -“How his dad, Sam Sutcliffe, survived his frontline WW1 
– in his own Memoir’s words”.   

    

    

March 
 
 

5th Murphy's Law on the Somme by Andy Rawson. The talk covers the 
details of the learning process during the campaign and how what could go 
wrong, did go wrong. We look at the problems encountered and the 
solutions which were used to try and solve them. 

April 2nd 
'From Gaza to Jerusalem: the southern Palestine campaigns of 
1917" by Stuart Haddaway 

    

    

May 
 

7th 
  "Audregnies Flank Guard Action 1914 " by Phil Watson  

    

June 4th 1st Battalion the Wiltshire Regiment in WW1 by Edwin Astill 

    

July 
  

2nd 
  

Legend of the Pilgrimages – Wilfred Pointon, Sherwood Foresters 
By Bill Bryan 

    

August 6th Roy Larkin - The Invisible Corps takes a brief look at the Army Service 

Corps during WW1 through the use of mechanical transport. A story of 
growth, evolution, inter-service rivalry and meddling civilians.     

September 
 3rd 

Kevin Jepson 'Project Fast Dog' - from Mark IV to Whippet'  
  

    

October 
 1st Paul Burkitt – Barlborough and Clowne – Villages at War 
    

November 5th Peter Hart  topic to be advised 
     

    

December 
 3rd 

Hedley Malloch  Left Behind – the fate of British soldiers trapped behind 
German lines in Belgium and France after the Retreat of 1914 
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UPCOMING WEBINARSAs we bid farewell to January, we can look forward to 

February and early March with three interesting webinars in the pipeline. All these 

commence at 8pm (UK time) First of all on Monday 5 February we have a brand 

new speaker looking at a very particular logistical aspect. Bradley Shoebottom will 

give a presentation entitled 'A Self-Contained Military Force: The Story of the 

Canadian Corps Tramway Companies on the Western Front.' After starting 

tramways as local initiatives by British divisions in 1915, the Canadian Corps realised 

their utility and sought a permanent organisational solution with their own self-

contained 1st and 2nd Canadian Tramway Companies in November 1917. This 

presentation explores the events leading up to their creation, where they operated 

on the Western Front, and how they significantly improved the movement of 

supplies. To register for this webinar, click here: Canadian Corps Tramway 

Companies Also, later in the month, on Monday 19 February we welcome the 

return of the ever popular Prof Mark Connelly. Mark will talk about the imprint the 

war left on the lives of ex-servicemen and home front civilians through the lens of 

Noël Coward. Entitled 'I think I was better off in the trenches', Mark will explain 

how Coward grasped that ex-servicemen had a highly complex understanding of the 

conflict, the value of camaraderie and how the war should be remembered.   

To register for this webinar, click here: I think I was better off in the trenches  

Finally, in early March we will have Dr Spencer Jones back, this will be on Monday 4 
March. Spencer will give us a presentation entitled 'Turning Points'. Memory of the 
First World War is often defined by trench deadlock and an impression of perpetual 
stalemate. But this obscures the fact that there were several key turning points in 
the conflict which, had things gone differently, could have produced a very 
different war. This talk explores several of these pivotal moments and speculates on 
what might have been.  To register for this webinar, click here: Turning Points  

Please do join us for these three webinars which we are sure will be interesting and 
entertaining.  
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Q0FOmL3sQtWOrHauYFShNw#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Q0FOmL3sQtWOrHauYFShNw#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_AcY6cqSLQpyCu2uzVojEVA#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN__d25qWMyQL-TrlDzfjOFtA#/registration


 

Secretary`s Scribbles  

Dear Members and Friends, 

Welcome to the issue 96 of our Branch Newsletter. It seems 
ages since we have had a meeting…January is such a long, 
dreary month  
The February meeting feature a first time visitor to the 

Branch, Phil Sutcliffe, whose talk will be on  “Foot Soldier 

Sam’s WW1 Memoir: enlisting at 16 to demob at 20 (via 

Gallipoli, Somme, Spring Offensive & his POW time)” or more 

personally, How his dad, Sam Sutcliffe, survived his frontline 

WW1 – in his own Memoir’s words. 

In the last newsletter I said I had one slot still to fill – well we now have  a complete 

programme – and the speaker for July is a well known face at Branch meetings – Bill 

Bryan – you`ll always find him sitting at the front with Phil Goodall and Roger Avill. 

 As most of you know I`m secretary of Worksop Royal British Legion Branch and Bill 

came along to our January meeting to give a short talk about his grandfather in 

WW1. Such was the detail, content and interest in what Bill had to say, I 

immediately thought his presentation would be ideal for our members here in 

Chesterfield. Bill will also be bringing along some books, maps and other artifacts to 

bolster his talk…one which gave Phil Goodall (who accompanied Bill) a `jaggy` 

experience.. I`ll say no more. 

Hopefully next month we will have more details about the Branch Outing to Cannock 

in April.. watch this space. 

In March we have another `regular` coming to give a talk, Andy Rawson. Murphy's 

Law on the Somme  The talk covers the details of the learning process during the 

campaign and how what could go wrong, did go wrong. Andy will look at the 

problems encountered and the solutions which were used to try and solve them.  

Sadly I have to report some disappointment. At the beginning of the year I mailed all 

secondary schools in the Chesterfield area inviting them to come to our meetings – 

students, staff, parents…indeed anyone who could benefit educationally from our 

presentations. I did not get a single reply…not even an acknowledgement of my 

mail! 

Best wishes to you all, 

Grant  

Grant Cullen 

Branch Secretary Chesterfield Branch – Western Front Association 07824628638 

 



 

February Meeting – Tuesday 6th 

 

Phil Sutcliffe –  Foot Soldier Sam’s war: Gallipoli, the 
Somme, the Spring Offensive, the POW months and 
beyond 
 
"Phil is a Londoner, born north, lives south. The span of 
years from his father Sam’s birth in 1898 to Phil’s 
reading tonight, aged 76, is… quite a while! Phil is a 
retired freelance journalist who spent most of 40-odd 
years interviewing and writing about rock and pop stars - 
Bruce Springsteen, Paul McCartney, Joni Mitchell, Kate 
Bush, the lamented Sinead and Shane etc.  

Editing and self-publishing Sam’s WW1 Memoir for the 
centenary became his retirement project – all proceeds 
to the British Red Cross, more than £10,000 raised so 
far, see www.footsoldiersam.co.uk.  

Other ongoing labour of love a digressive history of 
Bruce Springsteen’s music…"  

 

 

In this picture we see Phil giving a talk to a group of Chelsea Pensioners at The Royal 
Hospital in London 

 

 

http://www.footsoldiersam.co.uk/


 

 

January 2024 Meeting 

Branch Chair Tony Bolton opened the first part of the meeting with the AGM. Due to 

a technical hitch the Branch Accounts could not be shown on screen (subsequently 

circulated by e mail and included with this Newsletter). Treasurer Jane Lovatt 

reported another successful year with the Branch retained funds increasing. She 

thanked Chesterfield Labour Club for their support – drawing comparisons with 

another Branch in respect of cost to hire their meeting venue. The Club had also not 

charge branch / members for Club membership, required for bar access. Jane 

reminded members that the Branch was planning on running a free trip for regular 

attendees to Cannock in April. She also asked for suggestions for other outings and 

activities for members. No questions were raised and members passed the accounts, 

thanking Jane for her efforts. 

Then came election / re-election of Branch Office bearers. Tony Bolton had given 

notice that he wished to stand down as Branch Chair after nearly ten years in office. 

Members warmly thanked Tony for his sterling work on the Branch`s behalf. Tony 

then proposed – seconded Grant Cullen that Jon-Paul Harding be elected as Branch 

Chair. There being no other nominations, Jon Paul was duly elected. Jon Paul then 

made a presentation to Tony Bolton in recognition of his service. 

The other Branch Office Bearers were elected / re-elected as follows 

Branch Secretary – Grant Cullen 

Branch Treasurer – Jane Lovatt 

Committee – Tony Bolton 

Committee – Peter Harris 

Mark Macartney, whilst no longer able to attend Branch meetings had indicated that 

he would continue as Publicity Administrator. Mark posts Branch activities, meetings, 

newsletters etc on the main WFA website and is Administrator for the Branch`s 

Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/groups/157662657604082  

There being no further AGM business, the AGM part of the meeting was closed. 

The presentation for the evening was by our newly elected Branch Chair, Jon Paul 

Harding who would give his talk entitled `Finding My Roots`  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/157662657604082


 

Jon-Paul pictured here in his role with the CWGC `Eyes 

on Hands on` project 

Jon-Paul began by telling how what started out as a 

hobby became a passion. He was an 11-year-old boy 

when his grandma gave me a set of medals and a `big 

coin` with lots of postcards, but at a young age I didn’t 

really know what they were, so for many years they sat 

in a drawer. He had always had an interest in history, 

especially WW1 and WW2 and anything militaria. It 

wasn’t until he matured in years that he began to 

understand what the significance was, it was his great grandfather’s 1st world war 

medals and his death penny which was given to the families of loved ones for paying 

the ultimate sacrifice for their country, this sparked an interest to investigate the 

medals and family history. 

 

 



 

 

 

  He knew his mum had been adopted so there were two very interesting sides of 

history he wanted to discover. The medals belonged to his great grandfather on the 

adopted side of the family which were important to him. So, he set about on a road 

of discovery, all he had was a name, George John Ransom, who was born in 

Camberwell London and at some point, moved to Sheffield to work in his uncle’s 

firm which was the East London Rubber company on Furnival Street. He lodged in a 

house where he met his future wife Ida May, they married and had my Grandma 

Doris. 

 

 



 

Then War broke out and George wanted to join up, but he was in his 30’s and had a 

family so at that time was considered too old to join up. 

During Jon Paul`s research he found out that he had joined, as a story my grandma 

told me that he came home one day and told Ida May that he had joined up and she 

asked why and he said in later years I don’t want our Doris when people ask her 

 “What did your daddy do in the great war”, and she had to say…he stayed at home. 

 During his research Jon Paul discovered that he was in the Leinster Regiment which 

was an Irish regiment and looking closer at the medals around the edges its 

engraved with his name rank and number and regiment, which was Private G J 

Rawsom (which was his wrong name, and this was confirmed on the medal index 

card )15280 Leinster Regiment and so his research began.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

Off to the library Jon Paul went searching on Ancestry Commonwealth War Graves 

Commission and any other sites that could tell him me about his time in the war and 

the Leinster Regiment. 

Jon Paul was disappointed not to find any information because of the miss spelling 

of the name , but after many hours and lots of cups of coffee, he eventually came 

across a small piece of information that he had enlisted in Pontefract where he had 

joined a reserve Battalion and given number 58044 so Ih researched this number but 

could not find any information from this number even which reserve battalion it was 

. 

 After more and more searching and not really getting anywhere Jon Paul searched 

various associations where he could ask for advice on what could have happened to 

George John. 

 He contacted the Leinster Regiment Association, and their kind historian helped him 

find some information about what could have happened to his great grandfather and 

how he went from the reserve battalion to the Leinster regiment. 

Unfortunately Jon Paul unable to find his enlistment date as all his service records 

were destroyed in WW2 as so many where. Apparently he went off to do his basic 

training and he went overseas in 1917, and as far as Jon Paul can tell he was in 

France at Etaple, finding this out from one of the post cards which has a number 

IBD35(infantry base depot) and the historian from the Leinster regiment association 

also confirmed. 



 

 

 

So, we can conclude that he spent some time training at Etaple and that’s how he 

ended up transferring to an Irish regiment. At some point a list must gone up where 

reinforcements were needed after a battalion had suffered many casualties, as one 

of the postcards I have confirmed this by having his reserve number crossed out and 

his new number and the Leister regiment on saying transferred it also had a post 

office number APO S17 and this stands for Army post office and S17 is the office 

serving IBD 35. 



 

 

George john spent only a few months in the Leinster regiment as he sadly lost his 

life on the 10th of August 1917. As a family story goes he volunteered to go on a 

reconnaissance mission or trench raid and he was unfortunately shot while returning 

but was not found until the next day and recovered and ended up going through the 

casualty clearing process and ended up in St Omer in a hospital, where he was 

admitted on7th of August and listed as seriously ill also was listed was the nature of 

his wounds which was gunshot wound to the buttocks. Which we can only conclude 

he died of Sepsis or gangrene as antibiotics were not available. 

Jon Paul tried to visit his grave in St Omer and luckily enough found a battlefield 

tour which went to the area, so he booked and went to the Longuenesse Souvenir 

Cemetery in St Omer where he is buried which he found out had many hospitals and 

was where the main headquarters was based at times during WW1. 

It was an emotional visit as it had taken a long time to discover, but Jon Paul had  a 

great sense of pride at what he had achieved, his medals and death penny and all 

the post cards which grandma nan left him are cherished. 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

While down the rabbit hole of family history he discovered 2 more relatives that 

fought in the Great War. 



 

 His great grandfather Gervase Litton who was is on his mum’s side and his brother 

Wilfrid Litton. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

All Jon Paul  had were the names as the family had no other information as he said 

at the start his mum was adopted. He had started with his great grandfather and 

found he was born and lived in Manchester and at the outbreak of war he was a 

postman around Heaton Park, was married to Cecilia with whom they had three 

children. Back off Jon Paul  went again to do many hours of searching and found out 

he joined the 6th battalion Manchester Regiment and later he transferred to the 11th 

battalion and again all his service records were destroyed in the bombing in WW2 

like so many of them were. 

 

He was declared one of the missing and is remembered on the Thiepval memorial to 

the missing on the Somme.  

 

Jon Paul visited the Manchester regiment museum in Ashford Under Lynne, but 

unfortunately, they could not elaborate on his time with the regiment or how long 

he fought but he kept looking and he eventually found out where and when he had 

been killed, he had been killed on the 11th of January 1917 with 8 other men by 

heavy shelling, 

Lance Corporal E Brookes 

Private W Carter 

Private W Chappels 

Private F Cook  

Private C King 

Private D logan 



 

Private C Minnis 

Private John Scholes  

All of  them 11th Battalion the Manchester Regiment they were all in reserve 

covering an attack by the 5th Dorset’s (Read what happened from other papers) 

Jon-Paul said he  would like to pay his respects to these men as well who sacrificed 

their life for their country, and he has visited these men who fell with his great 

grandfather. 

Jon Paul was lucky enough to obtain a picture of him from a kind relative in 

Australia which was absolutely amazing to finally see his face ,once again  wanted 

to visit the place he fought and died but wasn’t 100% sure as he thought he died 

near Forceville ,but having a good friend called Ian Mason who is a battlefield guide 

had the challenge to find out and also take me over to where he fought and died. He 

investigated and found what was needed so in May of last year Jon-Paul donned his 

walking boots and went over to the battlefields to visit the small village of 

Beaucourt Sur Ancre, which is on the Somme. Ian took him to the exact place where 

the trenches would have been, which is just outside the village. 

 

 



 

 

Again, lots of pride and very emotional just thinking what these men went through.  

 



 

 

To finish Jon Paul`s great uncle serjeant Wilfrid Litton 20th battalion Lancashire 

fusiliers once again he called upon his good friend Ian Mason not having had any luck 

finding any information on his great uncle apart from little bits like medal index 

card and a few other bits from the CWGC that he was also missing as he is 

remembered on the wall at Tyne Cot. Jon Paul also found out a few little pieces of 

information on him from when he added his great grandfather to the Thiepval 

memorial database. This was a picture of him but only a grainy newspaper picture 

and a few newspaper clippings.  

Ian once again found where the 20th battalion Lancashire fusiliers were, they were in 

a place called Houthulst Forest at the time of his death, so once again Jon Paul I 

donned the walking boots and Ian took him to the place where Wilfrid fought and 

died  ( read from the papers )  once again pride and emotions took the better of him 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

And one other relative that came to light is another great uncle Herbert Litton who 

joined the Lancashire fusiliers was wounded went back but got transferred to the 

Notts and Derby regiment and was wounded again but he survived the war and Jon 

Paul said he was luckily enough to be able to find some of his service records and 

pension records. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

To end the evening, Jon Paul thanked everyone for listening to what has been a long 

journey for him with  ups and downs on the way but what a journey of discovery 

great trips emotional at times but as he have said a whole lot of pride for his 

relatives in what they did and for paying that ultimate sacrifice. 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Ghost Soldiers at The Menin Gate 


