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Patron 
Professor Sir Hew Strachan FRSE FRHistS 
 

Honorary President 
Professor Peter Simkins MBE FRHistS 
 

Honorary Vice-Presidents 
André Coilliot 
ProfessorJohn Bourne BA PhD FRHistS 
Professor Gary Sheffield BA MA PhD FRHistS FRSA 
The Burgomaster of Ypres 
The Mayor of Albert 
General The Lord Dannatt GCB CBE MC DL  
Lt.Col.(Rtd) Graham W Parker OBE 
Lt Col (Rtd) Christopher Pugsley ONZM DPhil FRHistS  
Dr Roger V Lee PhD jssc 
Maj Gen (Rtd) Mungo Melvin CB OBE MA 
Dr Jack Sheldon 
 

Chairman 
Colin Wagstaff BA MA 

Contacts 
Should you require any information relating to branch 
matters and activities, then please contact one of the 
committee members listed below: 
 

Barbara Taylor: Tel. 01276 32097 
or email sandhurst37@tiscali.co.uk 
 

Don Farr: Tel. 01189 794518 
or email don.farr@ntlworld.com 
 

Mike Lawson: Tel. 01692 535184 
or email lawsonm100@aol.com 
 

Nigel Parker: Tel. 01235 768648 
or email leginrekrap@hotmail.com 
 

Liz Tait: Tel. 0118 9662885 
or email liztait@virginmedia.com 
 

Niall Ferguson: Tel. 01276 506299 
or email niall.ferguson@ntlworld.com 
 

Brian Sowerby:  Tel. 
email  
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Founded by John Giles. Inaugurated 11th November 1980  
Registered Charity No 298365  

Grave of  Sgt H Reeve in Regina Trench 
Cemetery 

He was a cousin of our Branch Chairman 
See page 9 
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William Jonas wearing 
 Leyton Orient strip 

The image of William Jonas on Seahouses 
beach with visitors and, top right, soldier 

silhouettes being drawn in the sand. 

Image from a drone,  

courtesy of Gary Redfern 
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Sapper Filewood is standing in the back row 
of the photograph, second on the right and 

hat-less.   
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Lt.-Col. Freeman RAMC 

Great War Centenary Remembrance 

Forbury Gardens, Reading  

Chris Nash 

The Forbury Gardens Memorial 
covered in Poppy tributes on 11th 

November 2018 
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From the Chairman 



 

8 
Next Prev Last Page  

Contents 

 

In the years 

leading up to the 

Great War, it was the home of Major Mercer-

Nairne, Lord Charles George Francis, 

son of 

Lord Charles Mercer-Nairne is com-

memorated in the chapel of Bowood 

House, with a replica wooden cross in 

the style of many Great War grave me-

morials that were subsequently re-

placed by the well-known War 

Graves headstone.  A number of 

the original wooden crosses were 

returned to this country and are of-

ten found displayed in local churches. 

 

A High-ranking Casualty of 1914 

Chris Nash 

The original grave marker  for Mercer-Nairne  
in Belgium (see endnote ) 

 

The replica grave marker in the chapel at 
Bowood House 

The plaque in the chapel at Bowood House 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aide-de-camp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aide-de-camp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commander-in-Chief_of_the_Forces
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commander-in-Chief_of_the_Forces
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commander-in-Chief_of_the_Forces
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Captain_(British_Army_and_Royal_Marines)
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King George V's visit to France and Bel-
gium, 30th November to 10th December 
1918. The King and the Duke of York 
paying homage at the temporary grave 
of the King's one-time equerry Major 
Lord Charles Mercer-Nairne who died 
in Ypres in October 1914. 

 

Endnote: The photograph of the original grave 
marker was probably taken by Ivan Bawtree, who 
had worked for Kodak before the war and who in 
1915 joined the Red Cross and, as part of the newly 
formed Graves Registration Unit, went to the Ypres 
Sector of the Western Front to photograph war 
graves in situ to send to their relatives .  His story 
and many of his photographs have recently been 
published as Photographing the Fallen: A War 
Graves Photographer on the Western Front 
1915-1919 By Jeremy Gordon-Smith. (Editor) 

The Didcot War Memorial Project 

Malcolm Peel 

Grave of George Gordon Lord 
MM  in The Huts Cemetery, 

Dickebush 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Jacob_Astor,_1st_Baron_Astor_of_Hever
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Jacob_Astor,_1st_Baron_Astor_of_Hever
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Waldorf_Astor,_1st_Viscount_Astor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Waldorf_Astor,_1st_Viscount_Astor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irene_Astor,_Baroness_Astor_of_Hever
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Field_marshal_(United_Kingdom)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Douglas_Haig,_1st_Earl_Haig
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Douglas_Haig,_1st_Earl_Haig
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Marlow Rowing Club  

Memorial Project 

Marie Lou Stephenson 

H.J.Boyton 

Lt. H.J.Boyton 
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They Died to Hold the Falzarego Pass 

Dr. George Bailey OBE  

The Heldenfriedhof Waldfriedhof Cimitero  

The bronze shields record a group of graves  

An Appeal for Copy 
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Troops of the 12th (Eastern) Division 
following their capture of Moislains 

on 4-5th September 1918 

http://www.westernfrontassociation.com/thames-valley
http://www.westernfrontassociation.com/thames-valley
http://www.westernfrontassociation.com/thames-valley
http://www.westernfrontassociation.com/thames-valley
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Alice Liddell photographed in the 1870s 

.  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military_history
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military_history
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/King%27s_College_London
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Douglas_Haig,_1st_Earl_Haig

