
 

The Spire 

Sentinel 

           

 

The Newsletter & Magazine 

of The Chesterfield 

Branch of The Western 

Front Association 

 

 

 

 

ISSUE 117 – November 2025   

Our aims are 'Remembrance and Sharing the History of the 

Great War'.  
 



 

 

Western Front Association Chesterfield Branch – Meetings 2025 

Meetings start at 7.30pm and take place at the Labour Club, Unity House, Saltergate, Chesterfield S40 1NF 

January 7th . AGM + `Quintinshill 22nd May 1915 – Britain`s Worst Railway 

Disaster`  Grant Cullen. Meeting Cancelled     
    

February 4th 
AGM + Villages at War – Clowne and Barlborough in World War 1 
by Paul Burkitt.   

    

    

March 
 
 

4th Andrea Heatherington - "Scamps in Khaki" – criminal deserters' 
Deserters sometimes turned to crime to 

support themselves whilst on the run.  

April  Grant Cullen  Britain`s Worst Railway Disaster – Quintinshill – 22nd 
May 1915    1st  

May 
 

6th 
 “Combat motivation and morale in British Empire armies in the 
two world wars' "  by Prof. Gary Sheffield 

    

June 3rd 'The Forgotten Blitz and the Defeat of the Zeppelins'. 
by Ian Castle 

    

July 
  

1st 
  

Jutland – Clash of Titans  by Scott Lindgren 

    

August 5th Roy Larkin – Follow a Supply Column and others through mobilisation and 
the total chaos of the opening weeks of the Great War 

    

September 
 2nd 

K'Motorcycle Despatch Riders In 1914'  by Nick Shelley.Nick 
describes the motorcyclists' contribution to the 1914 campaign, 
using their own words and their own previously unpublished 
photographs.         

October 
 7th 

Peter Hart  I'm Out! Escape from German POW Camps, 
1914-1918     

November 4th After Kut – What ?.  Tony Bolton 
     

    

December 
 2nd 

An Historians Wrongful Assumption ? - a short look at Sniping and 
how it developed in World War One. By Morris Charlton 

    
 

 



 

Issue 117 list of contents 
 

2   Branch Meetings Calendar 2025 
3   Contents – issue 116 + Chairman`s Notes 
4   Secretary Scribbles 
5 October Meeting 
6 – 8 2026 WFA Calendars 
9 Bernard Law Montogomery 
10 – 23 Commonwealth War Graves Commission 
24 Programme of Talks 2026 
 

Chairman`s Notes….Branch chair Jon-Paul Harding 
 
May I start by saying I hope everyone is well and in good 

health.  It was another great talk by Peter Hart in October 

on POW escapes in WW1, it was very entertaining and an 

interesting subject, always great to hear about different 

aspects of WW1. Tony Bolton will be giving us a talk on the 

4th of November which I am sure will be very interesting.  I 

attended the Chairs conference in Leeds which was thought 

provoking and a privilege to attend and find out more 

about what’s happening in The Western Front Association. 

It will be a very busy Remembrance weekend for many of 

us; I will be laying a wreath on behalf of our branch in Chesterfield on Sunday 9th 

and then traveling to London on Tuesday the 11th of November to do the same. If 

anyone is traveling down to attend the parade let me know so we can meet up on 

King Charles Street. Rob Nash is parade Marshal again and I am sure he will do a 

fantastic job. 

The Branch committee is contemplating putting on a buffet at the December 

meeting so could we have a rough idea of who will be attending so we know how 

many to cater for. Also, we have had an idea for a branch trip for next year and we 

will let you know about this in due course for any interested parties. 

I look forward to seeing you on Tuesday 4th of November  

Jon-Paul Harding, Branch Chair 

November Meeting Speaker – Tony Bolton 

Tony needs no introduction – past Branch Chair and currently National Chair 

of the WFA. The title of Tony`s talk is “After Kut – What?. The Fall of Kut 

sent reverberations through the military and political establishment….Tony 

will guide us through the machinations. A talk not to be missed by an expert 

in his field of interest. 



 

Secretary`s Scribbles 

Dear Members and Friends, 

Welcome to the November 2025 

edition of our Branch Newsletter. I 

started typing this at 03.15am on 

Thursday morning….one eye on the 

keyboard – one eye on the window 

watching for an ambulance coming. 5 

hours ago my wife`s left hip (replacement) joint popped out 

leaving her in agony – she had to wait a further 4 hours before 

help came.  She`s now in Doncaster hospital getting excellent 

care. At this moment in time I`ll probably miss Tuesday`s 

meeting particularly if she gets home before then. As you will see 

much of this issue is dedicated to the Commonwealth War Graves 

Commission – more particularly as our Branch Chair, Jon-Paul 

Harding is a volunteer with the “Eyes On – Hands On Group which 

does so much to monitor the condition of all the war graves, 

particularly in those out of the way places, small churchyards and 

such like. 

On Tuesday we have our former Branch Chair – and current WFA 

National Chair, Tony Bolton making a welcome return to the 

Speakers` podium with a talk based on his speciality area of WW1 

conflict…the Middle East with his presentation…”After 

Kut…What?” 

Our December meeting sees a first time visitor, Morris Charlton 

coming to give us his talk… An Historians Wrongful Assumption? 

- A short look at Sniping and how it developed in World War One. 

We also plan to have a free drink / buffet for all attendees – our 

way of saying “Thank You” to attendees for your support 

throughout the year. To help Jon-Paul and Jane plan for this can 

you let them know if you will be attending and partaking of the 

buffet.  

As always happy to accept articles / correspondence for inclusion 

in this Newsletter / Magazine. Grant Cullen …Branch Secretary…. 

grantcullen@hotmail.com  ……07824628638 

mailto:grantcullen@hotmail.com


 

October Meeting – a couple of pictures of Peter Hart in full flow….. 

 

 

 

 



 

WFA Calendars 2026  

The Western Front Association Calendar for 2026 will soon be available – 28 pages of 

photographs and calendar pages. Our branch will be having a supply…when they 

become available…..remember if you the buy through the Branch, the Branch gets 

50% of the Branch selling price of £10, they will later also be available to purchase 

on line shortly. Available at November meeting 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

On 13th October 1914, a young captain in the British Expeditionary Force in northern 
France was shot in the right lung by a German sniper. He played dead, hoping that 
he would not remain a target. 
One of his men tried to rescue him but was shot and collapsed lifeless on the 
captain. The sniper carried on firing. The captain was hit in the knee, but the 
soldier's body took the rest of the bullets. Both were presumed dead by their 
comrades and were left where they were until night time, when it was safer to 
recover them.  
The stretchers bearers found the captain still clinging to life but doctors at the 
British advanced dressing station held out no hope for him and ordered a grave to be 
dug. Miraculously the captain held on and, after a year in hospital back in Blighty, 
was able to return to Army duties. 
 
In World War II his defiant determination inspired the many thousands of troops he 
led as Field Marshal of the Army. His name was Bernard Law Montgomery - 'Monty.' 
Always remembered. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

Western Front Association Chesterfield Branch – Meetings 2026 

Meetings start at 7.30pm and take place at the Labour Club, Unity House, Saltergate, Chesterfield S40 1NF 

January 6th . AGM + Tim Lynch – “Huns on the Run” Tim explores the often overlooked 

experiences of German POWs held in Britain during and immediately after 

the First World War  
 

    

    

February 3rd 

Ross Beadle – Sarajevo 1914     

    

March 
 
 

3rd Andy Rawson – Malta…Nurse of the Mediterranean 

April 7th 

Mick Byrne – Shot at Dawn       

May 
 

5th 
Christina Holstein - Verdun 

    

June 2nd Scott Lindgren TBA 

    

July 
  

7th 
  

John Wilson The action at Sheikh Sa'id November 1914, The 
opposed landing that nobody has ever heard about!  

    

August 4th Ian Castle – Gotha Raids 

    

September 
 1st 

Roy Larkin  - tba 

    

October 
 6th Peter Hart  - tba 
    

November 3rd John Horner  ‘In the care of St Dunstans : Private Richard Horners 
story’      

    

December 
 1st 

Neil Taylor….”Winston`s Little Army…Aspects of the Royal Naval 
Division” 

    
 

 


