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The front cover photograph of Connaught Cemetery, seen from near the Ulster Tower,
was taken by the editor during the Thames Valley Branch 2023 Branch Tour
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From the Chairman

| feel that we have had a ‘mixed’ year. It started
badly with the not unexpected death of Brian
Sowerby, who was a valued and popular member
of the branch. Brian had very successfully taken
over the running of our branch tours and it was a
sad day when both Covid and his health issues
deprived us of him.

Sadly, Phil Mills, another very long-standing
member of the branch has died in the last few
weeks. His obituary is elsewhere in this edition of
The Poppy.

Again, we have had some interesting and diverse
subjects for our meetings. | have just completed
booking our speakers for 2025, where again, | hope
that there will be something to interest everyone.
We have mostly first timers, but have a few
returnees, such as our regular slot with Professor
Gary Sheffield; our own branch member and
President of the WFA.

Disappointingly, for reasons beyond our control, the
proposed branch battlefield tour had to be
cancelled. We are determined that next year the tour will go ahead and
| know that Andy Mullen is determined to make this a success.

Brian’s widow, Yvette, has very kindly made available some of his very
extensive library to us; some 1500 volumes is her estimate! lan Fenne
suspected, quite rightly, that there would be much more of interest
beyond the ‘usual suspects’ that the majority of us already have. He
had a lot of French language books, that have been very welcome to
some.

| am hopeful that we can have another successful year with something
to interest most of you.

Philip Mills 1965 - 2024

It is with much sadness that | have to
report the death of Phil Mills in July. Phil
was a very long-standing member of both
the association and Thames Valley Branch
in particular.

He was introduced to the WFA, by his work
colleague and friend, Alan Colley. Alan has
been a member himself since the early
80s. Phil attended Surrey Branch with him
and regularly visited the Western Front,
along with Alan’s father. They always
attended the 1 July ceremony at the
Lochnagar Crater and were based at a
cottage owned by the late Andre Coilliot.
Phil will be remembered by many of the
longer standing members in the wider
WFA through his many activities and he is
also known to have attended many of the
much missed and lamented Abergavenny

Phil at the final night dinner of the 2005 Branch Seminars, often acting as the semi-official
Battlefield Tour

photographer.

On a branch level, up until 2014 (his last) Phil was always on our
battlefield tours, always in action with his camera and always up for a
beer (or two) in the evening.

Sadly, his health began to fail and it even became difficult for him to
attend branch meetings. The last official WFA event he was able to
attend was Armistice Day, 2022.

Phil’s circumstances compelled him to have to part with many of his
treasured possessions. His Great War books were gifted to the branch
some while ago and we were able to use the proceeds of these to assist
branch funds, for which we were grateful. As you see, Phil was
shockingly young to have died.

Barbara Taylor

\‘ Barbara Taylor
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THE KELOWNA CROSS

How a Memorial to the 12th (Eastern) Division
Dead of the Somme found its way to British
Columbia

Courtesy of the late Martin Middlebrook

(Martin sent this some time ago, but his recent demise
makes it appropriate for this edition)

One of our Martin’s daughters lived in Canada - in Calgary, Alberta, just east
of the Rocky Mountains. For their third visit to her family, in May of 2007, he
and his wife decided not to fly direct to Calgary as before but to Vancouver
and then to drive right across the Rockies, through the Province of British
Columbia, to Calgary. It was a good trip. What follows is in Martin's own
words, but edited to allow for the time interval since he wrote it in 2007

Most of British Columbia is mountain and forest but half way across the
Province is the Okanagan Valley - a fruit growing and lake-land holiday area.
We broke our journey and spent two nights at a Bed-and-Breakfast place at
Kelowna, the main town of the valley. This gave us a full day for sightseeing.

Kelowna has a cultural area. After studying a plan, Mary and | split up, she to
go to the Art Museum, me to the Okanagan Military Museum - a modest
establishment but with a warm welcome. Officially it was closed that day but
a friendly young man, Keith Boehmer - one of the Curators - allowed me in
when | explained that | had travelled several thousand miles.

| received a most interesting surprise. Standing in the Reception Area was an
imposing wooden cross - brown, mellowed oak, more than eight feet high -
with painted inscriptions showing that it was a memorial to the men of the
12th (Eastern) Division who had died on the Somme in 1916. | naturally
asked how a memorial to an exclusively United Kingdom division came to be
standing in a museum in the middle of British Columbia.

The description of the journey of that memorial, from the Somme to
Kelowna, is the story [ am going to tell.

The 12th (Eastern) Division

In August 1914, Britain possessed only six infantry divisions, earmarked as an
Expeditionary Force in the event of war.

Roughly an equivalent strength of infantry was scattered around the
globe garrisoning the far-flung British Empire.

Lord Kitchener, as Minister of War, decided a much bigger Army was
needed and the creation of a further thirty Divisions composed of civilian
volunteers was sanctioned: Kitchener’s New Army. he new divisions were
formed in five batches, each of six divisions. The first two groups - the K1s
and K2s - were recruited from the traditional county regiments in the
regions of Britain, except for the sixth division in each group which were
formed from the Light Infantry and Rifle Regiments. These were the first
six of Kitchener's new divisions:

oth (Scottish) Division
10th (Irish) Division
11th (Northern) Division
12th (Eastern) Division
13th (Western) Division
14th (Light) Division.
They were informally known as 'The First Hundred Thousand'- a title of
much pride because the members of their units were the first flush of
volunteers responding to Kitchener's appeal for men in what was

perceived as the country's hour of need with the German Army sweeping
across Belgium and Northern France at that time.

The 12th (Eastern) Division was typical in every respect of that famous
group of divisions. Their twelve original infantry battalions came from
the regiments traditionally raised in the counties of East Anglia, around
London, and in South East England - Norfolk, Suffolk, Essex, Middlesex,
Berkshire, Surrey, Sussex and Kent. A thirteenth battalion, the 5th
Northamptons, soon joined to serve as the division's Pioneer Battalion.
The Artillery, Engineers and other supporting arms mostly came from the
same areas.

The first six of Kitchener's new divisions were considered sufficiently well
equipped and trained to be dispatched on active service in the spring
and summer of 1915. Three of those divisions were not sent to the
Western Front as their members had expected, but to the Mediterranean
where they took part in the Gallipoli Campaign. The 12th (Eastern)
Division considered itself fortunate to be one of the three divisions sent
to the Western Front, crossing to France at the end of May 1915.
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The Battle of Loos, 25th September - 15th October 1915

After nearly four months gaining front line experience mainly spent
on the relatively quiet sector of Ploegsteert Wood in Belgium, the di-
vision was judged ready to take part in a major battle and moved
south to France to take part in the Battle of Loos.

This British attack was by far the greatest British effort on the Western
Front so far in the war, its scale made possible by the arrival of the
New Army divisions. Five of Kitchener's new divisions of citizen-
soldier volunteers would take part but the 12th (Eastern) Division was
not called upon for the opening phase.

The 9th and 15th Divisions - both Scottish - took part in the attack on
the first day. Both divisions captured their objectives, although some
of their gains would be later lost to German counterattacks. The
Scots' successes were so costly, however, that one brigade had to be
disbanded because there were not enocugh Scots reinforcements
available. (That is how the South African Brigade became part of the
oth Division.)

The next New Army involvement came with the commitment of two
further divisions - the 21st and the 24th (regional titles had been
dropped in their third batch of New Army divisions) - were rushed up
to the front on the first night; it was intended that they would be
pushed through a non-existent gap. These divisions had only recent-
ly arrived in France and had never even experienced trench-holding
duty. They were overwhelmed and scattered by a German attack ear-
ly the next morning.

It was in the aftermath of these dire first experiences in battle of the
New Army that the 12th (Eastern) Division came into the line on 1st
October. The main fighting was over and the division was given the
task of holding what had become the new British front line south of
Loos village in what was known as The Quarries sector. Its duty was
to consolidate the line, to improve it by making minor attacks, and to
beat off similar German attacks. This was all achieved satisfactorily,
but the attention had lifted from the early advances and there was no
glory to be had for the division in the Battle of Loos.

Instead, there was tragedy. On only the second day of the divi
| sion's presence at The Quarries it lost its commander.

Major-General F. D. V. Wing had completed the division's training in
England, brought it to the Western Front and commanded it success-
fully for the past four months. On 2nd October, while visiting the divi-
sion's artillery positions, a German shell burst killed him. He was re-
placed by Major-General A. B. Scott who was transferred from the
command of the artillery in an Indian Division. General Scott was to
be more fortunate; he would remain in command until rested in April
1918.

The 12th (Eastern) Division remained in the line in the Loos area for
the next five months, much of the time in the sector known officially
as The Hohenzollern Craters because of the blowing by both sides of
many small underground mines there. The division's infantry had
constantly to fight vicious little actions to take or
retake the craters or the intricate trenches that
meandered through the crater field. It was a long,
steadily costly campaign.

The period did, however, bring the division its first
Victoria Cross, won by Corporal W. R. Cotter, 6th
Buffs (The East Kents), a native of Folkestone. Cot-
ter was a 33-year-old Reservist, a real 'old soldier’
who had a glass eye - the result of a long past pub
brawl - but who had been accepted for service in @
1914 despite that medical deficiency and had
helped train the 1914 recruits. Corporal Cotter
had a leg blown off below the knee and both
arms injured in one of the trench fights, but he remained in com-
mand of his men for a further two hours and helped them beat off
German attacks. Unfortunately he did not survive the subsequent
journey to the medical station.

In April 1216 the 12th (Eastern) Division was relieved from its long
association with the Loos battlefield. In just under a year of front-line
service it had suffered 8,604 casualties, a figure that meant that the
infantry battalions had lost at least half of their original members.
The replacements were still volunteers, however. Unlike the New Ar-
my Scottish divisions at Loos, there were still sufficient volunteers
from the Eastern Counties to replace the casualties.
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The division had performed well, but it had not had the opportunity to
show its quality by success in a major action.

The next two months were spent holding 'quiet' trenches, absorbing
the reinforcements and training. The 12th (Eastern) Division was being
'fattened up' for the next big battle.

The Somme - An Exciting Plan

For the British Expeditionary Force the year of 1216 would be dominat-
ed by one huge battle - the Anglo-French offensive on the Somme.

It had been planned that the two armies would contribute equal num-
bers of men but the German attack against the French at Verdun
earlier in the year reduced the French ability to provide their full
share and also forced the British to bring forward the opening of

the battle by about six weeks. The British had no trouble finding

the men; the last divisions of the New Army were in the process of
arriving. The later arrivals - the higher numbered divisions - had

not been able to build up much active service experience, but
they were still made up entirely of volunteers and their morale
was exceptionally high.

There were good prospects for the forthcoming offensive. The
British had more than twice as many men as at Loos. Guns and
shells were available to fire a much longer bombardment. The
frontage of attack would be twice as long. On the British immedi-
ate right the French, although depleted in strength by Verdun,
had the reputation of being seasoned, professional troops. The
attack was talked of as being 'The Big Push' and there were hopes
of at last achieving a decisive result. Optimism was rife.

The 12th (Eastern) Division was allocated a particularly interesting >
role in the unfolding plan. %

The initial attack was to be carried out by General Rawlinson's Fourth

Army. The centre of its attack front was astride the old Roman road that

ran from Albert, just behind the British front line, straight on to Bapaume

which was nearly ten miles behind the German front line. Just behind Albert

was assembled a separate force made up of three cavalry divisions and four

infantry divisions. This was a new creation - The Reserve Army. lts commander
was Lieutenant-General Hubert Gough, known to be one of the

The Breakthrough Plan

Amicns

The role of the Reserve Army was to push though the centre of the attack
front as soon as the Fourth Army divisions had captured the German front
line trench system and created a gap. It was hoped that this could be
achieved in two days. The Reserve Army would then exploit the opening,
push though to Bapaume, then swing north to outflank the whole German
front line in that area and possibly cause a German collapse. Most of the
British soldiers preparing for the battle knew of The Reserve Army and its
role. They called it 'Gough's Mobile Army'.

All four of the infantry divisions allocated to Gough's Mobile Army were
from the New Army. The 12th (Eastern) Division was one of them. It was, in
fact, the senior of the four and was located the closest to the centre of the
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proposed breakthrough. Its three brigades were billeted in villages along-
side the main road back to Amiens. The three cavalry divisions were located
on the other side of that road. It must have been thrilling for the Eastern
Counties soldiers to see the cavalrymen and to relish the opportunity of
taking part in such a potentially decisive action.



There can be no doubt of what the division's role was intended to be at this
preparatory stage. The Divisional History refers to the Martinpuich area be-
ing the division's main objective. | once talked with a man who had been a
sergeant in one of the division's two Royal Fusilier battalions. He told me
that their training for this battle was to force

march straight up the Bapaume road and se- Attacks on Ovillers,
cure a hill known as the Butte de Warlencourt. 3rd-8th July 1916
Martinpuich and the Butte de Warlencourt were - (G
four and six miles behind the German front

lines.

. 2th (E )
It has to be stated that these ambitious plans . (DL.i;?;:rn

became subject to some revision in the last few
days before the attack opened on 1st July.
There is no need to go into this in detail here.
We should move on to a description of the ac-
tual outcome.

The Dashing of Hope g
Some of the high command had expressed res- 19th (Western)
ervations as to whether 'Gough's Mobile Army' Division /
breakthrough plan would be achieved, but the o

actual outcome of the opening of the offensive
was a disaster beyond anyone's expectation.

There cannot be many people who do not know what happened on that
first day of The Battle of the Somme. The whole of the centre and north of
the Fourth Army's attack was beaten off by the Germans with the exception
of two small, widely separated, footholds in the German line - both quite
useless as a foundation for exploitation. Only on the British right and on the
French sectors was there any success. The British casualties were enormous
- nearly 20,000 men killed and 40,000 wounded. It remains the bloodiest
day in the history of the British Army.

The heaviest casualties were suffered by the two Divisions attacking astride
the Bapaume Road - the main axis of what should have been the eventual
advance of Gough's Reserve Army. This was clearly not now going to take
place and a swift decision was made. The two battered Divisions of the first
day - the 8th Regular and the 34th New Army - were to be withdrawn that
night and replaced by the two nearest available fresh Divisions; these
would recommence the attack the next morning. One of the new Divisions

was the 19th (Western) from the Fourth Army's own reserve; the oth

| er was the 12th (Eastern) from the Reserve Army.

The German defences were anchored on two villages whose ruins made
them into near impregnable fortresses. These were La Boisselle, situated
just off the main road, and Ovillers to the north, across what the British sol-
diers called Mash Valley. (A twin valley on the south of the main road was
known as Sausage Valley). The two vil-
lages were close to the German front
line but the intervening No Man's Land
in Mash Valley was 800 yards deep be-
& ‘\ :  cause the Germans had positioned their
R e " front line on the high ground at the
k/ head of the valley. The combination of

villages and the wide No Man's Land in
o Mash Valley made for a particularly
strong German defensive sector.

The 19th (Western) Division com-
menced their attack on the morning of
2nd July and, by hard fighting, eventual-
ly captured the village. The details of
this are not relevant to our story but the
later decision by the division to erect
tmie  their main permanent Western Front
memorial just in front of the village

" — \ Ovillers

N :-\.‘;

church is important.

The 12th (Eastern) Division spent the night of 1st July taking over the
trenches previously held by the 8th Division, but conditions were so chaotic
that the attack planned for the next morning had to be postponed by one
day. So it was that on the morning of 3rd July, instead of marching up the
Bapaume Road to Martinpuich and the Butte de Warlencourt, the division
was sucked into the grim battle of attrition into which the Battle of the
Somme was developing.

It is not the purpose of this article to take you through the experiences of
the 12th (Eastern) Division on the Somme in detail, only to show you how a
memerial built at Ovillers is now in British Columbia, so what follows will be
no more than a résumé of what happened.

The division made three separate frontal attacks on Ovillers in the course of
five days. No more than a foothold in the ruins of the village was gained.
The Germans, a high-quality Garde Fusilier regiment, resisted stubbornly on
a line running through the village level with the church.

‘ = o R
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The attackers never breached that line, never got past the
church. The division's casualties numbered 4,643 men - 1,857
killed and missing, 2,708 wounded. Most of the missing were
dead and would never have an identified grave; very few
would have been taken prisoner.

The 12th Division was withdrawn on the night of 8th July.
Ovillers never was taken by frontal attack; it only fell when it
was later outflanked from the right and the remnants of the
German garrison surrendered.

The division was only allowed a brief rest before coming back
to the fighting again. This time it was in the area around
Poziéres, only a mile and half further forward from
Ovillers. Another casualties list - nearly 3,000 - was
incurred in the next two weeks. Then, after a spell
in more peaceful trenches on the Arras front, the
division was back to the Somme again in October
for its third round of attacks near Guedecourt,
close to where the Somme battle spluttered to a
halt in mid-November.

The final British advance up the Bapaume road
was, ironically, only to the foot of the Butte de
Warlencourt - after 140 days of fighting and over
400,000 British casualties.

The official 12th (Eastern) Division's share of this
total was 10,923 men. Its experiences had proba-
bly been no more than typical of an average British
infantry division taking part in the Battle of the
Somme in 1916, But these losses, together with
those suffered at Loos in 1915, meant that the early-war vol-
unteer character of the division, particularly of its infantry, had
mostly been lost. The casualties were now mostly being re-
placed with conscripts.

The Qvillers Cross

The 12th (Eastern) Division's next battle was at Arras in 1917.

The division was allocated a place in the front line of the at-

tack on the first day - April 9th. Easter Monday. Its attack was a

complete success, advancing to 4,000 yards at a cost of less
than 600 men killed.

Sgt. Henry Cator V.C.

A second Victoria Cross for the division was awarded, to Sergeant Harry Ca-
tor, of the 6th East Surreys. He was a native of Drayton, near Norwich, who
had volunteered for the New Army in September 1914 the day after his
marriage. He was badly wounded a few days after winning his Victoria
Cross, but survived.

The Germans had retired from the Somme battlefield to their new Hinden-
burg Line earlier in 1917 and Ovillers had now become a safe backwater ar-
ea. At some time that summer the 12th (Eastern) Division's Royal Engineers
erected a memorial cross near the ruins of Qvillers church.

The following inscriptions were painted on the cross
and onthe base:

IN
MEMORY

OF

OFFICERS, WARRANT OFFICERS, NCOs & MEN
12th DIVISION
WHO FELL AT THE CAPTURE OF OVILLERS
AND IN THE BATTLE OF THE SOMME

JULY AUGUST OCTOBER 1916 % .
GRANT THEM O LORD ETERNAL REST Wil & SR

o

Wild flowers rapidly established themselves and bloomed in the surround-
ing ground. It is possible that the 19th (Western) Division, which had shared
in the attack on the German line on this sector in 1916, erected a similar
memorial next to the ruins of the church in La Boisselle,

The war continued. The 12th (Eastern) Division remained on the Western
Front through to the end in November 1918. It took part in almost every
major battle. The only large one it missed was Third Ypres - the
'Passchendaele Battle' fought in the mud of Belgium in late summer and
autumn of 1917. The division always performed well. Four more Victoria
Crosses were won. The division had a second major success in September
1918, during the so-called 'Advance to Victory', when in two days of hard
fighting it captured Epéhy, described in the Divisional History as 'a very
strong outpost of the Hindenburg Line'.

The Ovillers Cross
as constructed



| have two different figures for the 12th Division's total war casualties -
41,363 and 48,140. Both figures are above the average for the thirty Kitche-
ner New Army divisions. Whichever is correct, it means that the division had
a personnel turnover of 200 per cent during its three and a half years of ser-
vice on the British Army's most important war front. The infantry battalions
probably suffered 300 per cent casualties. There would not have been many
of the 1914 volunteers remaining, particularly in the rifle companies, but
some trace of the original spirit of the New Army must have endured.

Demobilisation commenced after the Armistice. The 12th (Eastern) Divisien
was officially disbanded at Dunkirk on June 27th, 1919.

The Post-War Memorials

Many of the officers of the 12th (Eastern) Division remained in touch with
each other after the war. This was a division that had served on one front for
the whole of its active service and had been hardly touched by the reorgani-
sations that sometimes took place in the British Expeditionary Force. It was
decided that, despite the fact that the Ovillers Cross was still standing, there
should be a more permanent memorial and that it should represent the cas-
ualties suffered in all of the battles in which the division had taken part. Ma-
jor-General Scott, who had commanded the division for most of its active
service, obviously made his views known.

Fifty-six British infantry divisions had fought on the Western Front in the
First World War. In the early 1920s most but not all were deciding what to do
about permanent memorials. Some decided to put all their resources into
one main memeorial. Some decided to have two, one on France and one in
Belgium. Very little of the 12th Division's service had been in Belgium; there
would be no memerial in that country. It can be assumed that the decision-
making went as follows. The Ovillers Cross represented only one battle and
that was at a place where, despite great effort and sacrifice, the division's
attack had failed to capture its objective. The committee of former divisional
officers - there must have been a committee - looked for a place where the
division had carried out a successful attack.

Two places were considered - Wancourt on the 1917 Arras battlefield and
Epéhy in the 1918 Advance to Victory. Perhaps because of indecision, per-
haps because there were ample funds, it was decided to erect memorials at
both places. And so it was done. Two identical fine stone memorials were
erected at those places. They were dedicated on the same day in July 1921
in the presence of Major-General Scott, many ex-members of the division

and the usual collection of notables that were present at dozens of
| such events at that period.

It is interesting to note that the 19th (Western) Division, which attacked La
Boisselle at the same time as the 12th (Eastern) Division was attacking Ovil-
lers in July 1916, erected their permanent memorial by the church in La
Boisselle. But, unlike the 12th Division, the 19th had succeeded in capturing
their objective at that time.

What about the cross at Ovillers? The 12th Divisional History, published in
1923, describes the unveiling of the memorials at Wancourt and Epéhy two
years earlier and adds that the cross at Ovillers was still standing at that
time, 'a memorial to the brave men who _
fell in the great fight in July 1916". How |
did that wooden cross reach British Co- |
lumbia?

Captain F.T. Lee-Norman

The Royal Engineers element in a
First World War Infantry Division was
a considerable one. There were three
Field Companies and a Signal Com-
pany (this last was before the days of
the Royal Signals). These units were
under the command of the division's
'‘Commander Royal Engineers', al-
ways known as the 'CRE'and carry-
ing the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel.
In addition to his RE units, he was
also responsible for the employment |
of the division's Pioneer Battalion.

The CRE was probably responsible for
more men in a division than any other
officer of his rank. He needed a good staff. The principal member of
that staff was his Adjutant - a Captain. Anyone who has ever served
as a soldier knows that the Adjutant is the key officer of any unit, the
officer who not only sees that his commander's orders are put into
practice but also speaks for the commander when that officer is tem-
porarily absent.

The Adjutant to the 12th (Eastern) Division's CRE for most of the war was
Captain Francis Thomas Lee-Norman.

Capt. Lee-Norman




In 1914 Tom Lee-Norman was a twenty-seven-years-old unmarried engineer
working in Argentina. Soon after the outbreak of war he decided to return to
England and join the Army. Optimistically, he purchased a return steamer
ticket. He enlisted in the Royal Engineers and his qualifications ensured that
he was commissioned in January 1915 and, as far as is known, was immedi-
ately posted to the newly formed 12th (Eastern) Division and was eventually
promoted to Captain and became Adjutant to the CRE.

He received a Mention in Dispatches in June 1916, before the Somme battle,
so he must have performed well in his duties during the period that the divi-
sion was in action in the Loos area. In January 1917 he was awarded the Mili-
tary Cross. Because this was recorded in the New Year's Honours List, it prob-
ably reflected further good work over a long period rather than an individual
act of gallantry. The Adjutant of a unit did not have much opportunity for
such acts.

He served with the division right to the end, only returning to England a few
days before the division was disbanded in 1919. His next posting was to Ire-
land, but he was soon demobilised and returned to his previous occupation
in Argentina. It is not known whether the return steamer ticket he had pur-
chased in 1914 was still valid.

His four years of war service had been one of steady, conscientious duty, al-
most all with the 12th (Eastern) Division. His future wife, Winifred Tonge,
travelled to Argentinato marry Tom in 1920. They soon returned to England
and lived in Little Court, an Edwardian country house in Charminster, Dorset,
his wife's family home. Their son, Alexander, was born in December 1921
and two daughters later completed the family. Little Court would represent
the first stage of the move of the Ovillers Cross to British Columbia.

The Qvillers Cross Leaves France

Tom Lee-Norman remained in touch with his wartime comrades. A photo-
graph shows him present at a large dinner reunion of ex-officers of the divi-
sion at a London hotel. The subject was soon raised as to what action should
be taken about the wooden cross that had been erected at Qvillers in 1917.
The next part of the story must be partially based on speculation.

It is likely that the people of Ovillers wished the cross to be removed be-
cause it was obstructing the post-war reconstruction of their village. Lee-
Norman, as Adjutant to the wartime CRE, had almost certainly been involved
in the erection of the cross.

What is known is that the memorial - still in good condition - was dismantled
and transported to England and brought to Little Court in 1925.

Perhaps that was intended as a temporary move pending the finding of a
permanent home in the Eastern Counties, whose men had formed the Divi-
sion in 1914. It could have found an entirely appropriate home in any of the
cathedrals or regimental museums from Norwich round through the arc of
Eastern Counties to Canterbury. But nothing happened. Perhaps Tom Lee-
Norman had wanted to keep the cross at his home at Little Court. Whatever
the reason, there it was destined to remain for nearly three-quarters of a
century! It was re-erected in a corner of what was called the Billiard Room,
though this was mainly used as the children's play room. The cross was
plastered to the wall and usually covered by a curtain. For the children,
daughter Elizabeth said 'it was just part of the family furniture; we had no
particular reverence for it

The Second World War brought mixed fortunes to the Lee-Norman family.
As with so many families in a certain age group, the next generation went
off to serve in the forces as their fathers had in 1914. None of Tom Lee-
Norman's children followed him into the Army. The daughters both joined
the WRNS (Women's Royal Naval Service); Elizabeth became a driver at-
tached to the Admiralty in London; her sister, Anne, was a 'boats crew'
Wren at Portsmouth. Their brother Alex joined the Royal Air Force; he was
selected for pilot training and sent to what was then Southern Rhodesia,
now Zimbabwe, under the Empire Air Training Scheme. Sadly, he died in a
flying accident in 1942, aged only nineteen. (His grave is in the Athlone
Cemetery at Bulawayo, one of 133 British graves there, mostly of 'Pilots un-
der Training' or of 'Pilot Instructors’). Tom Lee-Norman also failed to survive
the war. He died of cancer in 1941, aged only fifty-four.

Anne Lee-Norman WRNS during the Second
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The Cross Finds a Permanent Home

In 1956 Elizabeth Lee-Norman married John Huxtable, a young man also
from Dorset who had served in the Royal Navy in the latter part of the war
and later emigrated to Canada and joined the Royal Canadian Navy. After his
retirement they remained in their home city of Halifax, Nova Scotia. The sec-
ond step in the eventual movement of the Ovillers Cross to Canada had
been established.

John Huxtable died in March 2007. Elizabeth continued teo live in Halifax but
spent part of each year in England.

Antonia was one of Mrs Huxtable's two daughters. She moved to Germany
where she continued her music studies at Freiburg and Munich. It was here
in 1987 that she met her future husband, Albert Mahon, a fellow Canadian
who was travelling around the world at that time. They eventually settled in
Penticton, in the Okanagan Valley in mid-British Columbia, nearly 3,000
miles further westward across Canada.

Back in England, in the late 1990s, the Huxtable family were starting to think
about selling Little Court. It was thought that having a large cross in the
house might put off potential buyers. A retired General, a cousin of Elizabeth
Huxtable, tried to find a recipi-
ent for the cross in England but
was unsuccessful.

Back again in Canada, Antonia
Mahon and family went on a
day trip to the town of Ke-
lowna, about forty miles from
' Penticton, to visit her parents-
in-law. It was a fine day. A table
had been set up in the Orchard
Park Shopping Centre at which
two local ex-servicemen - Don
Appleton and Don Mann - were
appealing for support, funds
and artefacts for a proposed Mili-
tary Museum. Antonia asked,
'Would you like a large wooden memorial cross from the First World War
that once stood on the Somme battlefield? Yes, please'. 'Well, it's in Eng-
land'. That was in 1997. For the Huxtable family who were trying to sell Little
Court and find a suitable home for the cross 'it was the solution to
their problem’.

A recent photograph of Little Court,
Charminster

The cross was crated and shipped across the Atlantic by Pickfords in 1998; it
was delivered to Antonia Mahon at Penticton. Its eventual transfer to the
museum at Kelowna as a gift in perpetuity from Elizabeth Huxtable gave
the family ‘tremendous peace of mind'. Mrs Huxtable also donated her fa-
ther's wartime steel helmet with the 12th (Eastern) Division's Ace of Spades
divisional sign painted on it, his miniature medals, and as many photo-
graphs and documents as were available. A small inscription plate was add-
ed tothecrossto record the gift, coupled with Captain Lee-Norman's
name and the sentiment that the cross should also be regarded in his
‘everlasting memory' - a fitting tribute to the officer who had fought at Ovil-
lers in 1916, had almost certainly been involved in the construction of the
cross there in 1917 and who, with his family, had cared for it as a tribute to
the men of the division for so many years.

(Little Court was eventually sold in 2002. It still retains its Edwardian charm
and is now a Bed and Breakfast Hotel. The Billiard Room in which the Ovil-
lers Cross stood for more than seventy years became the Guest Lounge.)

The Guest Lounge at Little Court
(formerly the Billiard Room)

After some months in storage in the basement of the Laurel Building in
Kelowna, the cross came to form the centrepiece of The Okanagen Military
Museum when it was opened in 1999 in the Kelowna Memorial Arena, An-
tonia Mahon, Tom Lee-Norman's granddaughter, and her family were pre-
sent. They and the cross were the source of much interest from the media
representatives present.
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Dedications

As a mark of respect to all those who perished during the Great War the
meetings last season were dedicated to the memory of a local man who died
on that date during 1914-1918. If during your travels you happen to be near
to where any of these soldiers are buried or commemorated kindly pay a vis-
it.

Owing to illness and other unexpected reasons, there were no dedications
for a number of meetings towards the end of the 2023-24 season so this sec-
tion of The Poppy only contains a single dedication.

February 2024

The dedication for this month was to Pte. William Robert Povey, 6t (Service)
Bn Royal Berkshire Regiment, who died 108 years ago this month on St. Val-
entine’s Day, Monday, 14* February 1916, age 32.

William Povey was born at Speenhamland, Newbury, in January 1884, and
was the eldest son of James and Hannah Povey (née Nicholls). His father
came from Speen, where he worked as a bricklayer, but sadly, in the winter
of 1895, he died, age 39, when William was just 11 years old.

William had four brothers and
two sisters; Benjamin (b 1885),
Arthur James (b 1887), Harry
Christopher (b 1889), Elizabeth
(b 1891), Frederick John (b
1893), and Ellen Annie (b 1895),
who would never get to know
her father.

His mother, Hannah, who came
from Whittlesea, Cambridge-
shire was left with seven chil-
dren to raise, the eldest being
only eleven years old. She
worked as a charwoman, doing
her best, hopefully with the sup-
port of the wider family. When
the children left school and
were able to contribute to the
family income life must have be-
come somewhat easier.

Pte. William Robert Povey

Around that time William met Fanny Hillier, age 24, from Chisbury, Wilt-
shire, who was living and working as a servant at the household of Freder-
ick Hopson, in Newbury, whose furniture business on the corner of North-
brook Street and West Street, was a Newbury landmark. The couple mar-
ried in the autumn of 1911 and set up home together at ¢ Railway Road,
Newbury.

William was christened at St. Mary the Virgin Church, Church Lane, Speen-
hamland, soon after he was born on 17" February 1884 and was later edu-
cated at St. Mary’s School, St Mary’s Road, Newbury. Sometime prior to
1901, the fatherless family had moved to 3 Kennet Place, Newbury, where
William, now age 17, worked as a journeyman baker.

By 1911, brothers Benjamin and Frederick had left home and the remaining
five members of the family had moved to nearby 4 Northampton Terrace,
on London Road, east of Shaw Road, where William, age 27, worked as a
labourer at Plenty and Sons Eagle Iron Works in central Newbury, where the
Kennet Centre is today. At the outbreak of war on 4t August 1914 the Pov-
ey family responded en-masse and before long all five of the boys were in
uniform.

The Newbury Weekly News, Local War Notes of 10 December 1914 report-

ed:
Mrs Povey, of Northampton Terrace, has five sons in His Maj-
esty’s Forces. One is on duty with the RAMC at the Front
fFrederick], and on the outbreak of war one joined the Royal
Berks [Will], another the Norfolks [Benjamin], a third in the
Berks Reserves [Harry], and the fourth in the National Re-
serves [Arthur]. Mrs Povey says she is proud of them, but
would be happler if they were all at home again around her
table’.

William had enlisted in Newbury with the Royal Berkshire Regiment and
had been posted to the 6th (Service) Battalion.

An early tragedy struck the Povey family in September 1914, when brother
Frederick’s three-month-old baby daughter, Joan, died of meningitis. As a
regular soldier, Frederick was already in France with the Royal Army Medical
Corps.

The 6th Battalion trained at Colchester, and Codford St Mary, Wiltshire be-
fore crossing to France with 18" Division on 25™ July 1915, landing at Bou-
logne, the next day.
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Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence
Summaries are contained in F. S. Regs., Part 11
and the Staff Manual respectively. Title Pages
will be prepared in manuscript,

On 27% July they arrived at Rubempré, north of Amiens for further train-
ing and on 2" August 1915 the Division took over a section of the Front
Line near Albert and remained there for the winter, in dreadful cold and
wet conditions, including snow, that on one occasion was 18 inches deep,
followed by a thaw. During this period the 6th Royal Berks took their turn in
the line at Bouzincourt, Aveluy, Bray, Buire, Albert and la Boisselle and even
during quiet periods, there was constant danger from occasional German
bombardments. William took seven days home leave during November
1915, and on his return was slightly wounded by shrapnel, but not suffi-
cient enough to incapacitate him from duty.

On &t February 1916, the Battalion relieved the 10" Essex Regiment in the
trenches at La Boisselle for the next seven days. During this period three
men were killed and five were wounded following spasmodic enemy
shelling up to 13* February, before being relieved by the 10% Essex again

® ®
WAR DIARY

or
INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY

(Evase heading not vequived.)

It reads:
“Dear Mrs Povey: | am afraid | have some very bad news for
you. Your husband was shot while on sentry duty about mid-
night on February 13th, and killed instantaneously. | am sure
it will comfort you to remember that as he was a soldier, his
was a soldier’s death, and that he died as a man should - for
his country. He was one of the best of my platoon, and his loss
is deeply felt both by his comrades and myself who knew that
he could be trusted for anything, and also bright and cheerful
through it all.”
Confirmation of this letter was given by Pte A Bosely, ‘B’ Coy, who saw his
comrade fall with a shot to the head and hastened to his assistance, but
only to find his lifeless body. The news came as a severe shock to Mrs Pov-
ey, who had been unwell for some days, and for whom every sympathy was
felt at this abrupt termination of a short but happy
married life.
Army Form

Pte. William Robert Povey, 6" (Service) Bn Royal Berk-

Place
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the next day. Sadly, one of those three men killed during this period was
Pte William Robert Povey.

Five days later on the evening of Saturday 19* February, William's
wife, Fanny, received a letter from 2/Lt G W H Nicholson.

: shlre Regiment, died on 14* January 1916, age 32, and
1 'is buried in Becourt Military Cemetery, Becordel-
" Becourt, grave L.E.13.
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http://www.cwgc.org/find-a-cemetery/cemetery/29900/BECOURT%20MILITARY%20CEMETERY,%20BECORDEL-BECOURT

The family were to suffer another tragic loss in France during the war
when William’s younger brother, Pte. Benjamin Povey MM, 9% Bn Norfolk
Regiment was killed in action, age 30, seven months later on 15" Septem-
ber 1916, at Trones Wood. His body was never recovered and he is com-
memorated on the Thiepval Memorial. The other three brothers, Frederick,
Harry and Arthur all survived the war.

Regarding, William's wife, Fanny, she had also suffered a family loss earlier
in the war, when her brother, James Hillier was killed in action at Ypres, on
24% October 1914, age 21. He was in the 2 Bn Wiltshire Regiment and is
commemorated on the Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial. In the Spring of 1919,
Fanny Povey, married James Dilks, a bricklayer from Oxhey, near Watford
and remained in that area of south-west Hertfordshire for the rest of her life.
She gave birth to ason, Norman in early 1920 and died in 1964, age 76.

William and Benjamin Povey are both commemorated on:

Newbury Town War Memorial (Tablets 12 and 5 respectively). This is unusu-
al in that the brothers are not listed together.

Speenhamland Shrine inside St. Nicholas Church, Newbury

In addition, their names were on a memorial board commemorating 48 for-
mer pupils of St Mary’s School, 5t Mary's Road, Newbury, who died during
the Great War at St Mary's School. Sadly, this memorial was lost when the
school was demolished in the 1970s.

Speenhamland Shrine inside St. Nicholas Church, Newbury

Our Future Programme
26 September 2024

Rob Fleming: Peril in Paradise: The Great War in Asia and the Pacific.

This talk introduces the now almost completely forgotten conflicts in
the Asian and Pacific theatres of the Great War, focusing particularly
on Germany's Pacific Ocean colonies, and on the naval war in the Indi-
an, Pacific and South Atlantic oceans. It looks at the participants, the
leadership figures and the decision making as well as examining key
battles, outcomes and legacy.
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German Colonies in the Pacific in 1912

DG« i e s
® ¥ Timor

Rob is an historian, writer and public speaker with over twenty years' ex-
perience in museums. As an archaeologist, he primarily worked on fortifi-
cations, early military buildings, and colonial mansions in Australia and has
been a guest archaeologist on Time Team.
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He was at the Imperial War Museum for two
years, and the National Army Museum for 15
years, delivering over 80 lectures. Rob specialis-
es in imperialism and post-colonial legacy, the
military history of British Empire and Common-
wealth forces (particularly world wars), and the
politics of empire.

Rob Fleming

31 October 2024
Michael Orr - The Men who sailed on the Australind
On 26 October 1914 728 men of the 1% Battalion 28" London Regi-

Those include two recipients of the Victoria Cross, a Second World War
general, and a millionaire art collector, and is based on a chapter in
the forthcoming book about the London Regiment, "London Pride".

Michael Orr is well-known to members of the Thames Valley Branch,
having been a member until he and his wife moved away to Glouces-
tershire. Having served in the Artists’ Rifles, and former lecturer at
Sandhurst, Mike was a major speaker on our battlefield tours for
many years, his “stands” often featuring the Artists’ Rifles.

28th November 2024

David Keable-Elliott—Smith-Dorrien and the Mons Campaign

ment (the Artists Rifles) sailed for France. More than half of them had
joined the Army after 4™ August. The battalion did not see front-line
service until June
1917, but nearly a
~ third of all ranks would
die before the end of
the war. The battalion
served as GHQ Troops
until June 1917 and
was also used as an
officer-training  unit.
579 of the other ranks

' on the

In 1914, General Horace Smith Dorrien took command of Il Corps only
hours before the Battle of Mons started; and was not given command
of the British army at Le Cateau until after the Battle had started. Yet,
so surehanded was his handling of his divisions that he was able to
achieve his main objectives in both, despite elementary doctrinal er-
rors committed by Sir John French and Sir Douglas Haig. This talk offers
new insights into the narrative of the Mons Campaign.

David returns to the Branch following his talk about his ancestor Robert
Keable’s unusual war and later life last March.

Australind An artillery piece with
would be commis- rudimentary camou-
. . flage at the Battle of
: sioned, mostly in regu- Le Cateau
N . ; B ¥ lar battalions in 1915.
“Over the Top” by Paul Nash depicts the Artists’ Rifles Me.n of the
counter-attack at Welsh Ride on 30 December 1917. Artists also

67 out of 80 men were killed or wounded almost immediately. played a crucial

role in estab-

lishing the GHQ Machine School and other specialist units. The lecture

will tell the story of these men, highlighting some of the most notable
individuals.
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19th December 2024 - note the date

Ross Beadle—Who Killed Captain Duncan Martin? Plasticene models,
poets, 'lions led by donkeys' and all that. 20th Brigade on 1st July
1916.

This is one of the most poignant stories of the many to come from the
first day on the Somme.

In June 1916 Captain Duncan Martin of 9th Devonshires can see that
when they go 'over the bags' for the big offensive, his company, tasked
with attacking up the Peronne Road, will be exposed to murderous fire
from a machine gun outside Mametz known to the British as 'The
Shrine'. He has some leave due so takes home maps and produces a
scale plasticene model to illustrate how exposed his men will be and
requests extra bombardment to suppress the strongpoint. In effect he
was predicting where he was likely to die. Martin was killed within sec-
onds on 1st July and 9th Devonshires came close to being wiped out.
Martin and many of his comrades are buried in the Mansel Copse cem-
etery

However, for 20th Brigade, of which 9th Devonshires were part, it was
a good day. On the left 2nd Borders made great progress along the
ridge and on the right the Gordons eventually captured The Shrine. By
the end of the day, Mametz had fallen. The Brigade achieved all its ob-
jectives, if somewhat behind time.

This talk looks at the performance of 20th Brigade as a whole on 1st
July and its commander Deverell, including a controversial decision
that probably condemned Martin and his men, and also looks at the
details of Martin's death, the exact location of which there is still some
doubt about. He certainly did not accurately predict where he would
die.

Ross Beadle is an experienced WFA speaker who has been in consistent de-
mand from branches for over ten years. As his list of lectures indicates, he
covers a wide range of subjects on the First World War, although there is a
specialism in how battles or offensives were planned...and how they even-
tually turned out! All talks are lively and engaging. He graduated from Hull
in History and has an MA in First World War Studies from Birmingham. His
lecture on Schlieffen is one of the most popular on the WFA YouTube chan-

2. nel. He also hates writing blurbs about himself.

Prof. Gary Sheffield - The BEF in Two Retreats: Mons 1914 and Dun-

" kirk 1940
: & Continuing with the products of his latest research comparing the BEF
# and its commanders in both major European wars of the 20th Century,

branch member and Hon. President of the WFA, Gary Sheffield gives
his annual lecture to the Thames Valley Branch; definitely not to be

' § missed.
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