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Contacts 
Should you require any information relating to branch 
matters and activities, then please contact one of the 
committee members listed below: 
 

Barbara Taylor: Tel. 01276 32097 
or email sandhurst37@tiscali.co.uk 
 

Don Farr: Tel. 01189 794518 
or email don.farr@ntlworld.com 
 

Mike Lawson: Tel. 01692 535184 
or email lawsonm100@aol.com 
 

Nigel Parker: Tel. 01491 836100 
or email leginrekrap@hotmail.com 
 

Linda Parker: Tel. 01491 836100 
or email lindamparker56@gmail.com 
 

Niall Ferguson: Tel. 07720289311 
or email niallferguson17@outlook.com 
(Note change of email address) 
Andrew Mullen:  
email  jaspermuldoon1962@icloud.com 

The front cover photograph of Connaught Cemetery, seen from near the Ulster Tower, 
was  taken by  the editor during the Thames Valley Branch 2023 Branch Tour 
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Perhaps a more 
typical photo of 
Phil Mills as many 
of us remember 
him on Battlefield 
Tours! 

Prev Next Front Page 



 

3 

 

 

I feel that we have had a ‘mixed’ year. It started 
badly with the not unexpected death of Brian 
Sowerby, who was a valued and popular member 
of the branch. Brian had very successfully taken 
over the running of our branch tours and it was a 
sad day when both Covid and his health issues 
deprived us of him. 

Sadly, Phil Mills, another very long-standing 
member of the branch has died in the last few 
weeks. His obituary is elsewhere in this edition of 
The Poppy. 

Again, we have had some interesting and diverse 
subjects for our meetings. I have just completed 
booking our speakers for 2025, where again, I hope 
that there will be something to interest everyone. 
We have mostly first timers, but have a few 
returnees, such as our regular slot with Professor 
Gary Sheffield; our own branch member and 
President of the WFA. 

Disappointingly, for reasons beyond our control, the 
proposed branch battlefield tour had to be 
cancelled. We are determined that next year the tour will go ahead and 
I know that Andy Mullen is determined to make this a success. 

Brian’s widow, Yvette, has very kindly made available some of his very 
extensive library to us; some 1500 volumes is her estimate! Ian Fenne 
suspected, quite rightly, that there would be much more of interest 
beyond the ‘usual suspects’ that the majority of us already have. He 
had a lot of French language books, that have been very welcome to 
some. 

I am hopeful that we can have another successful year with something 
to interest most of you. 

 Barbara Taylor 

Philip Mills 1965 - 2024 
It is with much sadness that I have to 
report the death of Phil Mills in July. Phil 
was a very long-standing member of both 
the association and Thames Valley Branch 
in particular. 
He was introduced to the WFA, by his work 
colleague and friend, Alan Colley. Alan has 
been a member himself since the early 
80s. Phil attended Surrey Branch with him 
and regularly visited the Western Front, 
along with Alan’s father. They always 
attended the 1 July ceremony at the 
Lochnagar Crater and were based at a 
cottage owned by the late Andre Coilliot. 
Phil will be remembered by many of the 
longer standing members in the wider 
WFA through his many activities and he is 
also known to have attended many of the 
much missed and lamented Abergavenny 

Seminars, often acting as the semi-official 
photographer. 

On a branch level, up until 2014 (his last) Phil was always on our 
battlefield tours, always in action with his camera and always up for a 
beer (or two) in the evening. 
Sadly, his health began to fail and it even became difficult for him to 
attend branch meetings. The last official WFA event he was able to 
attend was Armistice Day, 2022.  
Phil’s circumstances compelled him to have to part with many of his 

treasured possessions. His Great War books were gifted to the branch 

some while ago and we were able to use the proceeds of these to assist 

branch funds, for which we were grateful. As you see, Phil was 

shockingly young to have died. 

Barbara Taylor 

From the Chairman 
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Phil at the final night dinner of the 2005 Branch 
Battlefield Tour 
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THE KELOWNA CROSS 
How a Memorial to the 12th (Eastern) Division 
Dead of the Somme found its way to British 
Columbia  
 

Courtesy of the late Martin Middlebrook 
 

(Martin sent this some time ago, but his recent demise 
makes it appropriate for this edition) 
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Cpl. W. Cotter V.C. 
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Sgt. Henry Cator V.C. 

IN 
MEMORY 

OF 
OFFICERS, WARRANT OFFICERS, NCOs & MEN 

12th DIVISION 
WHO FELL AT THE CAPTURE OF OVILLERS 

AND IN THE BATTLE OF THE SOMME 
JULY AUGUST OCTOBER 1916 

GRANT THEM O LORD ETERNAL REST  

The Ovillers Cross  
as constructed 
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Capt. Lee-Norman 
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Anne Lee-Norman WRNS during the Second 
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A recent photograph of Little Court, 
Charminster  

The Guest Lounge at Little Court  
(formerly the Billiard Room) 
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Dedications 
As a mark of respect to all those who perished during the Great War the 
meetings last season were dedicated to the memory of a local man who died 
on that date during 1914–1918. If during your travels you happen to be near 
to where any of these soldiers are buried or commemorated kindly pay a vis-
it. 
 

Owing to illness and other unexpected reasons, there were no dedications 
for a number of meetings towards the end of the 2023-24 season so this sec-
tion of The Poppy only contains a single dedication.  
 

February 2024 
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Pte. William Robert Povey 
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http://www.cwgc.org/find-a-cemetery/cemetery/29900/BECOURT%20MILITARY%20CEMETERY,%20BECORDEL-BECOURT
http://www.cwgc.org/find-a-cemetery/cemetery/29900/BECOURT%20MILITARY%20CEMETERY,%20BECORDEL-BECOURT
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Our Future Programme 
26 September 2024         

Rob Fleming: Peril in Paradise: The Great War in Asia and the Pacific. 

This talk introduces the now almost completely forgotten conflicts in 
the Asian and Pacific theatres of the Great War, focusing particularly 
on Germany's Pacific Ocean colonies, and on the naval war in the Indi-
an, Pacific and South Atlantic oceans. It looks at the participants, the 
leadership figures and the decision making as well as examining key 
battles, outcomes and legacy. 

  Contents   Prev Next Last Page 

German Colonies in the Pacific in 1912 

Rob is an historian, writer and public speaker with over twenty years' ex-
perience in museums. As an archaeologist, he primarily worked on fortifi-
cations, early military buildings, and colonial mansions in Australia and has 
been a guest archaeologist on Time Team.   

http://www.westberkshirewarmemorials.org.uk/texts/stories/WBP01024S.php
http://www.westberkshirewarmemorials.org.uk/memorial.php?link=WB040
http://www.westberkshirewarmemorials.org.uk/memorial.php?link=WB088
http://www.westberkshirewarmemorials.org.uk/memorial.php?link=WB088
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He was at the Imperial War Museum for two 
years, and the National Army Museum for 15 
years, delivering over 80 lectures. Rob specialis-
es in imperialism and post-colonial legacy, the 
military history of British Empire and Common-
wealth forces (particularly world wars), and the 
politics of empire.  

 
 
31 October 2024      
Michael Orr - The Men who sailed on the Australind  

On 26 October 1914 728 men of the 1st Battalion 28th London Regi-
ment (the Artists Rifles) sailed for France. More than half of them had 
joined the Army after 4th August.  The battalion did not see front-line 

service until June 
1917, but nearly a 
third of all ranks would 
die before the end of 
the war. The battalion 
served as GHQ Troops 
until June 1917 and 
was also used as an 
officer-training unit. 
579 of the other ranks 
on the Australind 
would be commis-
sioned, mostly in regu-
lar battalions in 1915. 

Men of the 
Artists also 
played a crucial 
role in estab-

lishing the GHQ Machine School and other specialist units. The lecture 
will tell the story of these men, highlighting some of the most notable 
 individuals.   

Those include two recipients of the Victoria Cross, a Second World War 
general, and a millionaire art collector, and is based on a  chapter in 
the forthcoming book about the London Regiment,  "London Pride". 

 

Michael Orr is well-known to members of the Thames Valley Branch, 
having been a member until he and his wife moved away to Glouces-
tershire. Having served in the Artists’ Rifles, and former lecturer at 
Sandhurst, Mike was a major speaker on our battlefield tours for 
many years, his “stands” often featuring the Artists’ Rifles. 

 
28th November 2024 

David Keable-Elliott—Smith-Dorrien and the Mons Campaign 

In 1914, General Horace Smith Dorrien took command of II Corps only 
hours before the Battle of Mons started; and was not given command 
of the British army at Le Cateau until after the Battle had started. Yet, 
so surehanded was his handling of his divisions that he was able to 
achieve his main objectives in both, despite elementary doctrinal er-
rors committed by Sir John French and Sir Douglas Haig. This talk offers 
new insights into the narrative of the Mons Campaign. 
 
David returns to the Branch following his talk about his ancestor Robert 
Keable’s unusual war  and later life last March. 

  Contents   Prev Next First Page 

Rob Fleming 

“Over the Top” by Paul Nash depicts the Artists’ Rifles  
counter-attack at Welsh Ride on 30 December 1917.  

67 out of 80 men were killed or wounded almost immediately.  

An artillery piece with 
rudimentary camou-
flage at the Battle of 
Le Cateau 
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19th December 2024  - note the date    
Ross Beadle—Who Killed Captain Duncan Martin? Plasticene models, 
poets, 'lions led by donkeys' and all that. 20th Brigade on 1st July 
1916. 

This is one of the most poignant stories of the many to come from the 
first day on the Somme. 

In June 1916 Captain Duncan Martin of 9th Devonshires can see that 
when they go 'over the bags' for the big offensive, his company, tasked 
with attacking up the Peronne Road, will be exposed to murderous fire 
from a machine gun outside Mametz known to the British as 'The 
Shrine'. He has some leave due so takes home maps and produces a 
scale plasticene model to illustrate how exposed his men will be and 
requests extra bombardment to suppress the strongpoint. In effect he 
was predicting where he was likely to die. Martin was killed within sec-
onds on 1st July and 9th Devonshires came close to being wiped out. 
Martin and many of his comrades are buried in the Mansel Copse cem-
etery 

However, for 20th Brigade, of which 9th Devonshires were part, it was 
a good day. On the left 2nd Borders made great progress along the 
ridge and on the right the Gordons eventually captured The Shrine. By 
the end of the day, Mametz had fallen. The Brigade achieved all its ob-
jectives, if somewhat behind time. 

This talk looks at the performance of 20th Brigade as a whole on 1st 
July and its commander Deverell, including a controversial decision 
that probably condemned Martin and his men, and also looks at the 
details of Martin's death, the exact location of which there is still some 
doubt about. He certainly did not accurately predict where he would 
die. 

 

Ross Beadle is an experienced WFA speaker who has been in consistent de-
mand from branches for over ten years. As his list of lectures indicates, he 
covers a wide range of subjects on the First World War, although there is a 
specialism in how battles or offensives were planned…and how they even-
tually turned out! All talks are lively and engaging. He graduated from Hull 
in History and has an MA in First World War Studies from Birmingham. His 
lecture on Schlieffen is one of the most popular on the WFA YouTube chan-
nel. He also hates writing blurbs about himself.  

 

30th January 2025   
Prof. Gary Sheffield - The BEF in Two Retreats: Mons 1914 and Dun-
kirk 1940  

Continuing with the products of his latest research comparing the BEF 
and its commanders in both major European wars of the 20th Century, 
branch member and Hon. President of the WFA, Gary Sheffield gives 
his annual lecture to the Thames Valley Branch; definitely not to be 
missed. 
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