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Western Front Association Chesterfield Branch – Meetings 2025 

Meetings start at 7.30pm and take place at the Labour Club, Unity House, Saltergate, Chesterfield S40 1NF 

January 7th . AGM + `Quintinshill 22nd May 1915 – Britain`s Worst Railway 

Disaster`  Grant Cullen. Meeting Cancelled     
    

February 4th 
AGM + Villages at War – Clowne and Barlborough in World War 1 
by Paul Burkitt.   

    

    

March 
 
 

4th Andrea Heatherington - "Scamps in Khaki" – criminal deserters' 
Deserters sometimes turned to crime to 

support themselves whilst on the run.  

April  Grant Cullen  Britain`s Worst Railway Disaster – Quintinshill – 22nd 
May 1915    1st  

May 
 

6th 
 “Combat motivation and morale in British Empire armies in the 
two world wars' "  by Prof. Gary Sheffield 

    

June 3rd 'The Forgotten Blitz and the Defeat of the Zeppelins'. 
by Ian Castle 

    

July 
  

1st 
  

Jutland – Clash of Titans  by Scott Lindgren 

    

August 5th Roy Larkin – Follow a Supply Column and others through mobilisation and 
the total chaos of the opening weeks of the Great War 

    

September 
 2nd 

K'Motorcycle Despatch Riders In 1914'  by Nick Shelley.Nick 
describes the motorcyclists' contribution to the 1914 campaign, 
using their own words and their own previously unpublished 
photographs.         

October 
 7th After Kut – What ?.  Tony Bolton  
    

November 4th Peter Hart  topic to be confirmed 

    
    

December 
 2nd 

An Historians Wrongful Assumption ? - a short look at Sniping and 
how it developed in World War One. By Morris Charlton 
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Chairman`s Notes….Branch chair Jon-Paul Harding 

Just a few words to say what a great talk it was last month 

on the battle of Jutland by Scott Lindgren. It was a very 

interesting, well-presented and researched and a different 

aspect of the Great War. August’s talk is by Roy Larkin, 

which is on Supply Column and others through mobilization, 

which I am sure will be just as interesting as his other talks 

which he has presented to the branch in the past. 

On July 12th  and 13th my wife Donna  and I stood at 

Staveley Armed forces weekend  - it was  hot a scorcher , 

but an enjoyable experience we spoke to a number of 

people about different parts of WW1 and Family ties,  medals and experiences that 

had been passed down, also a few children were interested in listening about the 

artifacts on display and mesmerized by being able to touch and hold objects like  

fuses the rusty shell and bullets also the medals . We also handed out quite a few 

fliers about our branch meetings and the WFA as an association. Once again may I 

thank the committee for all the hard work they do behind the scenes to keep the 

branch running. Also, to the members for coming out each month to show their 

continued support of the branch. Hope to see everyone on the 5th of August  

Jon-Paul Harding 

August Meeting – Roy Larkin 

This time Roy will be nattering on with a fully illustrated 
presentation about August 1914 by following the antics of a 
Supply Column and the decision makers in higher places as 
the country mobilised to meet the might of the professional 
German army. 

 

 



 

Secretary`s Scribbles 

Dear Members and Friends, 

Welcome to the August 2025 issue of our Branch 

newsletter. Seems ages since we had our last meeting 

but here we are again getting ready for Roy Larkin`s 

annual pilgrimage from Hampshire – he`s also presenting 

at John Beech`s Branch at Ruddington on Friday 8th – not 

doing the same talk as at our meeting so do go along and give Ruddington your 

support. 

As mentioned elsewhere Branch Chair Jon-Paul Harding represented us at the Armed 

Forces weekend at Poolsbrook in July…like that at Worksop it is important we get 

out and about taking our message to the public…it still irks me that I have written – 

not once but twice to all Secondary schools in our area….what response did I 

get…not a single one…not even an acknowledgement from any of them…maybe as a 

group that prides itself on historical accuracy we are not `woke` enough for them. 

On July 1st I went with Mark and Jean Macartney to St. Mary`s Church in 

Attenborough near Nottingham to pay our respects at the mass grave of many of the 

munitions workers who were killed in that devastating explosion 1st July 1918. Mark 

has written an excellent account of the accident and its commemoration in St. 

Mary`s Churchyard and this is included elsewhere in this newsletter.. We laid a 

wreath on behalf of the Western Front Association. In the middle of July Mark and 

Jean set off on their annual month`s holiday in Scotland.  They laid a wreath on the 

WFA memorial to those who perished at the Quintinshill Disaster May 22nd 1915. 

Mark is originally from that area so this tragedy has a special place of poignancy for 

him. They have also visited Larbert station station near Falkirk. There is a plaque 

there as it was from this station that the 1/7th Royal Scots departed en route to 

Gallipoli – but never made it past Quintinshill. Mark and Jean have also been to 

Rosebank Cemetery where the men of that battalion who perished in the crash are 

buried. Mark will have more to say in future issues of this newsletter. Next month 

we have a rather unusual talk…something for the bikers amongst us… K'Motorcycle 

Despatch Riders In 1914'  by Nick Shelley.Nick describes the motorcyclists' 

contribution to the 1914 campaign, using their own words and their own previously 

unpublished photographs. 

As always, suggestions for speakers for next year are welcome…already got five slots 

filled…. only seven to go. Thanks 

Best wishes, 

Grant Cullen …Branch Secretary…. grantcullen@hotmail.com  ……07824628638  

 

mailto:grantcullen@hotmail.com


 

 

Staveley Armed Forces Weekend – some highlights 

 

 

 



 

 

Chilwell – the VC factory explosion 1 July 1918                                                        

(National Shell Filling Factory No 6) 

1 July 2018 (the 100th anniversary)   
 

1st July 2025 (107 years on)  (Part 1) 

We remember the Chilwell Explosion (1st July 1918)- 107 years ago.Yyou did your 
duty for the King, Country and War Effort. 134 Killed and a further 250 were 
wounded, five of whom died later. The Incident happened at 7.10pm, in the evening 
of 1st July 1918 

To remember this awful incident,  Mark Macartney with Jean Macartney and Grant Cullen 

laid a wreath on behalf of The Western Front Association, commemorating 107 years since 

the Chilwell Explosion. 

     WFA Wreath             Personal Label on Wreath     Grant/Mark laying Wreath   Mark at New       

            Memorial                                                                            

                      

  New Memorial at Centre  of Mass Grave                Grant and Mark at centre of Mass Grave 
area (2 blocks) of Mass Grave with new memorial and WFA Wreath behind them                                            

      

                                                       New Memorial with WFA wreath in view                                                                                                                                                

https://www.facebook.com/jean.walker.9022?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWUyVSztNhlclsYnxq2llv8llaZOTnzNbXmY-khRKC4rznb0_XvKW83gJf3rSbHnBNaF4KU1OABKv0O2iVAT76gYupbyAlxBvIUBioZGeCzOJsnmbfQ0WueHRLW7fX9mO-x0gKhpC7wRmH2f95tjLthr5Es9fSzvG_JT6pRpSGW8Q&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/grant.cullen.9?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWUyVSztNhlclsYnxq2llv8llaZOTnzNbXmY-khRKC4rznb0_XvKW83gJf3rSbHnBNaF4KU1OABKv0O2iVAT76gYupbyAlxBvIUBioZGeCzOJsnmbfQ0WueHRLW7fX9mO-x0gKhpC7wRmH2f95tjLthr5Es9fSzvG_JT6pRpSGW8Q&__tn__=-%5dK-R


 

     

The Mass Grave at St Mary’s Church, Attenborough 
    Mass Grave (Prior to 100th Anniversary)            Mass Grave (After 100th Anniversary 

   
 
           Mass Grave Plaque          Chilwell Memorial       The site (now Chetwynd Barracks) 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The VC Factory Chilwell Workers Tag was donated by a Mr Cross a good few years 

ago to The Western Front Association. These  discs were worn by workers at the 

factory. This disc is in Mark’s  possession to this day, 

 

1 July 1918 )  
A substantial part of the National Shell Filling Factory was destroyed in an explosion of eight 
tons of TNT on 1 July 1918. In all resulting in the deaths of 139 people. of whom only 32 
could be positively identified, and a further 250 were injured. (as stated above)  
 
The Chilwell Shell Factory Disaster on July 1, 1918, was a vast explosion of eight tonnes of 

TNT. 

Many of the dead were so badly injured they were never formally identified, and 
most were buried in a mass grave which remains at St Mary’s Church, 
Attenborough. A further 250 were wounded, five of whom died later. 

As part of a series of events marking the 100th anniversary of the end of the First 
World War, Nottinghamshire County Council planned  a memorial service at the 
church on Sunday, July 1 2018, 

Incidentally  production resumed at the factory the day after the disaster, such was 
its importance to Britain’s war effort. Within weeks it was back to pre-explosion 
output. 

1 July 2018 the 100th anniversary   

"It is such a tragedy. We shouldn't forget that they gave their lives for us to live a 
better life - is good so many people still remember   

                                                                                                                   

The aftermath of the disaster                                  



 

 

The explosion and subsequent fire was so intense only 32 bodies could be identified 
and the remains of the others were interred in a mass grave at St Mary the Virgin 
Church, in Attenborough. 

For the Service held on 1st July 2018, to commemorate the 100th anniversary one of 
the country's worst war-time civilian disasters. yes, as stated, the explosion at the 
shell-filling factory was where Chetwynd Barracks now stands. 

A wooden cross which previously stood on the site had to be removed after it was 
vandalised in the 1970s. The new memorial,(image in part 1 above) a crucifix with a 
metal sword on it, took two weeks to build and was finished just in time for for this 
Anniversary thanks to £12,500 fundraised by the church. 

An Attenborough resident (at the time is reported as said: "It's amazing, very emotional. The 
story has touched everybody. 

"Those people that died have living relatives, they need to know they are not forgotten 

People had previously asked where it was so to make sure there was a fitting 
memorial. they now have got some respect." 

"A lot is made of the service personnel who gave their lives but there are civilians 
who sacrificed themselves in the line of duty." 

http://www.nottinghampost.com/all-about/armed-forces


 

The Chilwell site, originally known as the National Shelling Factory No 6, was hugely 
important. During the First World War, high explosives were filled into 19 million 
shells – 50 per cent of the nation’s entire shell filling production. 

St Mary the Virgin Church, in Attenborough  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

 
The Ministry of Munitions in the First World War: Doing Their Bit 
by Andrew Rawson | 30 Jul 2025 

 

Branch Member and regular speaker at Branch 
Meetings, Andy Rawson has just had his latest book 
published, telling the story of the Ministry of 
Munitions  and how industry stepped up to keep 
those at the Front equipped to take the war to the 
enemy. 
 
Book is available from the usual sources, Pen & 
Sword, Amazon etc. 
 
I`ve been reading the book this week – highly 
recommended – Andy has an excellent way with 
words….he gets the story across in a very readable 
manner.  

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Ministry-Munitions-First-World-War/dp/1036115380/ref=sr_1_1?crid=I8OBJVWMKC6R&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.mt6CyoptPqjV3cQqFUtBiQ.ZrYKNiecRhpqykvr8wioC3CLo_xUYMoz1KYpPclnxGc&dib_tag=se&keywords=ministry+of+munitions+in+world+war+1&qid=1753989986&sprefix=Ministry+of+munitions%2Caps%2C139&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Ministry-Munitions-First-World-War/dp/1036115380/ref=sr_1_1?crid=I8OBJVWMKC6R&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.mt6CyoptPqjV3cQqFUtBiQ.ZrYKNiecRhpqykvr8wioC3CLo_xUYMoz1KYpPclnxGc&dib_tag=se&keywords=ministry+of+munitions+in+world+war+1&qid=1753989986&sprefix=Ministry+of+munitions%2Caps%2C139&sr=8-1


 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


