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The Western Front Association Quality Mark
for Teaching and Learning About the First World War


Thank you for your interest in this award. It is offered to schools in line with the WFA’s key objective to educate the public about the Great War 1914-1918

The windows for audit submissions are open annually between 1 September and 31 December and 1 March and 31 July. All submissions will be assessed by education professionals. At present there is no charge for submitting an audit for consideration. All schools will receive developmental feedback on their submissions by 28 February or 30 September.

Schools that are judged to have successfully met the criteria for the award of the Quality Mark will receive the following:
· A plaque
· A certificate
· A logo which can be used on school stationery and documentation 
· A draft press release
· Publicity in WFA publications and social media
· Priority in the draw for an invitation to bring a group of students to the annual Remembrance Service at the Cenotaph
· Priority for other invitations and opportunities that may arise from time to time

Accreditation will be valid for three years. 
Submit to education@westernfrontassociation.com 
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THE WESTERN FRONT ASSOCIATION QUALITY MARK
FOR TEACHING AND LEARNING ABOUT THE FIRST WORLD WAR
SECONDARY SCHOOLS


	Name and Address of School
	Name, Job Title and Contact Details of Teacher Applying for Accreditation
	Name and Contact Details of Headteacher

	





	
	




Evidence should include a brief written statement plus relevant documents and/or photographs etc. Documentation may be submitted electronically or by post. Please email for address. Where schools do not yet fully meet the criteria, they may submit time-scaled plans for doing so.



	Aspect to be Assessed
	Potential Sources of Evidence –
examples only, not prescriptive or exhaustive
	Brief Description of Evidence – please number and attach detailed evidence with submission
	Assessor’s Comments
(Leave Blank)


	
A. The History/ Humanities Department/ Faculty

	
	
	

	
a. General. 
Teaching and Learning and Leadership and Management of the History/Humanities department has been judged to be at least Good.

	
· External inspection: OFSTED, Local Authority, Academy Trust or similar
· Internal evaluation by Senior Leadership Team
· Peer or cross-departmental observations

	
	

	
B. Curriculum and Schemes of Work

	
	
	

	a. 
b. The Scheme of Work for Key Stage 3 students is specifically written or adapted for this school and ensures that students of all abilities:

· Know and understand how the First World War fits into the chronology of 20th Century history
· Know and understand its impact on the country in which they live including in their local area
· Know and understand that it was a world war and its impact on people in other countries, including those countries which were home to the forebears of current students
· They develop their knowledge and understanding through well thought out enquiries requiring research and using primary as well as secondary sources

	· The KS3 SOW, annotated as appropriate 

	
	

	
b. Study of the First World War is a compulsory component of the history syllabus chosen at Key Stage 4.

	
· The syllabus chosen
· KS4 SOW, annotated as appropriate

	
	




	
c. Where schools have a sixth form and offer A Level history, the study of the First World War is a component of syllabus chosen or students are offered a freestanding unit on the First World War at an appropriate level. They are offered advice on undergraduate opportunities to pursue these studies further.

	
· The syllabus chosen or scope of standalone unit 
· KS5 SOW 
· Description of post-18 advice

	
	




	
C. Learning

	
.

	
	

	
a. Students of all abilities and at all Key Stages are enabled to demonstrate what they have learned about the First World War. There is evidence of engagement and interest in the topic
	· Examples of differentiated assignments.
· Examples of work by students of different abilities.
· Examples of how marking and assessment are used to promote engagement. 
Student voice feedback
	
	

	
b. All students have at least one opportunity to participate in a First World War themed educational visit during their secondary education. (This includes visits to local cemeteries to investigate Commonwealth War Graves and visits to museums as well as Battlefield Tours to France and Belgium.)

	
· Itineraries
· Worksheets
· Student responses
· Photographs

	
	




	
D. Whole School

	
	
	

	
a. All students take part in at least one annual act of Remembrance.

	
· This is likely to include school assemblies. There should be evidence that students have an opportunity to have an active role in these.
· It may also include participation in local or national services of Remembrance, selling poppies, mounting displays etc. The emphasis is on direct participation by students.


	
	

	
b. There is evidence of cross-curricular work in Teaching and Learning about the First World War.

	
	
	

	
c. The school library (or similar) offers resources, including books: non-fiction and fiction, to enable pupils to explore this topic independently.

	
	
	




	
E. General

	
	
	

	
a. The school is able to demonstrate its willingness to develop links with the Western Front Association.

	· It may have facilitated student participation in WFA competitions and awards or contributed book reviews or articles to Education Matters in the WFA Bulletin
· It may have engaged with a local branch - perhaps by giving a presentation to the branch, inviting branch members to support the school’s work or by publicising branch events and encouraging older students to attend them.
· It may make use of WFA YouTube and/or Podcasts as teaching materials.
· At least one teacher is a member of the WFA and is familiar with its opportunities and resources. 

	
	




Name of teacher:

Signature:

Date:

Submit to education@westernfrontassociation.com
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